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2.1

Introduction

Aspect Ecology Ltd is advising Manor Oak Homes in relation to ecological matters at the site,
formed by land located north of Dukes Meadow Drive, Hanwell Fields in the north of Banbury,
centred at OS grid reference SP 447 427.

The site is proposed for development to provide new residential dwellings and associated
works, for which an outline planning application (for up to 117 dwellings and associated open
space with all matters reserved other than access) has been submitted to Cherwell District
Council (ref: 23/03366/0UT). The application was submitted following the withdrawal of a
previous application for a larger proposal, in order to respond to and address concerns raised
by officers (including in relation to landscape, ecology and drainage matters) in relation to the
previous scheme. The application was informed by ecological survey and appraisal work, the
results of which are set out within the submitted Ecological Appraisal Report! and associated
documents (including with reference to the previous consultation responses where
appropriate).

Further to the submission of the application, consultation comments have been received in
relation to a number of disciplines, including (in relation to ecological matters) from Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust’s (BBOWT's) Public Affairs and Planning
Officer, (dated 11 January 2024). In addition, consultation comments have been received
from Cherwell District Council’s Ecology Officer, dated 19* January 2024.

Subsequently, it is understood that representatives of the developer met with Cherwell District
Council officers on 31t January 2024, in order to discuss progress of the application along with
associated consultation responses, during which it was agreed that the matters raised within
the consultation responses are unlikely to form substantive objections to the principle of
development at the site, albeit further consideration and clarification of the individual points
raised was requested in order to inform the current progression of the application.

Aspect Ecology has therefore been asked to respond to the individual comments raised within
the consultation responses. Accordingly, this note provides further consideration/clarification
in regard to the individual points set out within the consultation responses, in order to assist
consideration of the application.

Consideration of Matters Raised

The comments received from BBOWT (dated 11 January 2024) are set out under the following
headings:

1 Aspect Ecology (November 2023). Land at Hanwell Fields, Banbury (1006007-01); Ecological Appraisal. ref: 6007-01 EAP2 vf4 ND/CL,
dated 10" November 2023.
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e Potential impact on Hanwell Brook Wetland including hydrological impact, and
recreational impact

e Potential impact on existing grassland with adder’s tongue fern

e Application does not provide adequate evidence of a net gain in biodiversity

e The importance of a net gain in biodiversity being in perpetuity

e Buffer zones and management of hedgerows in order to achieve biodiversity net gain

e Application does not provide evidence that it will help to achieve the aims of the
Conservation Target Area

The comments received from Cherwell District Council’s Ecology Officer largely mirror those
set out within the response received from BBOWT, albeit additional comments are set out in
regard to Badger survey results and biodiversity enhancements.

Further consideration is therefore set out below in relation to each of the individual headings
raised.

Potential impact on Hanwell Brook Wetland including
hydrological impact, and recreational impact

The comments received note that the site is located in proximity to the Hanwell Brook
Wetland, with particular reference to potential hydrological impacts, along with recreational
pressures associated with increased visitor pressure, requesting information in order to
illustrate how such impacts would be avoided under the proposals. Following similar
comments in relation to the previous application, specific consideration in regard to the
Hanwell Brook Wetland is set out within the submitted Ecological Appraisal report (at section
3.3), including in relation to hydrological matters and recreational use.

In particular, in regard to hydrological impacts, it is noted that an appropriate Flood Risk
Assessment (Martin Andrews Consulting Ltd, Ref: 802-FRA-01-D, Rev D October 2023), which
confirms the proposed drainage strategy for the site, including measures to restrict surface
water run-off from the site to greenfield equivalent rates and ensure no increase in surface
water run-off (including in the direction of Hanwell Brook), along with acceptable levels of
water quality treatment (further details of which would be anticipated to be provided as part
of an detailed designs to be approved at the reserved matters stage), thereby providing
confirmation that hydrological impacts have been appropriately considered and appropriate
measures available to avoid any impacts on the Hanwell Brook Wetland (along with all other
offsite receptors) in this regard, further details of which can be safely secured as part of any
outline planning permission and associated conditions.

Similarly, in regard to recreational pressures, consideration is set out within the submitted
Ecological Appraisal (3.3.3.). Notwithstanding the significant amount of available open space
within the vicinity of the site, the proposals may result in additional recreational visits to the
Hanwell Brook Wetland, however this area is noted (including within the BBOWT response) to
have been specifically enhanced for wildlife and people, including measures to encourage and
assist access by local residents, whilst visitor movement is directed along surfaced paths and
boardwalks (with interpretation boards present) such that further measures are unlikely to be
required to prevent significant negative effects on the ecological value of this receptor.
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Potential impact on existing grassland with adder’s tongue fern

The consultation response acknowledges that the current proposal has been re-designed to
remove the grassland areas containing Adder’s Tongue Fern from the site in order to allow
their retention, which are therefore no longer included within the application site boundary.

The comments received from BBOWT further request that details of the mitigation strategy
setting out how the grassland is to be managed be provided ‘in order to keep this area free of
development in the long term’. As set out, the grassland areas recorded to contain Adder’s
Tongue Fern have been removed from the current application site boundary, and accordingly,
whilst (as set out) the proposals represent the opportunity to incorporate specific long-term
management measures within the offsite grassland (for which details could suitably be secured
by means of appropriately worded planning condition, or at the reserved matters stage,
including in relation to the relevant BNG considerations — see below), any potential future
development (or otherwise) of the offsite grassland areas would need to be determined
through the appropriate planning process and is not within the scope of the current
application.

Application does not provide adequate evidence of a net gainin
biodiversity

The consultation comments note that a BNG spreadsheet has been provided with the
submissions (the relevant completed excel metric tool having also been previously provided to
the LPA as part of the application). Further detail is requested in regard to the proposed
grassland management (both on and offsite), including in the form of a Habitat Creation and
Management Plan.

As set out within the submitted information, details of grassland management (along with
detailed confirmation of the final BNG position associated with any reserved matters scheme
in order to ensure that the required minimum of 10% net gain would be achieved) could be
suitably secured as part of any planning permission and associated conditions/obligations,
including in order to reflect the relevant detailed design stage.

The enhancement and long term management of the adjacent (offsite) grassland provide an
available and deliverable (as demonstrated through the submitted information) way of
ensuring the appropriate level of biodiversity offsetting provision in order to deliver a
calculated BNG of greater than 10% (including addressing the relevant trading rules), albeit in
any event the final BNG (offsetting) requirement would necessarily be determined at the
detailed design stage in order to reflect the detailed scheme layout and landscaping details
provided at the reserved matters stage.

Where the enhancement of offsite habitat measures (including enhanced management of the
adjacent grassland areas to provide improved habitat condition) provision of greater levels of
information would be required in order to demonstrate that the required BNG units would be
achieved, further details of which could suitably be secured through planning condition or
obligation, including with specific reference to the final BNG requirement.

In addition, if required, a Habitat Creation and Management Plan (and/or Biodiversity Net Gain
Plan) could be secured by way of a suitably worded planning condition (in line with legislative
requirements relating to new applications submitted since 12 February 2024 under the
requirements of the Environment Act 2021).
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The importance of a net gain in biodiversity being in perpetuity

The consultation comments received from BBOWT consider that measures relating to
biodiversity should be secured in perpetuity (stated as being considered to be at least 125
years), with general reference to on-site or off-site compensation measures for wildlife
habitats over 30 years not being considered appropriate.

The length of time over which the proposed new habitats would be managed and maintained
at the site would be anticipated to be set out within any detailed management plan to be
prepared at the appropriate stage (details of which could be secured by way of appropriately
worded planning conditions). Nonetheless, it is noted that standard guidance associated with
Biodiversity Net Gain (including the use of the BNG Metric, as required to inform the planning
application) refers to a period of +30 years representing ‘the maximum time frame that most
projects and plans can realistically plan ahead', whilst similarly in relation to biodiversity gains
The Environment Act 2021 identifies that management measures are required for at least 30
years after completion.

In any event, it is anticipated that the habitats present would be managed for the life of the
development, whilst details of the proposed management measures (including any identified
time period over which these would need to be maintained) could be suitably secured by way
of an appropriately worded planning condition.

Buffer zones and management of hedgerows in order to achieve
biodiversity net gain

The comments received identify that, ‘If the application is approved..., ...retained hedgerows
should be protected and enriched by creating buffer zones or buffers of semi-natural
vegetation', including a number of bullet points (with particular reference to 10m wide buffers
on each side of the hedgerows being maintained). In addition, further detailed information is
requested in relation to management of hedgerows to achieve biodiversity net gain.

It is noted that the application is in outline, such that detailed design and layout matters
(including final housing numbers of up to 117 dwellings) would be premature at this stage,
however in line with the revised illustrative layout (Thrive Architects drawing ref: SKL-03 Rev
E, dated 19/10/2023), landscape and ecological buffer zones of at least 10 metres (and
frequently substantially greater) from all existing hedgerows to be retained (with the only
exception in relation to the proposed access which necessarily crosses hedgerow H2).

Given the outline nature of the proposals, detailed management information would be
premature at this stage. Nonetheless, it is clear that the implementation of suitable long term
planting and ecological management measures (including measures such as incorporation of
significant Blackthorn planting and rotational cutting of hedgerows in line with the
consultation comments and the previously submitted information) provide the opportunity to
incorporate biodiversity enhancements at the site. If required, suitable details could be
secured through consideration at the reserved matters and/or by way of appropriately worded
planning conditions imposed as part of any outline planning permission.
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Application does not provide evidence that it will help to
achieve the aims of the Conservation Target Area

The consultation responses received state that the site is located 'close to the North Cherwell
Conservation Target Area’, and accordingly, requests that information be provided to illustrate
how the development will “secure biodiversity enhancement to help achieve the aims of the
Conservation Target Area", in line with Policy ESD 11. These comments are unchanged from
similar comments received in relation to the previous application.

Specific consideration in regard to the North Cherwell Conservation Target Area (CTA) and
associated potential for the proposals to contribute to the aims of the CTA is set out within the
submitted Ecological Appraisal (at Section 3.2), including detailed consideration in relation to
the individual Targets identified (and notwithstanding that the site itself is located outside of
the CTA and therefore clearly cannot contribute towards the targets for habitat measures
within the CTA itself).

Other Considerations

The consultation response received from BBOWT also identifies concerns in regard to potential
for the introduction of lighting to have implications for wildlife at the site, requesting a full
strategy on wildlife and lighting be provided at this stage. Given the outline nature of the
application (such that details such as residential layout and engineering details remain to be
confirmed), clearly it would be premature to provide any detailed lighting strategy at this
stage, however it is clear that the proposals provide the opportunity to incorporate dark
corridors (in particular associated with the substantial vegetated areas and associated buffer
zones identified above) within which new lighting should be avoided. In line with the
comments received, any detailed scheme would be anticipated to be informed by a full
detailed lighting scheme, including (where appropriate consideration with regard to ensuring
light spill is avoided into sensitive ecological corridors and areas). The provision of such
information (including with specific reference to wildlife considerations) could be suitable
secured by means of appropriately worded planning conditions attached to any outline
planning permission in relation to the progression of detailed scheme designs at the
appropriate stage.

The comments received from Cherwell District Council’s Ecology Officer set out that ‘CDC seeks
the equivalent of 1 bird or bat brick for each new dwelling...” along with the provision of bee
bricks integrated into each dwelling, with details to be provided within a Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan. Given the outline nature of the application, it is clear that the precise
layout and dwelling details remain to be determined (e.g. at the reserved matters stage) and
accordingly, any such details would necessarily be premature at this stage, albeit the provision
of bird, bat and bee bricks could suitably be secured across the site by way of planning
condition/obligation, with details to be provided and agreed at the relevant detailed stage
through submission of a Biodiversity Enhancement Plan if required.

With the exception of the individual matters discussed above, no other specific ecological
considerations or concerns appear to be raised within the comments received and accordingly
no such matters appear to require further consideration in relation to the proposed
development.

Aspect Ecology
March 2024
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