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To:  Planning@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk    

CC: Mr David Peckford, Cllr Ian Middleton 

          4th March 2024 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Oxford United Football Club Planning Application for Land to the east of Stratfield Brake and west 

of Oxford Parkway Station, known as The Triangle 

1.1  We are writing to express concern regarding this planning application which we understand is 

currently being validated by Cherwell District Council (CDC).  Our concern relates to the 

Environmental Impact Assessment and in particular to the length of time over which bat surveys 

have been conducted. 

1.2  As you are aware, in response to the Scoping Request consultation, concerns around biodiversity, 

including bats, were raised by a number of organisations.  We also understand that the records held 

by TVERC have now been updated to include some bat recordings for the Triangle. 

1.3  CDC’s decision was issued at the end of September 2023.   This decision referred specifically to 

our comments as follows: 

8.15. Your attention is drawn to the comprehensive comments provided by FoSB. In particular, 

the comments in relation to the ecological survey work they have undertaken should be 

noted and addressed.   [Our ecological survey work contained many references to bats which 

are known to use the site].   

8.16. Your attention is drawn to the comments of Councillor Middleton and FoSB, and in 

particular, the evidence that data gathered from the survey work undertaken by your 

ecologists may be incomplete due to monitoring equipment being disturbed/removed by the 

current tenant before the study was complete. 

1.5  The Scoping Request from OUFC included the following statement which indicates that the 

ecologists were not aware that the automated bat detectors (and other monitoring equipment) were 

removed very shortly after they were installed (for reasons previously disclosed).    

6.17. Bat activity and automated detector surveys were conducted in August, September and 

October 2022. A specific survey to assess the trees onsite for the potential of roosting bats 

was undertaken in October 2022. Further bat activity and automated detector surveys are 

ongoing between June and July 2023.  

1.6  In Annex 1 we have referenced and reproduced Section 2.4, Survey Timing, from the Bat 

Conservation Trust’s “Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines 4th edition 

(2023)”.   This guidance states that it is often appropriate to collect data, at least for a year, if not 

longer.   As the ecologist’s survey work from 2022 did not actually take place it seems implausible 

that best practice has been followed in respect of bat surveys. 
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1.7  We are drawing this to your attention at an early stage and hope it can be addressed during the 

validation process.  

 

We would be grateful for a response and look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully 

Friends of Stratfield Brake         

Annex 1 

Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines 4th edition (2023) 

https://www.bats.org.uk/resources/guidance-for-professionals/bat-surveys-for-professional-
ecologists-good-practice-guidelines-4th-edition 
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