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 01ST May 2025

Dear Barnwood Land,

Re: Proposed residential site at Esso Petroleum, Bletchingdon.

Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the above screening application which 

was received by this office on 30/04/2025. 

The Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO) Safeguarding Team represents the MOD as a 

consultee in UK planning and energy consenting systems to ensure that development does not 

compromise or degrade the operation of Defence sites such as aerodromes, explosives storage 

sites, air weapon ranges, and technical sites or training resources such as the Military Low Flying 

System.

At this stage because details of the size and design of the buildings are not available and only a 

scoping area for the proposed development has been provided. Only an initial assessment has 

been completed and we can provide the following advice.
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The proposed development site occupies multiple safeguarding zone’s surrounding RAF Weston on 

the Green and is approx. 4.9km south from the aerodrome boundary. The proposed site occupies 

the statutory aerodrome height, and birdstrike safeguarding zones surrounding the aerodrome.

Birdstrike

Within this zone, the principal concern of the MOD is that the creation of new habitats may attract 

and support populations of large and, or flocking birds close to the aerodrome. Should the 

residential scheme feature any drainage schemes, which includes an open wate body or the 

creation of any habitat, this could increase the bird strike risk to aircraft operating in and out of RAF 

Weston on the Green. Should this application progress, the MOD will need to be consulted on any 

drainage proposals and landscaping schemes.

Aerodrome heights

The airspace above and around aerodromes is safeguarded to maintain an assured, obstacle free 

environment for aircraft manoeuvre. This development site sits beneath a piece of protected 

airspace called the Obstacle Limitation Surface (OLS). The OLS needs to be kept free of obstruction 

from tall structures to ensure that aircraft transiting to and from or circuiting the aerodrome can do 

so safely. We do not expect the new development to cause an infringement of the OLS however, 

the use of cranes and tall construction equipment could cause an infringement and be of concern to 

the MOD. Should this application progress, the MOD would likely require a crane management plan 

condition be applied to any consent granted.

The applicant should consider all the above safeguarding advice in their preparation for any 
application for this scheme and the MOD should be consulted as it progresses.

I trust this is clear however should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours Sincerely 

B,Manners

Ben manners

Safeguarding Manager
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