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Suzanne Taylor

From: Ewan Stewart

Sent: 14 May 2025 09:15

To: Suzanne Taylor

Cc: Caroline Ford

Subject: 25/00366/DOV_5  Himley Village, Bicester

Hi Suzanne,

Apologies for the delay in responding to the above consultation. Broadly speaking it appears to be 
a request to reduce the affordable housing provision based on a Financial Viability Assessment. 
This is also linked to the aim of achieving zero carbon.

I wondered if you could advise on what stage discussions are at and if there has been a report 
produced on behalf of CDC to appraise the FVA? If it is verified that a policy compliant scheme is 
unviable then, as with Firethorn etc, we would accept that a lower percentage of affordable 
housing is necessary.

That being said, we would expect that whatever percentage is agreed, the most pressing housing 
needs are prioritised and reflected in the affordable housing mix. The current priorities, as 
evidenced from CDC’s housing register, are for larger rented dwellings (3, 4 and 5-bed) and for 
wheelchair adapted accommodation. We would also expect person occupancy to be maximised 
(2-bed 4-person, 3-bed 5-person etc) and NDSS requirements to be met and the usual 
requirements regarding layout and tenure distribution.

Please let me know if any further input is required from Strategic Housing.

Kind regards 
Ewan

Ewan Stewart MA(Hons) CIHCM

Strategic Housing Officer
Housing Services
Wellbeing Directorate
Cherwell District Council

Direct Dial: 01295 221812
Email: ewan.stewart@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
(he/him/his)

Website: www.cherwell.gov.uk  
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cherwelldistrictcouncil  
Follow us on Twitter: @Cherwellcouncil
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