"In addition to the immediate biodiversity uplift in this
horse paddock, this project is the first step on a far
more ambitious programme or works."

How did you come to look at Biodiversity Gain (BG)?
We bought the farm in 2016 and have an ambitious plan to create a large-scale
biodiversity project over the next 10 years. This initial project sees us start this
longer term ambition, with the creation of a 2ha heritage orchard and
wildflower meadow paddock that was a field of horse pasture.

Fruit orchards play a critical role in creating a biodiverse, wildlife rich ecosystem,
and with many varieties of apple trees originating from Oxfordshire in the 18th
and 19th Century (with some even dating back to the 16th century) our objective
to is to re-create a traditional Oxfordshire fruit orchard managed with as
minimal, and if possible, no pesticide intervention.
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What are the benefits to the farm in having a BG Project? contribute towards this.
In addition to the immediate biodiversity uplift in this horse paddock, this
project is the first step on a far more ambitious programme or works. Our longer
term objective is to establish a much larger area with the intention of
contributing to nature’s recovery in the county. \We are keen to adopt a
rewilding approach to the site whilst also partnering up with our neighbouring
farmer who owns 700 acres of surrounding farmland with the intention of using
the entire site to create a 1000+ acre biodiverse, wildlife-rich habitat and
establish a wider set of new land management techniques to provide extensive
benefits for the environment. In the longer term our orchard would then be part
of this network of habitats that allows populations to move between sites
providing a valuable source of food.

"Our longer term objective is to
establish a much larger area
with the intention of
contributing to nature's
recovery in the county.”

How easy was the application process?
The application process was straightforward and the TOE staff were very

approachable and helpful. Ignoring initial conversations, the whole process took b O“‘ ~_4Q_7 003 = | :
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similarly straightforward and we have always received payment as expected. 1
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