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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The following report has been prepared by FPCR Environment and Design Ltd. on behalf of 

Peverill Securities and considers the ecological implications of the Bicester Arc development and 

the dedicated ‘eco park’ on land off Lakeview Drive, Bicester (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’). 

The Site is centred approximately at Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: SP 579 215.   

Site Context 

1.2 The Site boundary is shown in Figure 1 and is approximately 17 hectares (ha).  It is located 

between a large Tesco superstore to the north and Bicester Garden Centre and sewage 

treatment plant to the south. To the west is the A41 and urban development and to the east is a 

railway line and beyond this arable farmland.   

1.3 The Site was subject to an outline planning application in 2017 (Ref 17/02534/OUT) for the 

erection of a business park of up to 60,000 sq.m (GEA) of flexible Class B1(a) office / Class 

B1(b) research & development floorspace; associated vehicle parking, landscaping, highways, 

infrastructure and earthworks.  

1.4 This was then subject to a s73 application (Ref 23/01080/F) to vary conditions 4 and 34 of the 

above consent. 

1.5 This report is to provide an update the suite of ecology information that was produced for the 

above application.  

Scope of Appraisal 

1.6 This Ecological Appraisal describes the current ecological interest within and around the Site, 

which has been identified through standard desk- and field-based investigations. It then 

considers the potential ecological impacts and opportunities for ecological enhancement based 

on the landscape masterplan in the context of relevant legislation and planning policy as well as 

the comments received from Cherwell District Council on 29th September 2021. Finally, it 

identifies the necessary additional measures to avoid, mitigate or provide compensation for 

potential impacts, and the mechanisms for securing such measures. 
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2.7 Hedgerows were also assessed against the Wildlife criteria provided in Part II of Schedule 1 of 

the Hedgerows Regulations 1997.  Qualifying as an ‘important’ hedgerow requires the hedgerow 

assessed to be greater than 30 years of age and contain species listed in Schedule 5 (animals) 

and 8 (plants) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), birds categorised as 

declining breeders (Category 3) within the ‘Red Data Birds in Britain’ (Batten 1990), or any species 

categorised as ‘endangered’, ‘extinct’, ‘rare’ or ‘vulnerable’ by any of the British Red Data Books. 

2.8 Hedgerows are also considered important should they satisfy any of the following criteria: 

• That the hedgerow is referred to in a record held by a biological records centre as containing 

protected plants (within 10 years) or birds and animals (within five years); or 

• That the hedgerow contains one of the following criteria per average 30m section surveyed: 

- seven Schedule 3 species; or 

- six Schedule 3 species and three listed features (see below); or 

- six Schedule 3 species, including one of the following: black poplar, large-leaved lime,          

small-leaved lime or wild service-tree; or  

- five Schedule 3 species and four listed features; or 

- four Schedule 3 species, two listed features and lying adjacent to a bridleway or footpath;  

• Listed features to include: 

- A bank or wall which supports the hedgerow along at least half of its length; 

- Gaps which together do not exceed 10% of the length of the hedgerow; 

- At least one standard tree per 50m of hedge; 

- At least three Schedule 2 woodland species within the hedgerow; 

- A ditch along at least one half of the length of the hedgerow; 

- Connections scoring 4 points or more (1 point per connection of the hedgerow with another, 

two points per connection of the hedgerow to a pond or broad-leaved woodland; and 

- A parallel hedge within 15 m of the hedgerow. 

2.9 An update survey was conducted on 21 April 2023 to determine if there had been any material 

changes to the habitats within the Site in the intervening period.  

Fauna 

2.10 During the surveys, observations and signs of suitable habitat for any species protected under 

Part I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Conservation of Habitats & 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 were noted. 

Consideration was also given to the existence and use of the Site by other notable fauna such as 

those listed on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act, Section 41 (S41) as 

species which are of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England. 

Consideration was also given to those species listed as Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) or 

Red Data Book (RDB) species. 
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Bats 

Tree Assessments 

2.11 The tree assessments were conducted from ground level, with the aid of a torch and binoculars 

and were undertaken on the 31st March 2021 by an experienced ecologist from FPCR.  This was 

updated on 21st April 2023. During the survey Potential Roosting Features (PRF) for bats such as 

the following were sought (based on p16, British Standard 8596:20155): 

• Natural holes (e.g. knot holes) arising from naturally shed branches or branches previously 

pruned back to a branch collar. 

• Man-made holes (e.g. cavities that have developed from flush cuts or cavities created by 

branches tearing out from parent stems).  

• Woodpecker holes. 

• Cracks/splits in stems or branches (horizontal and vertical) 

• Partially detached or loose bark or bark plates.  

• Cankers (caused by localised bark death) in which cavities have developed. 

• Other hollows or cavities, including butt rots.  

• Compression of forks with occluded bark, forming potential cavities.  

• Crossing stems or branches with suitable roosting space between.  

• Ivy stems with diameters in excess of 50mm with suitable roosting space behind (or where 

potential roosting space can be seen where a mat of thinner stems has left a gap between the 

mat and the trunk). 

• Bat or bird boxes. 

• Other suitable places of rest or shelter.  

2.12 Certain factors such as orientation of the feature, its height from the ground, the direct 

surroundings and its location in respect to other features may reduce or enhance the potential. 

2.13 Based on the presence of the above features, trees were classified into general bat roost 

potential groups. Table 2 broadly classifies the potential categories as accurately as possible as 

well as discussing the relevance of the features.  This table is based upon Table 4.1 and Chapter 

6 in the survey guidance6.  

2.14 Although the British Standard 8596:2015 document groups trees with moderate and high 

potential, these have been separated below to allow more specific survey criteria to be applied. 

 

 

 
5 British Standards Institute 2015. BSI 8596:2015 BSI Standards Publication Surveying for bats in trees and woodland - Guide. BSI 
Standards Ltd. 
6 Collins, J.  2016.  Bat Conservation Trust Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists - Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edition). 
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presence of badgers both on the Site and locally.  Evidence of badger occupation and activity 

sought included:  

• Setts: including earth mounds, evidence of bedding and runways between setts; 

• Latrines: often located close to setts, at territory boundaries or adjacent to favoured feeding areas; 

• Prints and paths or trackways; 

• Hairs caught on rough wood or fencing; 

• Other evidence: including snuffle holes, feeding and playing areas and scratching posts. 

2.32 Where setts are found, their status and level of activity is noted.  Sett status is broadly 

categorised as follows: 

• Main sett – usually continuously used with many signs of activity around, a large number of 

holes and conspicuous spoil mounds; 

• Annexe sett – usually located close to a main sett and connected to it by well used paths.  

Annexe’s may not be continuously occupied; 

• Subsidiary sett – lesser used setts comprising a few holes and without associated well-used 

paths.  Subsidiary setts are not continuously occupied; 

• Outlier sett – one or two holes without obvious paths.  These are used sporadically. 

2.33 Level of activity is described as: 

• Well used – clear of debris, trampled soil mounds and obviously active, with signs of activity 

such as presence of prints, dislodged guard hairs around the entrances; 

• Partially used – some associated debris or plants at the entrance.  Could be used with 

minimal excavation and usually with signs of activity within the vicinity, for example, badger 

pathways; 

• Disused – partially or completely blocked entrances. 

Reptiles 

2.34 A reptile presence/absence survey was undertaken in 2021 across all areas of the Site identified 

as offering potential suitable habitat to reptiles.   

2.35 The survey was undertaken based on current best practice guidelines as detailed within the 

Herpetofauna Workers Manual11 and Froglife Advice Sheet12. Methods involved a search for 

basking reptiles on/under naturally occurring and strategically positioned artificial refugia placed in 

locations that offered the most suitable habitat for common reptiles. i.e. structurally diverse habitats, 

with variable vegetation heights, tangled or thorny areas, mosaics, bare patches or ecotones. 

Locations of the refugia are shown in Figure 4.   

2.36 Surveys were undertaken in between May and September 2021 by suitability experienced 

ecologists.  The prevailing weather conditions, including relative wind speed, cloud cover, 

ambient temperatures and any other notable weather, are provided in Table 7.  

2.37 Guidelines recommend that surveys are undertaken during the following periods:  

 
10 Harris, S., Cresswell, P. and Jefferies, D.  1989.  Surveying Badgers, Mammal Society. 
11 Gent, T.  and Gibson, S.  2012.  Herpetofauna Workers' Manual.  Pelagic Publishing.  
12 Froglife 1999. Reptile Survey: An introduction to planning, conducting and interpreting surveys for snake and lizard conservation. 
Froglife Advce Sheet 10.  





Bicester Arc - Ecological Appraisal  

 

L:\10000\10048\ECO\Eco App\ 10048 EcoApp RevE    11 

fpcr 

2.41 Suitable Habitat for water voles14 includes: 

• Water more than 50cm deep and relatively stable; 

• Muddy bottom; 

• Static or slow flowing water; 

• Earth banks of >45° (for burrowing); 

• Dense vegetation cover on the banks of a good mix of grasses and herbs for summer food 

and cover and some berry bearing bushes, tubers and trees for autumn and winter food; 

• Emergent, in-channel vegetation; and 

• 1-2m wide. 

2.42 Otter have been known to exploit a wide range of aquatic habitats, and no specific variables have 

been found to be preferred by otter.  Suitable otter habitat is therefore a somewhat loose term15 

but specifically overhanging tree roost and other areas that could be used as holts or couches 

(resting sites) were searched for.  

 

 
14 Dean, M., Strachan, R., Gow, D. and Andrews, R. 2016,  Water Vole Mitigation Handbook. Mammal Society Mitigation Guidance 
Series.  Eds Fiona Matthews and Paul Channin. Mammal Society, London. 
15 Chanin, P. 2003. Ecology of the European Otter. Conserving Natura 2000 Rivers Ecology Series No. 10. English Nature, 
Peterborough. 











Bicester Arc - Ecological Appraisal  

 

L:\10000\10048\ECO\Eco App\ 10048 EcoApp RevE    16 

fpcr 

Hardstanding 

3.17 There was a small area of bare ground and hardstanding in the west of the Site that appears to 

be used for access onto the grass area from the A41.  

Fauna 

Bats 

Roosting – Tree Assessment 

3.18 There are several trees within the Site boundaries with features suitable for roosting bats such as 

thick ivy and some spits.  These are all to be retained within the scheme and are shown in T1 to 

T3 on Figure 2.  

3.19 There are four trees that encroach into the Site from the southern boundary and require removal, 

however all are considered to have negligible potential to support roosting bats. A detailed tree 

assessment is therefore not considered necessary. 

Foraging - Habitat Assessment 

3.20 Only records of common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus and brown long eared bat Plecotus 

auritus were returned during the desk study. A majority of the Site was considered to have low 

suitability to support foraging and commuting bats because it is well it by the A41 and adjacent 

supermarket, also temporary grass leys are an intensively managed habitat that is unlikely to 

support large numbers of invertebrates. Bat foraging and commuting activity is likely to be 

confined to the drain along the eastern section and the boundary vegetation.  

Transect Surveys 

3.21 The spring transect survey was undertaken at dusk on 26 May 2021 and recorded occasional 

foraging and commuting passes by common and soprano pipistrelle P. pygmaeus, with only two 

passes by noctule Nyctalus noctula. There were very low levels of bat activity recorded. Results 

are shown on Figure 5.  

3.22 The summer transect survey was undertaken at dusk on 12th July 2021 and recorded occasional 

foraging by common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle only.  Activity levels were very low with 

only four passes recorded.  Results are shown on Figure 6. 

3.23 The autumn transect was undertaken on 13th September 2021 and recorded a higher level of 

activity than previously, and additionally recorded a Myotis species that wasn’t recorded in 

previous months.  Bat activity was again predominantly identified as common and soprano 

pipistrelle.  Results are shown on Figure 7. 

3.24 The transect surveys did not show any particular area of the Site as being favoured by bats. 

Automated Static Bat Detectors 

3.25 The location of the static detector is shown in Figure 3.  

3.26 The spring static detectors remained in situ from 21st to 25th May and recorded low levels of bat 

activity with an average of 4.6 registrations per hour.  Activity was predominantly from common 

pipistrelle (82%).  Myotis sp, soprano pipistrelle and noctule were the next most frequently 

recorded species at 7.5, 6.5 and 3% of activity respectively.  Brown long eared bat were recorded 

infrequently. 
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3.27 Peaks in activity were recorded approximately two hours after sunset, and almost no activity was 

recorded after 1am.  Activity was not closely following sunset or preceding sunrise therefore was 

not indicative of the presence of a nearby roost site.  

3.28 The summer static detector remained in-situ from 22nd to 26th of July and recorded a higher level 

of bat activity with an average of 18.9 registrations per hour.  Activity was predominantly common 

pipistrelle (90.5%), with less frequently encountered noctule (5%), soprano pipistrelle (2.5%), 

brown long-eared bat (<1%) and Myotis (<1%).  Peaks in activity were recorded approximately 

two hours after sunset and again at 2-3am, over two hours before sunrise. The timing of these 

peaks do not indicate the presence of a nearby roost.  

3.29 The autumn detector remined in situ from 13th to 17th September and recorded an average of 

22.3 registrations per hour.  Activity was again predominantly from common pipistrelle (62%) but 

soprano pipistrelle activity was higher than during the previous surveys (23.5%).  Noctule, Myotis 

sp. and brown long-eared bat activity accounted for 9%, 3% and 1%, respectively.   

3.30 The static bat detector results are summarised in Appendix B.  The above data indicate a small 

assemblage of common and widespread light tolerant bat species uses the Site for commuting 

and foraging purposes.  

Great Crested Newt and Other Amphibians 

3.31 The grass ley and boundary scrub, trees and hedgerows were considered to provide suitable 

terrestrial habitat for GCN.  Pond P1 was considered to have poor suitability to support breeding 

GCN, and pond P2 was considered to have moderate suitability. 

3.32 Detailed HSI scores for the two ponds are shown in Appendix C.  

3.33 Both P1 and P2 returned negative eDNA results for GCN (both in 2021 and 2023 for P2), as 

shown in Appendix D.  Other ponds within 500m are separated from the Site by Langford Brook 

which is considered to be a barrier to GCN dispersal. In addition, a development to the south of 

the Site (ref:19/01740/HYBRID) on the same side of Langford Brook as the Site, has three ponds 

within its boundary.  All of these ponds had negative eDNA results in 2019.  GCN are therefore 

not considered likely to be present within the Site and are not considered further in this appraisal.  

3.34 Common and widespread amphibians such as common frog Rana temporaria and toad Bufo bufo 

could potentially breed in P2 and thus use the Site in their terrestrial phase. The mostly likely 

habitat to be used are the boundary vegetation.  

 Breeding Birds 

3.35 A total of 28 bird species were recorded within the Site during the breeding bird survey completed 

in 2021.  Of these, nine were considered notable species as they appear on one or more of the 

following: 

• Schedule 1 of Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended)  

• Species listed as Species of Priority Importance (SPI) under Section 41 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006; and 

• Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red or Amber lists. 

3.36 Of the 28 species, none were confirmed as breeding.  Six species were considered probable 

breeders, including the notable skylark Alauda arvensis and dunnock Prunella modularis.  The 

remaining four probable breeding species were all BoCC Green-listed species (low conservation 
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Site Value 

3.41 The Site was assessed against published criteria for LWS selection in the Local Wildlife Sites 

Selection Criteria Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Version 717 to confirm whether it 

achieved any of the thresholds for county value on the basis of the bird assemblages recorded. 

The Site does not meet any of the relevant criteria and therefore does not qualify for selection as 

an LWS based on its breeding bird assemblage. 

3.42 The habitats within the Site supported an assemblage of common and widespread bird species in 

small to moderate numbers typical of the habitats present and the size of the Site. Therefore, the 

Site was considered to be of no more than Local level importance for its overall breeding bird 

assemblage. 

3.43 Individually dunnock, song thrush and skylark were considered of Local importance based on the 

small to moderate numbers of each recorded within the Site.  The other breeding bird species 

recorded were considered as being of only Site importance since they were either recorded in 

smaller numbers, noted in unsuitable breeding habitats and/or are considered common and 

widespread breeding species nationally and/or locally.  

Badger 

3.44 No badger records were returned within 1km and no direct evidence of badger was recorded on 

the Site during the survey, however several mammal trails across the Site were noted.   

Reptiles 

3.45 The Site provided some suitable habitat for reptile species, especially around the edges of the 

boundary scrub, hedges and trees and along the ditch in the east. Records of common lizard 

Zootoca vivipara and grass snake Natrix helvetica records were returned during the desk study 

but from over 1km from the Site.  

3.46 No reptiles were recorded during any of the surveys. Reptile species are not considered likely to 

be present.   

Riparian Species 

3.47 Langford Brook does provide some, albeit limited habitat for otter and water vole.  

3.48 No records of water vole were returned during the desk study and the stretch of Langford Brook 

adjacent to the Site is especially limited for this species due to the lack of in-channel and bank 

side vegetation, providing limited suitable food or cover.  Water vole are considered very unlikely 

to be present within the Site. 

3.49 There are no suitable breeding or resting places for otter on the adjacent stretch of Langford 

Brook. It is considered likely that Langford Brook forms a small part of a much wider otter 

foraging territory and could therefore be used occasionally by foraging or commuting individuals.  

Other Notable Mammals 

3.50 Records of hedgehog Erinaceous europaeus and polecat Mustela putorius were returned during 

the desk study and harvest mouse Micromys minutus has been recorded over 1km from the Site.  

 
17 Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre and Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Environmental Records Centre (2018). 
Local Wildlife Sites Selection Criteria Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, Version 7 [Online]. Available at 
http://www.tverc.org/cms/sites/tverc/files/LWS%20Selection%20Criteria_v7%20Aug18.pdf [Accessed 01.11.21] 
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3.51 The Site is considered very unlikely to support harvest mouse with suitable habitat being limited 

to the small section of tall ruderal vegetation which is in itself sub optimal. This species is 

therefore not considered likely to be present.   

3.52 The boundary vegetation provides some suitable vegetation for hedgehog and polecat. Rabbits 

are also present and are a prey species of polecat.  The presence of small numbers of hedgehog 

and polecat in the boundary vegetation is assumed.  

Invertebrates 

3.53 A number of notable beetle, moth, fly and butterfly species have been recorded at Gavray Drive 

Meadows c.1.4km northeast of the Site.  These include black hairstreak Satyrium pruni, brown 

hairstreak Thecla betulae and white-letter hairstreak Satyrium w-album butterflies.  Black and 

brown hairstreak larvae require blackthorn scrub, and white-letter hairstreak larvae require elm 

species. The boundary scrub and hedgerows do support habitat suitable for the larvae of each of 

these butterfly species, however nectar sources for the adult butterflies are fairly limited. The 

presence of small numbers of each of these species cannot be discounted and is therefore 

assumed for the purpose of this assessment.  

3.54 The presence of temporary grass ley (preceded by arable crops) as the predominant habitat 

means that insecticides have likely been applied to the Site in recent years and so a notable 

diversity of invertebrates is considered unlikely.  
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4.0 DISCUSSION & RECOMMENDATIONS 

Statutory Designated Sites 

4.1 The Site supported no statutory designations for nature conservation interest, but three SSSIs 

and one LNR lie within the potential ZoI as shown on Figure 1.  

4.2 The site lies within the outer limits of the SSSI Impact Risk Zones18 of Wendlebury Meads and 

Mansmoor Closes, Arcott Bridge Meadows and Ardley Cutting and Quarry Residential SSSIs.  

Development is not however listed as a development type that Natural England identify as a 

potential risk to the conservation status of any of these sites. 

4.3 Given the intervening distance and absence of public footpath connectivity from the Site to the 

SSSIs, no material increase in recreational pressure as a result of the development is considered 

likely. Furthermore, there is no hydrological connectivity between the site and Arncott Bridge 

Meadows and Ardley Cutting and Quarry. 

4.4 Wendlebury Meads and Mansmoor Closes SSSI also lies adjacent to Langford Brook 

downstream of the Site. To minimise the risk to downstream habitats including the SSSI 

construction operations and site management protocols to prevent pollution and soil run-off 

resulting in siltation and/or changes in water quality.  Although the Environment Agency (EA)’s 

Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPGs) have been withdrawn, they still remain the best source of 

guidance in relation to avoidance of pollution.  Reference will be paid to PPG01-06, PPG21 and 

PPG22 (available on the National archives).  

4.5 The Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) guidance will also be 

followed, in particular: 

• CIRIA C471 – Environmental Good Practice on Site (4th Edition) 2015;  

• CIRIA C532D – Control of water pollution from construction sites. Guidance for consultants 

and contractors (2001); and 

• CIRIA SP156 – Control of Water Pollution from Construction Sites (2012). 

4.6 These measures should be detailed within an Ecological Construction Method Statement (ECMS) 

prepared for the development.  Subject to these measures being fulfilled, no significant impacts 

upon water quality of Langford Brook or adjacent habitats are anticipated to arise as a result of 

the development.  

4.7 Furthermore, the proposed creation of wetland habitats within the ‘eco park’ to the east of the 

Site will complement existing semi-aquatic habitats, providing a wider network of wetland habitats 

in the immediate area.  

4.8 No significant impacts on local SSSIs are therefore anticipated as a result of the proposed 

development. 

4.9 Bure Park LNR is situated within the urban extent of Bicester. There are no terrestrial or 

hydrological links between the Site and the habitats within the park, which is managed for 

recreation with an established network of footpaths19.   The small increase in residential dwellings 

 
18 The Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) are a GIS tool developed by Natural England to make a rapid initial assessment of the potential 
risks to SSSIs posed by development proposals. They define zones around each SSSI which reflect the particular sensitivities of the 
features for which it is notified and indicate the types of development proposal which could potentially have adverse impacts 
19 https://redkitedays.co.uk/bure-park-nature-reserve/ 
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at the Site will not result in a significant increase in residential impacts on the LNR above that 

which is it already designed to accommodate.   

Non-statutory Designated Sites 

4.10 The Site does not support any non-statutory designations though there are two within 2km of the 

Site: Bicester Wetland Reserve LWS and Promised Land Farm Meadows potential CDWS.  

4.11 Bicester Wetland Reserve LWS lies 300m south of the Site on the opposite side of Langford 

Brook.  It is separated from the Site by the sewage treatment works and Bicester Garden Centre 

however, it is however hydrologically linked to the Site by Langford Brook.  This non-statutory site 

will be protected from indirect impacts arising during construction by the precautionary working 

methods outlined above. 

4.12 Promised Land Farm Meadows potential CDWS lies within the site boundary of part of a 

consented development (ref:19/01740/HYBRID). A majority of the Site will be lost as a result of 

this development and thus it is not considered further in this appraisal. 

4.13 No significant impacts on local non-statutory sites are therefore anticipated as a result of the 

proposed development. 

Habitats 

4.14 The degree to which habitats receive consideration within the planning system relies on a 

number of mechanisms, including:  

• Inclusion within a specific policy, for example veteran trees, ancient woodland and linear 

habitats within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); 

• A non-statutory site designation; 

• Habitats considered as habitats of principal importance for the conservation of biodiversity as 

listed within Section 41 (S41) of the NERC Act 2006; or   

• Habitats identified as being a Priority Habitat within the local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP). 

4.15 The only habitats to fall under any of the above are the boundary hedgerows and trees. These 

more established habitats are considered to be of greater value to wildlife and will be largely 

retained and enhanced within future layouts for applications which impact these boundaries.  

4.16 To avoid damage/disturbance of these retained features during construction it is recommended 

that an Ecological Protection Zone (EPZ) around the retained trees and vegetation along the 

watercourse should be established during the construction phase. EPZs can often be achieved 

through co-ordination with tree protection measures required as good arboricultural practice 

including BS5837 Trees in Relation to Construction – Recommendations: 2012 for trees and 

hedgerows, where all retained trees are protected from damage and soil compaction during 

works by maintaining protected Root Protection Areas (RPAs).  This zone is demarcated with 

temporary protective fencing determined in accordance with BS 5837 (2012) and signage.  It is 

recommended that details of such measures and their implementation are delivered through an 

ECMS prepared for the Site. 

4.17 The dominant temporary grassland habitat was of limited botanical value being temporary, under 

intensive management and comprised of common and widespread plant species.  The removal of 

this habitat is not considered likely to significantly impact local wildlife populations and its loss 
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does not represent a constraint to development.  There is significant scope for enhancement 

within the ‘eco park’, which will serve to provide the mitigation and enhancements required to 

serve the entire development. The following being incorporated into the landscape design for this 

area: 

• Retention of a majority of the existing boundary hedgerows and scrub; 

• Creation of a pond designed, planted and managed for wildlife to compliment the habitat 

within the Bicester Wetland Reserve LWS;   

• Creation of neutral species rich grassland; 

• Enhancement of some of the temporary grass ley to become a permanent grassland; 

• Planting of additional scattered native scrub throughout the ‘eco park’, including fruit and 

seed-bearing species to compliment that which is already present along the ditch and the 

Site boundaries;  

• Creation of a quiet zone for wildlife around the pond and neutral grassland towards the rear 

of the ‘eco park’. This will have less footpaths (and only mown rather than sealed) and 

signage and interpretation boards to ensure it is kept separate from the main amenity area at 

the front; and 

• Planting of trees throughout the development to add structural and species diversity to the 

Site. 

4.18 Design for the habitat creation in this area and the biodiversity net gain it provides for the entire 

development, is provided in the Bicester Arc ‘eco park’ Biodiversity Net Gain Technical Note20.  

4.19 Specifications for new planting in the ‘eco park’ and other habitat creation as well as the 

measures to maintain existing habitats, to ensure successful establishment of new habitats, and 

to maintain the value of all ecological features in the long-term should be detailed within a 

Landscape Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) secured by planning condition.  

Protected/Notable Species 

4.20 Certain species receive legal protection in the United Kingdom and are commonly known as 

‘Protected Species’. In reality, the level of protection for different species varies considerably, 

from protection solely against ‘killing and injury’ to full protection of the species and their places of 

refuge. Where pertinent, details of legal protection afforded to species/species-groups are 

provided below. 

4.21 In addition to protected species, there are other species/species-groups that do not receive legal 

protection, but which are notable owing to their conservation status as Priority Species or other 

status.  Details of any actual or potential notable species within the Site are identified below. 

4.22 Baseline investigations have identified protected species implications for the Site relating to 

breeding birds, foraging and commuting bats, reptiles, badgers and hedgehogs which are 

discussed in turn below. 

 
20 FPCR 2023, Bicester Arc ‘Eco Park’ Biodiversity Net Gain Technical Note. Produced for Peverill Securities. 
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Bats 

4.23 All bats and their roosts are afforded full legal protection under the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

The purpose of the legislation is to maintain and restore protected species to a situation where 

their populations are favourable. 

4.24 Under Regulation 41 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

it is illegal to deliberately capture, injure or kill; deliberately disturb (including intentionally or 

recklessly) all UK bat species. This includes disturbance which impairs their ability to: breed and 

rear young; migrate; and hibernate; or affects their local distribution and abundance. 

Foraging and Commuting 

4.25 Bat activity across the Site was generally low level and comprised a small assemblage of 

common and widespread bat species.  The majority of habitat to be lost consists of temporary 

grass ley which is considered to be of limited value to bats and its loss is not considered likely to 

significantly impact use of the site by bats. 

4.26 The majority of more suitable habitat, mature hedgerows and trees, are to be retained and 

protected within the layout.  

4.27 In addition, the habitat enhancements and creation within the ‘eco park’ will serve to enhance the 

site for foraging and commuting bats by increasing the habitat diversity present, thus encouraging 

invertebrate prey species. The retained hedgerows along the southern boundary also provide an 

east-west dark corridor for bats along the southern boundary to the ‘eco park’. Future 

development phases that adjoin the southern boundary will ensure these retained hedgerows 

remain dark.  

4.28 A sympathetic lighting scheme is recommended with the following design measures: 

• The direct lighting of existing trees, scrub, hedgerows and any habitat on the ‘eco park’ should 

be avoided;  

• Road and flood lighting should avoid using mercury or metal halide lamps, and where possible 

utilise warmer colour lights with peak wavelengths >550nm (~3000°K);  

• Lighting should be directional and light spillage should be avoided;  

• Lighting columns should in general be as short as possible, although in some locations taller 

columns would allow reduced horizontal spill;  

• Lighting levels should be as low as guidelines permit and only used where required for public 

safety.  

4.29 Subject to these measures being applied, it is not anticipated that the proposed development will 

have a significant adverse impact on foraging or commuting bats.  
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4.

4.

Reptiles and Amphibians 

4.34 In England and Wales all reptile species are listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). This affords them protection against killing and injuring. Common toad 

are listed as a Priority Species for conservation.  

4.35 Reptiles are not considered likely to be currently present on the Site.  Common and widespread 

amphibians could potentially breed within P2 and thus be on the Site in their terrestrial phase. 

The measures incorporated into the detailed landscaping scheme for the ‘eco park’ will enhance 

the Site for reptiles and amphibians and thus encourage any in the vicinity to utilise the Site and 

expand their range within Bicester.  

4.36 Installation of hibernacula around the pond will provide shelter and hibernation potential where 

there is currently none.  

Birds 

4.37 All wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended). This makes it an offence to:  

I. Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

II. Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built; 

III. Take, damage or destroy the egg of any wild bird; or 

IV. To have in one's possession, or control, any wild bird (dead or alive) or egg or any 

part of a wild bird or egg. 

4.38 In addition, further protection is afforded to those wild bird species listed on Schedule 1, 

prohibiting any intentional or reckless disturbance to these species while it is nest building, or at a 

nest containing eggs or young, or to recklessly disturb the dependent young of such a bird.   

4.39 The habitat measures described for the ‘eco park’ will retain and enhance existing habitat and 

create further habitat for the generalist species recorded within the Site including the locally 

important song thrush and dunnock. The planting of native fruit and seed-bearing species will 

enhance foraging opportunities for a wide range of species.  
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4.40 The loss of the grassland fields will lead to a loss of the locally important skylark as a probable 

breeder on Site since this species favours large open fields for breeding. The creation of species 

rich grassland within the ‘eco park’ will continue to provide some foraging and breeding resources 

for this species as well as other such as meadow pipit. This grassland will be managed 

appropriately (i.e. no cut between early April and the end of May and subsequent cuts at least 

seven weeks apart to enable success for later nests) to ensure it remains potential habitat for 

skylark. The species rich grassland to the east of the scrub/ditch dividing line will be located in a 

quieter area of the ‘eco park’ to allow reduce disturbance to ground nesting birds. Overall, 

considering the abundance of similar suitable grassland habitats in the wider landscape to the 

south of the Site it is considered that the development proposals will lead to a minor (non-

significant) impact on the grassland species recorded including skylark.  

4.41 To avoid disturbance to breeding birds, areas for ground clearance works and vegetation removal 

will be checked prior to removal or works by an experienced ecologist.  If active nests are found, 

vegetation will be left untouched and suitably buffered from works until all birds have fledged. 

Specific advice will be provided prior to undertaking the clearance. This would be a statutory 

requirement due to the protection of all nesting birds and their nests under WCA.  A suitably 

qualified ecologist would supervise this. These measures will ensure the impact of disturbance 

during construction to any nesting birds is reduced to negligible. 

4.42 The proposed creation of the pond within the ‘eco park’ will provide an ecological enhancement 

by providing suitable habitat for a range of wetland birds not yet recorded within the Site.  

Planting the pond with an appropriate native marginal vegetation mix that includes common reed 

for example will provide suitable nesting opportunities for species including reed bunting 

Emberiza schoeniculus and sedge warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus.  Non-native wetland 

plants should be avoided. 

4.43 Additional enhancements that could be integrated with the on-going management of the Site 

include the erection of a mixture of nest box types on retained trees. The following provides 

details of suitable nest box types to be erected at suitable locations: 

• A mixture of small hole (25 to 32mm diameter) boxes placed on suitable trees will provide 

nesting opportunities for species such as blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus and great tit Parus 

major.  These boxes generally have a high uptake rate; 

• Small open fronted nest boxes placed on suitable trees especially those which support a 

climber such as ivy which provides a degree of concealment. These boxes typically attract 

species such as robin and blackbird; and 

• Larger wood nest boxes with large holes (45-50 mm diameter) placed on suitable trees will 

provide nesting for starling. These boxes will also provide suitable nesting for great spotted 

woodpecker Dendrocopos major when placed on large mature trees. 

4.44 The inclusion within the built environment of species-specific nest boxes for house sparrow 

Passer domesticus and swift Apus apus will encourage these urban species which have both 

undergone significant local and national declines to breed on Site. 

Otter 

4.45 Otter are fully protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and are 

priority conservation species. They are also a European Protected Species which affords them 

the same level of protection as is given to bats. 
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4.46 There is some potential for otter to use Langford Brook as part of a much wider foraging territory.  

Otter could be disturbed whilst using this habitat during construction. The good practice 

measures described with regards to badgers will also avoid impacts on foraging otter. 

4.47 Given the provision of a significant green buffer between the development footprint and the brook 

(the ‘eco park’), and the water quality protection measures to be detailed in an ECMS, 

construction of the proposed development is not considered likely to have any impacts on otter 

potentially using the brook. 

4.48 The habitat creation measures described will enhance the habitat adjacent to the brook and the 

sensitive lighting scheme will ensure that there is no disturbance from lighting during the 

operational phase of the development.  

4.49 Subject to the fulfilment of these recommendations, the proposed development will have no 

impact on foraging otter.  

Hedgehog and polecat 

4.50 Whilst hedgehog and polecat are not currently a protected species, their populations have 

declined significantly in recent years, and they are considered a priority for conservation. 

4.51 The main potential habitats for these species on the Site are the boundary hedgerows and scrub 

which is to be largely retained.   

4.52 As hedgehogs hibernate within piles of dead vegetation and debris, removal of such material 

across the site should be conducted outside of November to February inclusive.  It is also 

recommended that during the construction phase materials should not be stored near areas of 

retained habitat or otherwise should be hand searched prior to removal.  The best practice 

measures to be followed throughout construction for badger and otter (and detailed within an 

ECMS) will also ensure no harm to hedgehogs occurs.  

4.53 The habitat creation measures discussed will ensure connectivity is maintained across the Site 

for hedgehog as well as create addition foraging areas. No significant impacts upon hedgehogs 

are anticipated to arise as a result of the development. 

Invertebrates 

4.54 The boundary scrub and hedgerows do support habitat suitable for the larvae black, brown and 

white-letter hairstreak butterfly species, however nectar sources for the adult butterflies are fairly 

limited. The larval habitats are to be retained and protected during construction.  Furthermore, 

the habitat creation measures described within paragraph 4.17 will enhance the site for these 

species by providing additional blackthorn and elm scrub habitat for the larvae and the species 

rich grassland and pond edge planting will provide an enhanced nectar source for the adults.   

The proposed development is considered likely to have a positive impact on these species. 
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5.0  CONCLUSIONS 

5.1. The desk- and field-based baseline investigations have demonstrated that the habitats present 

within and around the Site do not pose an ‘in principle’ constraint to the Bicester Arc 

development. 

5.2. The retention of ecologically valuable habitats within the site design and the designation of the 

eastern part of the site as an ‘eco park’ supporting wetland, scrub and species rich grassland 

habitats means that the site is capable of achieving an enhancement for biodiversity in addition to 

providing additional habitat for a range of protected and notable species.  

5.3. On this basis, by virtue of the relatively limited constraint posed by the limited habitats and 

protected species interest within the site and the scale and scope of the ‘eco park’, the scheme is 

capable of compliance with relevant planning policy for the conservation of the natural 

environment at all levels. 

























Suitability 

Index 
Criteria Definition

Possible 

Score
P1 P2

Zone A - optimal 1

Zone B - marginal 0.5

Zone C - unsuitable 0.01

SI2 Pond Area Pond surface area to the nearest 50m2 * 0.8 0.8

Never Dries 0.9

Rarely dries (Dries no more than 2/10 years or in drought 1

Sometimes dries (Dries between 3/10 years to most years)
0.5

Dries annually 0.1

Good (abundant & diverse invertebrate community) 1

Moderate (moderate invertebrate community) 0.67

Poor (low invertebrate diversity, few submerged plants) 0.33

Bad (clearly polluted, pollutant tolerant invertebrates present, 

no submerged plants)
0.01

SI5 Shade % shade of pond perimeter to at least 1m from the shore * 1 0.6

Absent (no evidence of waterfowl, excluding moorhen) 1

Minor (waterfowl present, though little impact) 0.67

Major (severe impact of waterfowl) 0.01

Absent (no records of fish stocking and no fish seen during 

survey)
1

Poss ble (no evidence of fish, but conditions suggest 0.67

Minor (small numbers of crucian carp, goldfish or 0.33

Major (dense populations of fish present) 0.01

SI8
Pond Count No. ponds within 1 km of survey pond not separated by 

major barriers and divided by 3.14
* 0.32 0.32

Good (extensive habitat offering good opportunities for 

foraging and shelter surrounding pond)
1

Moderate (habitat offering opportunities for foraging and 

shelter, but not extensive and does not completely surround 

pond)

0.67

Poor (habitat with poor structure, offering limited 

opportunities for foraging and shelter)
0.33

None (No suitable habitat around pond) 0.01

SI10

Macrophytes % pond surface area occupied by macrophyte cover 

(excluding duckweed) and submerged plants reaching the 

surface

* 0.3 0.9

0.27 0.64

Poor Average

0.9

0.01

SI3

Permanence

SI1 1

Geographic 

Location

0.9

1

0.33

1

SI4

Water Quality

Pond Suitability                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

(<0.5 = poor; 0.5-0.59 = below average; 0.6-0.69 = average; 0.7-0.79 = good; >0.8 = 

excellent)

HSI Score = (SI1*SI2*SI3*SI4
*SI5*SI6

*SI7*SI8*SI9*SI10)
1/10

0.67

SI6

Waterfowl

SI7

Fish

0.670.01

0.670.33SI9

Terrestrial

Appendix C: HSI Results of the Ponds 
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Appendix 1: Interpretation of results 
 

Sample Condition 
 
Upon sample receipt we score your samples according to quality: good, low sediment, medium sediment, high 
sediment, white precipitate, and presence of algae. 
 
There are three reasons as to why sediment should be avoided:  

1. It is possible for DNA to persist within the sediment for longer than it would if it was floating in the water 
which could lead to a false positive result i.e. in this case GCN not recently present but present a long time ago 

2. In some cases sediment can cause inhibition of the PCR analysis used to detect GCN eDNA within samples 
which could lead to an indeterminate result. 

3. In some cases sediment can interfere with the DNA extraction procedure resulting in poor recovery of the 
eDNA which in turn can lead to an indeterminate result. 

 
Algae can make the DNA extraction more difficult to perform so if it can be avoided then this is helpful. 
 
Sometimes samples contain a white precipitate which we have found makes the recovery of eDNA very difficult. This 
precipitate can be present in such high amounts that it interferes with the eDNA extraction process meaning that we 
cannot recover the degradation control (nor most likely the eDNA itself) at sufficient levels for the control to be 
within the acceptable limits for the assay, therefore we have to classify these type of samples as indeterminate. 
 

What do my results mean? 
 
A positive result means that great crested newts are present in the water or have been present in the water in the 
recent past (eDNA degrades over around 7-21 days). 
 
A negative result means that DNA from the great crested newt has not been detected in your sample.  
 
On occasion an inconclusive result will be issued. This occurs where the DNA from the great crested newt has not been 
detected but the controls have indicated that either: the sample has been degraded and/or the eDNA was not fully 
extracted (poor recovery); or the PCR inhibited in some way. This may be due to the water chemistry or may be due 
to the presence of high levels of sediment in samples which can interfere with the DNA extraction process. A re-test 
could be performed but a fresh sample would need to be obtained. We have successfully performed re-tests on 
samples which have had high sediment content on the first collection and low sediment content (through improved 
sample collection) on the re-test. If water chemistry was the cause of the indeterminate then a re-test would most 
likely also return an inconclusive result. 
 
The results will be recorded as indeterminate if the GCN result is negative and the degradation result is recorded as: 

1.  evidence of decay - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted limits 
2.  evidence of degradation or residual inhibition - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted 

limits but that this could have been due to inhibitors not being removed sufficiently by the dilution of inhibited 
samples (according to the technical advice note)  
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Client:    Hayley Tomlin, 
 FPCR Environment and Design Ltd 
 
 

 
 
  

 
ADAS 

Spring Lodge 
 172 Chester Road 

Helsby 
WA6 0AR 

 
Tel: 01159 516747 

Email: Helen.Rees@adas.co.uk 
 

www.adas.uk  
 

Sample ID: ADAS-0495 Condition on Receipt: Good Volume: Passed 

Client Identifier: not supplied Description: pond water samples in preservative  

Date of Receipt: 23/04/2021 Material Tested: eDNA from pond water samples  

Determinant Result Method Date of Analysis 

Inhibition Control† 2 of 2 Real Time PCR 27/04/2021 

Degradation Control§ Within Limits Real Time PCR 27/04/2021 

Great Crested Newt* 0 of 12 (GCN negative) Real Time PCR 27/04/2021 

Negative PCR Control 
(Nuclease Free Water) 

0 of 4 Real Time PCR As above for GCN 

Positive PCR Control (GCN 
DNA 10-4 ng/µL)# 4 of 4 Real Time PCR As above for GCN 

Report Prepared by: Dr Helen Rees Report Issued by: Dr Ben Maddison 

Signed: Signed: 

Position: Director: Biotechnology Position: MD: Biotechnology 

Date of preparation: 29/04/2021 Date of issue: 29/04/2021 

 

eDNA analysis was carried out in accordance with the stipulated methodology found in the Technical Advice Note (WC1067 
Appendix 5 Technical Advice Note) published by DEFRA and adopted by Natural England. 

* If all PCR controls and extraction blanks give the expected results a sample is considered: negative for great crested newt if 
all of the replicates are negative; positive for great crested newt if one or more of the replicates are positive.  

† Recorded as the number of positive replicate reactions at expected Ct value. If the expected Ct value is not achieved, the 
sample is considered inhibited and is diluted as per the technical advice note prior to amplification with great crested newt 
primer and probes. 

§ No degradation is expected within time frame of kit preparation, sample collection and analysis. 

#Additional positive controls (10-1, 10-2, 10-3 ng/µL) are also routinely run, results not shown here. 
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Appendix 1: Interpretation of results 
 

Sample Condition 
 
Upon sample receipt we score your samples according to quality: good, low sediment, medium sediment, high 
sediment, white precipitate, and presence of algae. 
 
There are three reasons as to why sediment should be avoided:  

1. It is possible for DNA to persist within the sediment for longer than it would if it was floating in the water 
which could lead to a false positive result i.e. in this case GCN not recently present but present a long time ago 

2. In some cases sediment can cause inhibition of the PCR analysis used to detect GCN eDNA within samples 
which could lead to an indeterminate result. 

3. In some cases sediment can interfere with the DNA extraction procedure resulting in poor recovery of the 
eDNA which in turn can lead to an indeterminate result. 

 
Algae can make the DNA extraction more difficult to perform so if it can be avoided then this is helpful. 
 
Sometimes samples contain a white precipitate which we have found makes the recovery of eDNA very difficult. This 
precipitate can be present in such high amounts that it interferes with the eDNA extraction process meaning that we 
cannot recover the degradation control (nor most likely the eDNA itself) at sufficient levels for the control to be 
within the acceptable limits for the assay, therefore we have to classify these type of samples as indeterminate. 
 

What do my results mean? 
 
A positive result means that great crested newts are present in the water or have been present in the water in the 
recent past (eDNA degrades over around 7-21 days). 
 
A negative result means that DNA from the great crested newt has not been detected in your sample.  
 
On occasion an inconclusive result will be issued. This occurs where the DNA from the great crested newt has not been 
detected but the controls have indicated that either: the sample has been degraded and/or the eDNA was not fully 
extracted (poor recovery); or the PCR inhibited in some way. This may be due to the water chemistry or may be due 
to the presence of high levels of sediment in samples which can interfere with the DNA extraction process. A re-test 
could be performed but a fresh sample would need to be obtained. We have successfully performed re-tests on 
samples which have had high sediment content on the first collection and low sediment content (through improved 
sample collection) on the re-test. If water chemistry was the cause of the indeterminate then a re-test would most 
likely also return an inconclusive result. 
 
The results will be recorded as indeterminate if the GCN result is negative and the degradation result is recorded as: 

1.  evidence of decay - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted limits 
2.  evidence of degradation or residual inhibition - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted 

limits but that this could have been due to inhibitors not being removed sufficiently by the dilution of inhibited 
samples (according to the technical advice note)  
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Client: Nick Grant, 
 FPCR Environment and Design Ltd 
 
 

 
 
  

 
ADAS 

Spring Lodge 
 172 Chester Road 

Helsby 
WA6 0AR 

 
Tel: 01159 229249 

Email: Helen.Rees@adas.co.uk 
 

www.adas.uk  
 

Sample ID: ADAS-707 Condition on Receipt: Low Sediment Volume: Passed 

Client Identifier: P1, 10048 Description: pond water samples in preservative  

Date of Receipt: 19/05/2023 Material Tested: eDNA from pond water samples  

Determinant Result Method Date of Analysis 

Inhibition Control† 2 of 2 Real Time PCR 23/05/2023 

Degradation Control§ Within Limits Real Time PCR 23/05/2023 

Great Crested Newt* 0 of 12 (GCN negative) Real Time PCR 23/05/2023 

Negative PCR Control 
(Nuclease Free Water) 

0 of 4 Real Time PCR As above for GCN 

Positive PCR Control (GCN 
DNA 10-4 ng/µL)# 4 of 4 Real Time PCR As above for GCN 

Report Prepared by: Dr Helen Rees Report Issued by: Dr Ben Maddison 

Signed: Signed: 

Position: Director: Biotechnology Position: MD: Biotechnology 

Date of preparation: 23/05/2023 Date of issue: 23/05/2023 

 

eDNA analysis was carried out in accordance with the stipulated methodology found in the Technical Advice Note (WC1067 
Appendix 5 Technical Advice Note) published by DEFRA and adopted by Natural England. 

* If all PCR controls and extraction blanks give the expected results a sample is considered: negative for great crested newt if 
all of the replicates are negative; positive for great crested newt if one or more of the replicates are positive. 

† Recorded as the number of positive replicate reactions at expected Ct value. If the expected Ct value is not achieved, the 
sample is considered inhibited and is diluted as per the technical advice note prior to amplification with great crested newt 
primer and probes. 

§ No degradation is expected within time frame of kit preparation, sample collection and analysis. 

#Additional positive controls (10-1, 10-2, 10-3 ng/µL) are also routinely run, results not shown here. 



   

 

ADAS eDNA Results Sheet: 1040055-ADAS-10048 (01)  P a g e  | 2 Edition: 01 

 

Appendix 1: Interpretation of results 
 

Sample Condition 
 
Upon sample receipt we score your samples according to quality: good, low sediment, medium sediment, high 
sediment, white precipitate, and presence of algae. 
 
There are three reasons as to why sediment should be avoided:  

1. It is possible for DNA to persist within the sediment for longer than it would if it was floating in the water 
which could lead to a false positive result i.e. in this case GCN not recently present but present a long time ago 

2. In some cases sediment can cause inhibition of the PCR analysis used to detect GCN eDNA within samples 
which could lead to an indeterminate result. 

3. In some cases sediment can interfere with the DNA extraction procedure resulting in poor recovery of the 
eDNA which in turn can lead to an indeterminate result. 

 
Algae can make the DNA extraction more difficult to perform so if it can be avoided then this is helpful. 
 
Sometimes samples contain a white precipitate which we have found makes the recovery of eDNA very difficult. This 
precipitate can be present in such high amounts that it interferes with the eDNA extraction process meaning that we 
cannot recover the degradation control (nor most likely the eDNA itself) at sufficient levels for the control to be 
within the acceptable limits for the assay, therefore we have to classify these type of samples as indeterminate. 
 

What do my results mean? 
 
A positive result means that great crested newts are present in the water or have been present in the water in the 
recent past (eDNA degrades over around 7-21 days). 
 
A negative result means that DNA from the great crested newt has not been detected in your sample.  
 
On occasion an inconclusive result will be issued. This occurs where the DNA from the great crested newt has not been 
detected but the controls have indicated that either: the sample has been degraded and/or the eDNA was not fully 
extracted (poor recovery); or the PCR inhibited in some way. This may be due to the water chemistry or may be due 
to the presence of high levels of sediment in samples which can interfere with the DNA extraction process. A re-test 
could be performed but a fresh sample would need to be obtained. We have successfully performed re-tests on 
samples which have had high sediment content on the first collection and low sediment content (through improved 
sample collection) on the re-test. If water chemistry was the cause of the indeterminate then a re-test would most 
likely also return an inconclusive result. 
 
The results will be recorded as indeterminate if the GCN result is negative and the degradation result is recorded as: 

1.  evidence of decay - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted limits 
2.  evidence of degradation or residual inhibition - meaning that the degradation control was outside of accepted 

limits but that this could have been due to inhibitors not being removed sufficiently by the dilution of inhibited 
samples (according to the technical advice note)  

 




