
From: George Smith   
Sent: 12 July 2022 17:28 
To: James Kirkham   
Subject: Planning Application - 22/01682/F 

Dear James, 

 

I am writing to you regarding the proposed solar farm in Noke (Planning Application - 22/01682/F), 
which I am opposed to for the following reasons.  

  

The land selected for solar panels is on high yielding productive farmland that is and has been used 
to successfully grow wheat, barley, oilseed rape and beans to help feed the UK population. 

In the interest of eating more sustainably and reducing food miles we should not be removing large 
areas of productive farmland. Doing so will only increase our reliance on food imports and increase 
carbon being released into the atmosphere. 

Whilst there is a need for renewable energy sources, productive arable land should not be destroyed 
to meet this demand because although it helps to solve one issue it creates another. Solar panels, if 
they are to be installed at ground level, should be located on areas of land that are not used for food 
production. The importance of producing our own food has been highlighted by the war in Ukraine 
which has put at risk global wheat supplies causing prices to rise. 

The area of land is located next to the Otmoor RSPB nature reserve that attracts bird watchers and 
walkers to the area. Building of the solar farm would have a significant visual impact on those visiting 
the area. The footpath that currently runs alongside farmland will be encircled by solar panels (2.8m 
tall), fences (2.1m tall) and security cameras (3.2m tall) which will ruin this stretch of footpath. The 
land towards Logg Farm and Oddington is lower than the solar panel location which will make the 
solar farm visible and a scar on the landscape from the village.   

Additionally, the ground is on a North facing slope which is undesirable for solar farms with many 
solar farm companies only developing flat or south sloping land. The solar panels in this proposal 
must be excessively tall to compensate for the north facing slope. Tracking solar panels are more 
efficient and should be used for future development because they can be up to 15% more efficient 
however this is not possible on this land because of its north facing slope (Ref 1). This land was not 
and would not have been chosen by a solar company for solar panels because of its north facing 
slope, footpaths, proximity to Otmoor RSPB nature reserve and local heritage assets that will be 
compromised, the only reason for the proposal is because the landowner went to Green Nation 
asking to put panels on his land for his own economic gain.  

  

The plans do not benefit locals in the neighbouring villages (Noke, Islip, Oddington). In fact, this 

proposal will ruin the beautiful and open footpath between Oddington and Noke. The power is being 

fed directly back into the national grid and not supplying local residents with power which is another 

negative. The 3 villages have a lot of historic value that attracts tourists and locals to explore them 

and walk between them on the footpaths.  



Many locals and tourists visit the area to explore the circular route around the RSPB nature reserve 
and the solar panels would greatly reduce the nature, biodiversity and visual appearance of the 
area.  

  

Green Nation state that they ideally use brownfield sites for solar farms and if no brownfield sites 
are available, they would use low grade agricultural land. From the Gov.uk website low grade 
agricultural land would be grade 4 “poor quality land” or lower. The land quality in the area 
proposed has successfully grown high yielding crops of oil seed rape, wheat and spring beans which 
should not be possible according to the gov.uk website if it were truly poor-quality land. Thus, this 
land should not be used for a solar farm because it is productive and high yielding agricultural land. 
The land quality survey I believe to be biased and inaccurate and could have been influenced by the 
landowner and Green Nation when it was carried out because the fields and notably the most 
northern field that the footpath runs along next to the footpath is good quality and high yielding. It 
would likely be graded as 3a by a non-biased soil analysis company, making it unacceptable to put 
solar panels on. 

  

The Oxfordshire way is a popular and historic walk with many points of interest in Islip and Noke that 
causes tourists and locals to love visiting the area and walking between the two villages (Ref 4). The 
highland that the footpath the Oxfordshire Way follows will look directly down onto the solar farm 
with all the panels being visible to walkers. This section of path from Islip to Noke is historically 
known as “The Wake” or “Coffin” path and is mentioned as a point of interest on the Oxfordshire 
County Council website. It would be a shame for such historic villages to be in such close proximity 
to the panels and ruin the view from the Oxfordshire way down towards the River Ray and Otmoor 
RSPB nature reserve.  

The solar farm in such proximity to the RSPB nature reserve could cause issues for the high number 
and diversity of birds in the area. Paper by Natural England 2017 suggests not to build solar farms 
near protected areas such as an RSPB nature reserve (Ref 5), but research into the potential effects 
are still ongoing.  

  

Having attended Green Nation meetings during the planning of this solar farm and reading the 

surveys carried out the information they put forward towards this solar farm is incredibly 

unrepresentative and they are clearly doing anything in their power to mislead the public and 

planners to complete the development. For example, when questioned about who would manage 

the temporary footpath, they would not give a straight answer even when I questioned them 

multiple times. I have this recorded if you would like to listen to it. They made much of their 

proposal to boost the biodiversity on the island however the west end of it is currently left natural as 

a flower meadow so there will be very little increase in biodiversity by sowing a few more different 

flower species on it. The rest of the island has a mixture of mature trees and dense undergrowth. 

The planting suggested around the solar panels will never completely hide the panels when walking 

alongside the footpath and will transform this typical English countryside with wide ranging distant 

views into something akin to a city park.  

They suggested planting a turtle dove mix however there have been no turtle doves in the area for 

many years! The temporary road to the solar panels will cause lots of issues for Noke because the 

single entrance and exit to Noke is a single-track road that the work traffic will have to go down. 

http://gov.uk/


Coming down here with a tractor to enter the field during summer you would typically meet 

someone, and it would be difficult to pass causing congestion even though it is not a long distance 

before you can enter the field.  

  

The location of the solar panels in relation to the Oxfordshire way, Oddington and Noke can be seen 
in the images below. The solar farm will be visible from the historic St Andrews church in Oddington, 
grade 2 listed Rectory Farm House and grade 2 listed Logg Farm House.  

 

To see the images and the extracts taken from each reference please open the attached PDF.  

  

Ref 1: https://www.renewableenergyhub.co.uk/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-solar-
farm-requirements/  

Ref 2: https://greennation.co.uk/asset-development/#development 

Ref 3: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-assess-proposals-for-
development/guide-to-assessing-development-proposals-on-agricultural-land  

Ref 4: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/countryside/walks-
and-rides/oxfordshire-way 

Ref 5: http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6384664523046912 

  

Thank you for taking the time to read this email. Please would you consider opposing this 
development proposal.  

  

Kind regards, 

George Smith 
Logg Mead House  
Oddington 
Kidlington  
Oxfordshire 
OX5 2QU 
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I object to the proposal for the following reasons:  

The land selected for solar panels is on high yielding productive farmland that is and has been used 

to successfully grow wheat, barley, oilseed rape and beans to help feed the UK population.  

In the interest of eating more sustainably and reducing food miles we should not be removing large 

areas of productive farmland. Doing so will only increase our reliance on food imports and increase 

carbon being released into the atmosphere.  

Whilst there is a need for renewable energy sources, productive arable land should not be destroyed 

to meet this demand because although it helps to solve one issue it creates another. Solar panels, if 

they are to be installed at ground level, should be located on areas of land that it not used for food 

production. The importance of producing our own food has been highlighted by the war in Ukraine 

which has put at risk global wheat supplies causing prices to rise.  

The area of land is located next to the Otmoor RSPB nature reserve that attracts bird watchers and 

walkers to the area. Building of the solar farm would have a significant visual impact on those visiting 

the area. The footpath that currently runs alongside farmland will be encircled by solar panels (2.8m 

tall), fences (2.1m tall) and security cameras (3.2m tall) which will ruin this stretch of footpath. The 

land towards Logg Farm and Oddington is lower than the solar panel location which will make the 

solar farm visible and a scar on the landscape from the village. There are a high number of brown 

hares that live in these fields and hedge rows which would be badly impacted by the solar farm.   

Additionally, the ground is on a North facing slope which is undesirable for solar farms with many 

solar farm companies only developing flat or south sloping land. The solar panels in this proposal 

must be excessively tall to compensate for the north facing slope. Tracking solar panels are more 

efficient and should be used for future development because they can be up to 15% more efficient 

however this is not possible on this land because of its north facing slope.  This land was not and 

would not have been chosen by a solar company for solar panels because of its north facing slope, 

footpaths, proximity to Otmoor RSPB nature reserve and local heritage assets that will be 

compromised, the only reason for the proposal is because the landowner went to Green Nation 

asking to put panels on his land for his own economic gain.  

 

https://www.renewableenergyhub.co.uk/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-solar-farm-

requirements/  

The plans do not benefit locals in the neighbouring villages (Noke, Islip, Oddington). In fact, this 

proposal will ruin the beautiful and open footpath between Oddington and Noke. The power is being 

fed directly back into the national grid and not supplying local residents with power which is another 

negative. The 3 villages have a lot of historic value that attracts tourists and locals to explore them 

and walk between them on the footpaths.  

Many locals and tourists visit the area to explore the circular route around the RSPB nature reserve 

and the solar panels would greatly reduce the nature, biodiversity and visual appearance of the area.  
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https://greennation.co.uk/asset-development/#development 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-assess-proposals-for-

development/guide-to-assessing-development-proposals-on-agricultural-land  

Green Nation state that they ideally use brownfield sites for solar farms and if no brownfield sites 

are available, they would use low grade agricultural land. From the Gov.uk website low grade 

agricultural land would be grade 4 “poor quality land” or lower. The land quality in the area 

proposed has successfully grown high yielding crops of oil seed rape, wheat and spring beans which 

should not be possible according to the gov.uk website if it were truly poor-quality land. Thus, this 

land should not be used for a solar farm because it is productive and high yielding agricultural land. 

The land quality survey I believe to be biased and inaccurate and could have been influenced by the 

landowner and Green Nation when it was carried out because the fields and notably the most 

northern field that the footpath runs along next to the footpath is good quality and high yielding. It 

would likely be graded as 3a by a non-biased soil analysis company, making it unacceptable to put 

solar panels on.  

 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/countryside/walks-and-

rides/oxfordshire-way  
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The Oxfordshire way is a popular and historic walk with many points of interest in Islip and Noke that 

causes tourists and locals to love visiting the area and walking between the two villages. The 

highland that the footpath the Oxfordshire Way follows will look directly down onto the solar farm 

with all the panels being visible to walkers. This section of path from Islip to Noke is historically 

known as “The Wake” or “Coffin” path and is mentioned as a point of interest on the Oxfordshire 

County Council website. It would be a shame for such historic villages to be in such close proximity 

to the panels and ruin the view from the Oxfordshire way down towards the River Ray and Otmoor 

RSPB nature reserve.  

 

 



 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6384664523046912  

 

The solar farm in such proximity to the RSPB nature reserve could cause issues for the high number 

and diversity of birds in the area. Paper by Natural England 2017 suggests not to build solar farms 

near protected areas such as an RSPB nature reserve, but research into the potential effects are still 

ongoing.  

Having attended Green Nation meetings during the planning of this solar farm and reading the 

surveys carried out the information they put forward towards this solar farm is incredibly 

unrepresentative and they are clearly doing anything in their power to mislead the public and 

planners to complete the development. For example, when questioned about who would manage 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6384664523046912


the temporary footpath, they would not give a straight answer even when I questioned them 

multiple times. I have this recorded if you would like to listen to it. They made much of their 

proposal to boost the biodiversity on the island however the west end of it is currently left natural as 

a flower meadow so there will be very little increase in biodiversity by sowing a few more different 

flower species on it. The rest of the island has a mixture of mature trees and dense undergrowth. 

The planting suggested around the solar panels will never completely hide the panels when walking 

alongside the footpath and will transform this typical English countryside with wide ranging distant 

views into something akin to a city park.  

They suggested planting a turtle dove mix however there have been no turtle doves in the area for 

many years! The temporary road to the solar panels will cause lots of issues for Noke because the 

single entrance and exit to Noke is a single-track road that the work traffic will have to go down. 

Coming down here with a tractor to enter the field during summer you would typically meet 

someone, and it would be difficult to pass causing congestion even though it is not a long distance 

before you can enter the field.  

 

Solar panels

N

Ground falls away on a 
northern facing slope 

Solar panels will be visible 
from the historic St Andrews 
church in Oddington which 
sits on higher land and looks 
over Logg Farm towards 
Noke. 

Orange lines are public 
right of ways. 

Islip



 

 

 

Rectory Farm House 
– grade 2 listed 
building would face 
and see the solar 
panel framework.

Logg Farm House –
grade 2 listed 
building would 
overlook the 
structures 
supporting the solar 
panels.

St Andrews church in 
Oddington would face and 
view the rear of the solar 
panels.

Logg Mead House –
would face and see 
the solar farm from 
the upstairs south 
facing rooms. 

Rectory Farm 
house– grade 2 
listed building would 
face and view the 
solar panels 

Logg Farm House –
grade 2 listed 
building would face 
and see the solar 
panels 



 

 

 

 


