
 

Did you know the Environment Agency has a Planning Advice Service? We can help you with all your 
planning questions, including overcoming our objections. If you would like our help please email us at 
planning_THM@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cherwell District Council 
Planning & Development Services 
Bodicote House White Post Road 
Bodicote 
Banbury 
OX15 4AA 

 
 
Our ref: WA/2024/131142/01-L01 
Your ref: 24/00097/F 
 
Date:  16 February 2024 
 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE OF LAND TO USE AS A RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN 
SITE FOR 12 GYPSY/TRAVELLER FAMILIES, EACH WITH TWO CARAVANS, 
INCLUDING IMPROVEMENT OF ACCESS, LAYING OF HARDSTANDING AND 
INSTALLATION OF PACKAGE SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT.    
 
LAND SOUTH OF WIDNELL LANE, PIDDINGTON, BICESTER        
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above application on 19/01/2024. Apologies for our 
delay in responding to you. We have reviewed the application in line with our planning 
remit. 

Environment Agency position 

As submitted, we have no objections to this application. However, we direct the 
applicant to the informative below. 
 
Informative – Foul Drainage 
 
Foul drainage should be connected to the main sewer. Where this is not possible, under 
the Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 any discharge of sewage or trade 
effluent made to either surface water or groundwater will need to be registered as an 
exempt discharge activity or hold a permit issued by the Environment Agency, addition 
to planning permission. This applies to any discharge to inland freshwaters, coastal 
waters, or relevant territorial waters.  
 
Please note that the granting of planning permission does not guarantee the granting of 
an Environmental Permit. Upon receipt of a correctly filled in application form we will 
carry out an assessment. It can take up to 4 months before we are able to decide 
whether to grant a permit or not.  
 
Domestic effluent discharged from a treatment plant/septic tank at 2 cubic metres or 
less to ground or 5 cubic metres or less to surface water in any 24-hour period must 
comply with General Binding Rules provided that no public foul sewer is available to 
serve the development and that the site is not within a Groundwater Source Protection 
Zone. 
 



End 2 

A soakaway used to serve a non-mains drainage system must be sited no less than 10 
metres from the nearest watercourse, not less than 10 metres from any other foul 
soakaway and not less than 50 metres from the nearest potable water supply, spring, or 
borehole. 
 
Where the existing non-mains drainage system is covered by a permit to discharge then 
an application to vary the permit will need to be made to reflect the increase in volume 
being discharged.  It can take up to 13 weeks before we decide whether to vary a 
permit. 
 
Advice to Applicant - Other Consents  
  
As you are aware we also have a regulatory role in issuing legally required consents, 
permits or licences for various activities. We have not assessed whether consent will be 
required under our regulatory role and therefore this letter does not indicate that 
permission will be given by the Environment Agency as a regulatory body. The applicant 
should contact 03708 506 506 or consult our website to establish if consent will be 
required for the works they are proposing. Please see http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/default.aspx  
 
Closing Comments  

Thank you again for consulting us on this application. Our comments are based on the 
best available data and the information as presented to us. Should you require any 
additional information, or wish to discuss these matters further, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. Please quote our reference number in any future correspondence.  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mr Nathan Davis 
Planning Advisor 
 
Direct e-mail: Planning_THM@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Direct dial: 02030251755   
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