Canal &

River Trust
Making life better by water

Cherwell District Council Your Ref 23/02098/0UT
Bodicote House

Bodicote Our Ref CRTR-PLAN-2023-40681
Banbury

Oxfordshire Tuesday 9 January 2024

OX15 4AA

Dear Andrew Thompson,

Proposal: Amended Information. Outline application, with all matters reserved, for a multi-phased (severable),
comprehensive residential-led mixed use development comprising: Up to 215,000 square metres gross
external area of residential floorspace (or ¢.1,800 homes which depending on the housing mix could result in
a higher or lower number of housing units) within Use Class C3/C4 and large houses of multiple occupation
(Sui Generis); Supporting social infrastructure including secondary school/primary school(s) (Use Class F1);
health, indoor sport and recreation, emergency and nursery facilities (Class E(d)-(f)). Supporting retail, leisure
and community uses, including retail (Class E(a)), cafes and restaurants (Class E(b)), commercial and
professional services (Class E(c)), a hotel (Use Class C1), local community uses (Class F2), and other local
centre uses within a Sui Generis use including public houses, bars and drinking establishments (including
with expanded food provision), hot food takeaways, venues for live music performance, theatre, and cinema.
Up to 155,000 net additional square metres (gross external area) of flexible employment uses including
research and development, office and workspace and associated uses (Use E(g)), industrial (Use Class B2)
and storage (Use Class B8) in connection with the expansion of Begbroke Science Park; Highway works,
including new vehicular, cyclist and pedestrian roads and paths, improvements to the existing Sandy Lane
and Begbroke Hill road, a bridge over the Oxford Canal, safeguarded land for a rail halt, and car and cycle
parking with associated electric vehicle charging infrastructure; Landscape and public realm, including areas
for sustainable urban drainage systems, allotments, biodiversity areas, outdoor play and sports facilities (Use
Class F2(c)); Utility, energy, water, and waste water facilities and infrastructure; together with enabling, site
clearance, demolition and associated works, including temporary meanwhile uses. The Proposed
Development affects the setting of a listed building and includes potential alterations to public rights of way.
The application is accompanied by an Environmental Statement

Location: Begbroke Science Park, Begbroke Hill, Begbroke, Kidlington
Waterway: Oxford Canal

Thank you for your consultation.

We are the charity who look after and bring to life 2000 miles of canals & rivers. Our waterways contribute to the
health and wellbeing of local communities and economies, creating attractive and connected places to live, work,
volunteer and spend leisure time. These historic, natural and cultural assets form part of the strategic and local
green-blue infrastructure network, linking urban and rural communities as well as habitats. By caring for our
waterways and promoting their use we believe we can improve the wellbeing of our nation. The Trust is a
statutory consultee in the Development Management process.

Based on the information available our substantive response (as required by the Town & Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended)) is that the Trust has no further
comment to make on the proposal. Our response of 25.08.23 is still applicable.
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Please do not hesitate to contact me with any queries you may have.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Hennell MRTPI
Area Planner

Jane.Hennell@canalrivertrust.org.uk
07747 897793

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/specialist-teams/planning-and-design
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