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Section 1 

Introduction, Purpose and Context 
 
 

1.1 This Ecological Baseline report has been prepared by The Environmental Dimension 
Partnership Ltd (EDP) on behalf of Tritax Symmetry Ardley Ltd. (hereafter referred to as 
’the Client’). This report describes the baseline ecological conditions relevant to land at 
Symmetry, Ardley (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’).  
 

1.2 EDP is an independent environmental planning consultancy with offices in Cirencester, 
Cheltenham and Cardiff. The practice provides advice to private and public-sector clients 
throughout the UK in the fields of landscape, ecology, archaeology, cultural heritage, 
arboriculture, rights of way and masterplanning. Details of the practice can be obtained 
at our website (www.edp-uk.co.uk).  

 
 
Site Context 

  
1.3 The Site is located to the immediate east of the junction between the A43 and B4100, 

and 0.5km to the east/north-east of Junction 10 of the M40 near Ardley, Oxfordshire. The 
Site comprises eight agricultural, arable fields, with the proposed development footprint 
covering an area totalling 82.58 hectares (ha). The Site is centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) 455362, 229178. The Local Planning Authority is Cherwell District 
Council (CDC).  
 

1.4 EDP has been associated with this Site since 2014, the initial redline boundary was 
encompassed by the north-west of the current Site Boundary. Plan EDP 1 displays the 
current Site boundary in red and the previous boundary in blue (see Plan EDP 9) 
(hereafter referred to as ‘Survey Area’ boundary). 
 

1.5 The Site is in two parts located to the north (Zone A) and south (Zone B) of the B4100 
road. The western boundary of the Site is formed by the A43 dual carriageway and the 
north and east by minor roads. The southern part of the Site is adjacent to further fields 
of arable land and woodland. The boundaries within and around the Site are formed 
mainly by well-maintained hedgerows. The principal ecological features within the Site 
(identified through site survey) are illustrated on Plan EDP 1, with habitat descriptions 
and illustrative site photographs provided in Annex EDP 1.  
 

 
Development Proposals 

  
1.6 The Site is proposed for commercial development, at this stage there are no fixed details 

for the proposed development. The object of this report is therefore to provide early 
information on ecological sensitives at the Site, by identifying the key ecological 
implications and opportunities. 
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Scope of Ecological Baseline 
  
1.7 This Ecological Baseline report describes the current ecological interest within and 

around the Site, which has been identified through standard desk- and field-based 
investigations. This information forms the basis of an Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA) of proposed commercial development within the Site, as set out within Chapter 8 
(Biodiversity) of the Environmental Statement accompanying the planning application. 
 

1.8 The remainder of this report is structured as follows: 
 

• Section 2 summarises the methodology employed in determining the baseline 
ecological conditions within and around the Site (with further details provided within 
annexes and on plans where appropriate); 

 
• Section 3 summarises the results of the baseline ecological surveys (with further 

details also provided within annexes and on plans where appropriate) and identifies 
and evaluates any pertinent ecological features/receptors; and 

 
• Section 4 summarises the results of the baseline report and provides the overall 

conclusions. 
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Extended Phase 1 Survey 
  
2.6 The survey technique adopted for the initial habitat assessment was at a level 

intermediate between a standard Phase 1 survey technique3, based on habitat mapping 
and description, and a Phase 2 survey, based on detailed habitat and species surveys. 
The survey technique is commonly known as an Extended Phase 1 survey. This level of 
survey does not aim to compile a complete floral and faunal inventory for the Site. 
 

2.7 The level of survey involves identifying and mapping the principal habitat types and 
identifying the dominant plant species present in each principal habitat type. In addition, 
any actual or potential protected species or species of principal importance likely to be 
supported are identified and scoped, in consideration with the findings of the above 
ecology scoping survey. 
 

2.8 An Extended Phase 1 survey of the Survey Area was originally undertaken by a suitably 
experienced surveyor on 23 April 2018, which was updated on 08 December 2021, to 
include the expanded redline area of the Site. Further details of the Extended Phase 1 
survey, habitat descriptions and site photographs are provided in full at Annex EDP 1 and 
shown on Plan EDP 1. 

 
Limitations 
 

2.9 The updated Extended Phase 1 surveys was conducted outside the optimum survey 
season (April to October inclusive) and there is potential that some habitats or species 
were not recorded. However, as the original survey was undertaken during the optimum 
survey season, and given the habitats present within the Site (predominantly arable fields 
separated by hedgerows) it is not considered a constraint, the survey identified the main 
habitat types present, with associated potential for protected and/or notable species, 
and given the purpose of the survey it is deemed adequate and robust for the level of 
detail required. The weather during the 2018 surveys was warm, dry, and sunny with little 
to no wind, and although the weather during the 2021 survey was partly wet, cool and 
breezy, it is not considered this affected recording of the species and habitats present. 
The surveys are, therefore, not considered to have been constrained by seasonal or 
climatic conditions.  
 
 
Detailed (Phase 2) Surveys 

 
2.10 The scope of Phase 2 surveys undertaken at the Site was defined following the initial 

studies described above (desk study and Extended Phase 1 survey). The surveys ‘scoped 
in’ are summarised in turn below and a brief explanation of those potential surveys 
‘scoped out’ is provided thereafter. 

 

 
3  Joint Nature Conservation Council (2004) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey – A Technique for Environmental 

Audit (reprinted with minor corrections for original Nature Conservancy Council publication). 
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Hedgerow Survey 
 

2.11  Owing to the presence of a network of hedgerows within the Site, with variable quality 
and species-diversity, structure and condition, a detailed survey was undertaken to 
assess their value and whether any of the hedgerows qualify as ‘important’, with 
reference to the Wildlife and Landscape criteria provided in Part II of Schedule 1 of the 
Hedgerows Regulations 1997. A survey was completed on 03 May 2018, of all 
hedgerows within the Survey Area, and checked on 08 December 2021. Further details 
are provided in Annex EDP 2, with hedgerow locations and references provided on 
Plan EDP 1. 
 
Breeding Bird Surveys  
 

2.12 The value of the Site for breeding birds was assessed through the completion of a 
breeding bird survey undertaken on three occasions in 2018 (19 April, 17 May and 
20 June 2018) to assess the value of the assemblage. The survey was undertaken with 
reference to the Common Bird Census (CBC) approach4, as detailed in Annex EDP 3 and 
illustrated on Plan EDP 3, 4 and 5.  

 
Bat Surveys 

  
2.13 The habitats within the Site have potential to support a foraging and commuting 

assemblage of bats, while trees within the hedgerows were assessed for their potential to 
support roosting bats. The following surveys for bats were therefore undertaken during 
the active bat season in 2018 with reference to national best practice guidelines5: 
daytime inspections of trees for their bat roosting potential; manual transect surveys; and 
automated detector surveys. Full details of the bat surveys are provided in Annex EDP 4 
and illustrated on Plans EDP 6, 7 and 8. 
 
Bat Roosting - Trees 
 

2.14 All trees within the Survey Area were visually assessed from ground level for the presence 
of bats/evidence of bats and potential to support roosting bats by a suitably experienced 
ecologist on 14 May 2018 (of the Survey Area), with updated surveys carried out on 
08 December 2021, to include the expanded redline area of the Site. This included 
searching for the presence of potential bat roosting features such as: 
loss/peeling/fissured bark; natural holes e.g. rot holes and holes from fallen limbs; 
woodpecker holes; cracks/splits or hollow tree trunks/limbs; and thick-stemmed ivy. On 
the basis of this evidence, trees were assigned a rating of low, medium or high potential.  

 

 
4  Eaton, M.A., Aebischer, N.J., Brown, A.F., Hearn, R.D., Lock, L., Musgrove, A.J., Noble, D.G., Stroud, D.A. and Gregory, 

R.D. (2015). Birds of Conservation Concern 4: the population status of birds in the UK, Channel Islands and Isle of 
Man. British Birds, Vol. 108, 708-746. 

5 Collins, J. (ed.) (2016). Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edition). The Bat 
Conservation Trust, London 
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Bat Foraging/Commuting 
 

2.15 Features such as trees, hedgerows, scrub and rough grassland within the Site were 
identified as being potentially suitable for foraging and commuting bats. Therefore, bat 
activity across the Survey Area was investigated through a combination of manual 
transect surveys and automated detector surveys undertaken April, July and September 
2018. automated detector surveys were also undertaken in July and August 2014. 
 

 
Reptile Surveys 

 
2.18 Previous survey work by EDP was conducted at the Site to investigate the potential 

presence/absence of reptiles at the Site, which was considered to be suitable to support 
common and widespread reptile species. Therefore, artificial refugia were deployed 
throughout the Survey Area and checked for reptiles on four occasions during between 
June and July 2014.  
 

2.19 Full details of the reptile surveys are provided in Annex EDP 6 and illustrated on 
Plan EDP 9. 
 

2.20 During the updated Phase 1 survey carried out in 2021, the fields were recorded as 
having been ploughed up to the hedgerow bases, with very little grassland field margins 
present.  
 
Brown, Black and White-letter Hairstreak (Butterfly) Surveys 
 

2.21 The Site was considered to contain suitable habitat for brown hairstreak (Thecla betulae), 
black hairstreak (Satyrium pruni) and white-letter hairstreak (Satyrium w-album). All three 
species are Priority Species which have a stronghold in Oxfordshire. Surveys for these 
species, comprising winter egg searches, were therefore conducted on                          
04 December 2018, covering the Survey Area. 
 

2.22 Full details of the butterfly surveys are provided in Annex EDP 7 and illustrated on 
Plan EDP 9. 
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Section 3 
Results (Baseline Conditions) 

  
  
3.1 This section summarises the baseline ecological conditions determined through the 

course of the desk- and field-based investigations described in Section 2. In particular, it 
identifies and evaluates those Important Ecological Features (IEFs) that lie within the 
Site’s potential zone of influence (ZOI), and which are pertinent in the context of the 
proposed development.  
 

3.2 The evaluation of potential IEFs has been undertaken in accordance with the latest 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) guidance6 with 
professional judgement and available guidance used to assign a value to IEFs at a 
geographical scale. Further technical details are, where appropriate, provided within 
annexes and on plans to the rear of this report.  
 
 
Designated Sites 
 

3.3 Information regarding designated sites was obtained during the desk study from the 
MAGIC website and TVERC. Statutory designations (those receiving legal protection) and 
non-statutory designations (those receiving planning policy protection only) are discussed 
in turn below. 
 
Statutory Designations 

  
3.4 Statutory designations represent the most significant ecological receptors, being of 

recognised importance at an international and/or national level. International 
designations include Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) and Ramsar Sites. National designations include Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs) and National Nature Reserves (NNRs). 
 

3.5 The Site is not within or adjacent to any international/national statutory designations. 
There are no international designations within a 15km search radius of the site. However, 
the Site lies within the Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) of two SSSIs, as detailed in Table EDP 3.1. 
 

 
6  CIEEM (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, Freshwater, Coastal 

and Marine version 1.1. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, Winchester. 
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07 December 2018, included on the Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern7 (BoCC). 
In addition, there were individual sighting of yellowhammer, skylark in July 2018 and 
fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) in December 2021, also listed as Red on the BoCC. Redwing 
(Turdus iliacus), on the Amber list of the BoCC was also recorded In December 2021. Due 
to chance sightings it is not possible to assess with confidence the breeding status of 
yellowhammer or skylark at the time of their sightings. 
 
Breeding Bird Surveys 
 

3.22 Three breeding bird surveys were undertaken within the Site in 2018, These surveys 
recorded an assemblage of birds typical of the agricultural and urban fringe environment 
present within the Site.  
 

A3.1 A total of 36 bird species were recorded within and adjacent to the Site during the three 
breeding bird survey visits completed during 2018. Thirteen of which are of conservation 
concern.  
 

A3.2 Of those species recorded in 2018, seven species were confirmed as breeding, these 
being yellowhammer, starling, robin, blue tit, carrion crown, great tit and whitethroat. In 
addition, four species were recorded as probable breeders, as it was not possible to 
provide confirmation of breeding (skylark, dunnock, chaffinch, and goldfinch). A further 19 
species were recorded as possible breeders, being observed in ‘suitable’ habitat (linnet, 
song thrush, yellow wagtail, willow warbler, stock dove, bullfinch, wren, blackbird, 
pheasant, partridge, garden warbler, green woodpecker, long-tailed tit, jackdaw, blackcap, 
pied wagtail, greenfinch, and chiffchaff). Five species were recorded as non-breeders (red 
kite, swallow, lesser black-backed gull, grey heron and swift). The majority of species 
recorded within the Site were recorded in low numbers. 

 
3.23 Full results of the breeding bird surveys are provided in Annex EDP 3 and illustrated on 

Plans EDP 3, 4 to 5. 
 

3.24 Based on the survey findings, the breeding bird assemblage supported by the Site is 
judged to be of no greater than Local-level ecological importance.  
 
Bats 
 

3.25 Seventy-four records for bat species were returned from TVERC for the following species: 
common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus), 
brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus), noctule (Nyctalus noctula), Leisler’s                        
(Nyctalus leisleri), Natterer’s (Myotis nattereri), whiskered (Myotis mystacinus), 
Daubenton’s (Myotis daubentonii), and serotine (Eptesicus serotinus). The closest 
records included a common pipistrelle roost, located approx. 1.0km north of the Site. 

 
7  Stanbury, A., Eaton, M., Aebischer, N., Balmer, D., Brown, A., Douse, A., Lindley, P., McCulloch, N., Noble, D., and Win 

I. 2021. The status of our bird populations: the fifth Birds of Conservation Concern in the United Kingdom, Channel 
Islands and Isle of Man and second IUCN Red List assessment of extinction risk for Great Britain. British Birds 114: 
723-747 
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3.26 A single record for the Annex II8 species barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus) was 
returned from TVERC, located approx. 4.2km east of the Site.  
 

3.27 Three granted European Protected Species applications in relation to bats were identified 
within 2km of the Site, these related to common pipistrelle and brown long-eared bats. 
 
Bat Roost Assessment Trees 
 

3.28 In 2021 a total of 13 trees were identified for having bat roost potential, including three 
with high potential, 3 with moderate potential and seven with low potential. No bats or 
evidence of bats were found during the ground level tree assessment.  
 

3.29 Full details of the bat roost assessment of trees within the Site are provided in 
Annex EDP 4 and illustrated on Plan EDP 9. 
 
Bat Foraging/Commuting Activity 
 

3.30 In general, the bat transect and automated detector surveys recorded low levels of bat 
foraging/commuting activity. The majority of bat activity was recorded in September and 
nearly all activity was from common pipistrelle, with fewer registrations recorded from 
myotis, noctule and soprano pipistrelle. 
 

3.31 The abundance and diversity of bat species recorded on-site is generally considered to be 
typical of an urban fringe setting, with common and widespread generalist                      
common pipistrelle registrations accounting for the majority of foraging and commuting 
activity. The hedgerows and associated trees provide some suitable foraging 
opportunities for the local bat population, while the woodland edge and scrub habitats 
along the south and western boundaries are considered to provide some suitable 
foraging habitats for a more diverse assemblage, including serotine and brown long-
eared bats. 
 

3.32 Barbastelle, an Annex II species, was recorded during the transect surveys on one 
occasion. Barbastelle calls accounted for approximately 3% of the total number of 
registrations recorded on the automated detectors in 2018, with the total number of 
registrations recorded over the three surveys totalling 25. Most of the recordings were 
associated with Location 1 on Plan EDP 6 in May and September. In 2014 only a single 
Barbastelle call was registered. Indicating that there is unlikely to be a roost nearby, and 
that this species is only using the Site for occasional foraging and commuting. 
 

3.33 Overall, the majority of registrations recorded relate to common and widespread bat 
species, in particular common pipistrelle. Most other species made up a very small 
proportion of the total registrations recorded, although there were slightly higher numbers 
of registrations of Myotis sp. It should be noted that species of Myotis sp. bat are difficult 
to tell apart solely from their echolocation calls and are therefore grouped, although 

 
8  Species listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive are those for which internationally protected SACs are selected to 

ensure they reach a favourable conservation status within the EU 
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many are widespread but less abundant species. Of note is the presence of the rarer 
barbastelle, an Annex II species. Generally, only very low levels of barbastelle activity 
were recorded. 

 
3.34 Full details of the survey results are provided in Annex EDP 4 and illustrated on 

Plans EDP 6, 7 and 8. 
 

3.35 Based on the survey findings, the bat population supported by the Site is considered to 
be of no greater than Local-level ecological importance.  

 
Otter and Water Vole 

 
3.36 The TVERC data search returned two records for water vole located approx. 1.4km north 

of the Site. However, both are historical records from 1980. No records of otter were 
returned by TVERC. An absence of records does not indicate an absence of species within 
the local area, although no records were returned in the last ten years since 2021. 
 

3.37 Although wet ditches are present along hedgerows, these are not considered suitable to 
support water vole or otters. There are no other watercourses within or adjacent to the 
Site and no suitable watercourses within the vicinity of the Site.  
 

3.38 As the Site offers no suitable aquatic habitat, these species are not considered present at 
the Site and will therefore not be taken forwards to EcIA. 
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Other Mammals 
 

3.46 The desk study returned a small number of records for brown hare (Lepus europaeus), 
polecat (Mustela putoriuopaeus) and hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), which are Priority 
Species.  
 

3.47 It is considered the hedgerows, and grassland habitats within the Site offer some suitable 
opportunities for these species. Hares were recorded within the Site during other surveys 
undertaken in 2014/2018. 
 

3.48 It is not considered these species would be reliant on the Site, given there are extensive 
opportunities for these species in the wider landscape, and will therefore not be taken 
forwards to EcIA.  
 
Great Crested Newt 
 

3.49 The desk study returned a single record of great crested newt (Triturus cristatus), located 
approx. 0.8km east south-west of the Site in 2017. Three records for smooth newt 
(Lissotriton vulgaris) were also returned. A number of great crested newt pond survey 
results were returned from MAGIC, this included an absent result for the four-figure grid 
reference which covers the northern part of the Site. The closet positive record was 
located approx. 0.8km east of the Site, a positive eDNA result in 2018. 
 

3.50 There are no on-site ponds or other suitable waterbodies, although the desk study found 
four ponds located within 500m of the Site. However, these are all separated by the A34 
which would act as a dispersal barrier to any commuting amphibians.  
 

3.51 The Site offers limited suitable terrestrial habitat along the grassland field margins and 
do not offer refuge habitat for great crested newt. Owing to the separation distance of 
records returned the data search to the Site it is considered they are unlikely to use the 
Site and no impacts on their populations are anticipated.  

 
3.52 Great crested newts are not considered present at the Site and will therefore not be 

taken forwards to EcIA. 
 

Reptiles 
 

3.53 The TVERC returned no records for reptiles, an absence of records does not indicate and 
absence of species.  
 

3.54 The Site is largely unsuitable to support widespread reptiles owing to the occurrence of 
intensive agricultural management, which results in frequent disturbance to, and loss of, 
suitable reptile habitat. The grass track and road verges of improved grassland is 
considered potentially suitable to support basking, foraging and dispersing reptiles. Albeit 
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these areas account for a very small proportion of the overall Site, with the grass track 
being isolated and surrounded by unsuitable habitat. 

 
3.55 A pilot survey recorded no reptiles within the Site during any of the survey visits.  

 
3.56 Full details of the survey results are provided in Annex EDP 6 and illustrated on 

Plan EDP 9.  
 
3.57 Based on the survey findings and lack or records returned from the data search, reptiles 

are not considered present and will therefore not be taken forwards to EcIA. 
 
Butterflies 

 
3.58 The TVERC returned records of six butterfly species from within the 2km search area. 

These are the Priority Species small heath (Coenonympha pamphilus), grizzled skipper 
(Pyrgus malvae), wall (Lasiommata megera), white admiral (Limenitis camilla), and            
small blue (Cupido minimus). A large proportion of the records returned dated pre-2000s. 
In addition, there are known hairstreak butterfly populations supported within the SSSIs, 
approx. 1.7km south of the Site. 

3.59 In addition, the following species were recorded when EDP surveyors visited the Site in 
2014: Essex skipper (Thymelicus lineola), common brown (Heteronympha merope), 
tortoise shell (Aglais urticae) and common blue (Polyommatus icarus).  

 
Hairstreak Egg Search 

 
3.60 The presence of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and elm (Ulmus sp.) within the on-site 

hedgerows provides potential for the Site to support a range of notable Lepidoptera 
namely, brown hairstreak and black hairstreak.  
 

3.61 During the survey carried out in December 2018, brown hairstreak eggs were recorded 
within the Site, within hedgerows H2 and H1 within the Site, confirming the presence of a 
breeding population of the species. No eggs of black hairstreak or white-letter hairstreak 
were recorded during this survey. 
 

3.62 It is considered that the ability of the Site to support significant numbers of                        
brown hairstreak adults is limited by the current agricultural management of the 
hedgerow network which includes heavy flailing on all sides on at least an annual basis, 
thereby, periodically destroying the vast majority of the egg-laying habitat and eggs 
themselves.  
 

3.63 Nevertheless, owing to the scarcity of the species, it is considered that the population 
present at the Site is of Site to Local-level ecological value.  
 

3.64 White-letter hairstreak are associated with elm (Ulmus sp.) which is present throughout 
the Site in low quantities. The hedgerows in which the elm are found are subject to 
regular flailing as discussed previously, which reduces their suitability. In addition, no 
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eggs of this species were recorded. It is, therefore, not considered that the Site supports 
a significant, viable population of white-letter hairstreak. 
 

3.65 Full details of the butterfly surveys are given in Appendix EDP 7 and results detailed on 
Plan EDP 9. 
 
Other Invertebrates 

 
3.66 The TVERC returned records of a number of species of beetles and moths from within 

2km of the Site. Nearly all were associated with Ardle Quarry Nature Reserve, and all 
were recorded pre-2000s. It is considered the hedgerow and grassland within the Site 
offer some suitable habitat for these species, although it is not considered any of these 
species would be reliant on the habitats present within the Site.  
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Annex EDP 1 
Habitat Descriptions and Site Photographs 

  
  

A1.1 The Site comprises predominantly of large, intensive arable fields sown with commercial 
cereal crops. Arable fields within the Site are enclosed by a native hedgerow network with 
a number of associated trees. The habitats within the Site are described further below, 
with illustrative photographs provided where appropriate. The following should be read in 
conjunction with Plan EDP 1.  
 
 
Arable 
 

A1.2 The majority of the Site comprises arable fields (see Image EDP A1.1). The northern part 
of the Site consists of seven field parcels with an individual field parcel south of the 
B4100. The fields were intensively managed and sown with cereal crops.  
 

A1.3 Fields F2 and F4 had a strip of sunflowers, for game cover, planted along the eastern 
edge. 
 

A1.4 Arable habitats offer minimal opportunities for protected species except for a small 
number of farmland birds, bats, brown hare and invertebrate species. The arable habitats 
of the Site are considered to be negligible inherent ecological value.  
 

 
Image EDP A1.1: Example of Arable field  
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Improved Grassland 
 

A1.5 Along the western edge of field F2 is a strip of grass track, species present include          
false oat grass (Dactylis glomerata), perennial rye grass (Lolium perenne), cocks foot 
grass (Dactylis glomerata), white clover (Dactylis glomerata), common nettle                     
(Urtica dioica) and hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) (see Image EDP A1.2). 
 

 
Image EDP A1.2: Improved grass track in field F2. 
 

A1.6 The B4100 road intersecting the north and south of the Site was bound by grass verges 
with species present including false oat grass (Dactylis glomerata), perennial rye grass 
(Lolium perenne), cocks foot grass (Dactylis glomerata), common nettle, ground ivy 
(Ranunculus repens), ribwort plantain (Ranunculus repens), red fescue (Festuca rubra), 
yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) (see 
Image EDP A1.3). 
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Image EDP A1.3: Grass roadside verge 
 

A1.7 Given the extent of these habitat areas and their lack of distinctiveness they are 
considered to be of Site-level ecological importance only. 
 
 
Scrub 
 

A1.8 There are small extents of scrub along the B4100 roadside and adjacent to field F2 
dominated by blackthorn and bramble. 
 

A1.9 Outside of the Site boundary along the A43 is a band of scrub, approx..5m wide, 
separated from the Site by a wooden post and rail fence. The scrub is relatively young 
and species present include field maple (Acer campestre), hawthorn                            
(Crataegus monogyna), dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), hazel (Corylus avellana), bramble 
(Rubus fruticosus agg.), ivy, holly (Ilex aquifolium), wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare) and 
blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) (see Image EDP A1.4). 
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A1.10 Given the limited extent of these habitat areas and their lack of distinctiveness they are 
considered to be of Site-level ecological importance only. 

 

 
Image EDP A1.4: Offsite planted scrub 

 
 

Hedgerows 
 

A1.11 The field parcels are bound by a total of 18 hedgerows with variable quality and species-
diversity, structure, and condition. Hedgerows H10, H11 H13 and H14 have associated 
wet ditches, increasing their value for wildlife. A number of the hedgerows were 
associated with dry ditches (see Image EDP A1.6). 
 

A1.12 The hedgerows within the Site are mostly regularly flailed in a box cut shape, which 
reduces their value for wildlife. Typical species present within the hedgerows are 
hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), dog rose (Rosa canina), 
elder (Sambucus nigra), wild privet and bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). 

 
A1.13 Given their limited species diversity and intensive management, the hedgerows are of low 

to moderate distinctiveness (those with trees and wet ditches being of greater interest) 
and of Site- to Local-level ecological importance. 



Symmetry Park, Ardley 
Technical Appendix 8.1: Ecological Baseline 

edp2355_r008 
 

 

 
Image EDP A1.6: Showing a typical on-site hedgerow, with associated trees  

 
 
Mature Trees 
 

A1.14 There are mature oak (Quercus robur) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) trees associated with 
the hedgerow network with the Site, (see Image EDP A1.6).  
 

A1.15 The scattered trees are considered to be of low distinctiveness (those with bat roost 
potential are of higher interest) and do provide some connectivity to the wider landscape 
Site to Local level ecological importance. 
 
 
Wet Ditches 
 

A1.16 Hedgerows H10, H11, H13 and H14 have associated wet ditches, the ditch channels are 
overshaded by the adjacent hedgerows with shallow water (see Image EDP A1.7). 
 

A1.17 Given the low distinctiveness of these habitat areas and their lack of suitability to support 
any notable or protected species such as otter or water vole, they are considered to be of 
Site to Local level ecological importance only. 
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Image EDP A1.7: Hedgerow with associated wet ditch  
 
 
Woodland 
 

A1.18 To the south of the Site is an area of woodland, although outside of the Site boundary, 
the woodland edge runs adjacent to the boundary separated by a wire fence. The 
woodland is predominantly coniferous including pine (Pinus sp.) and larch (Larix decidua) 
with a mix of deciduous trees also present, including ash, sycamore, field maple, beech, 
and elm. With an understory including elder, ivy, dog rose, spindle, hawthorn, and 
blackthorn (see Image EDP A1.8). 
 

A1.19 Log piles suitable for hibernacula for reptiles and insects were present and bird boxes 
were installed on some of the trees. 
 

A1.20 Although the woodland itself lies outside the Site boundary, the woodland and the 
woodland edge are of moderate distinctiveness offer habitat suitable for use by a number 
of protected/priority species and is considered to be Local level ecological importance.  
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Image EDP A1.8: Woodland edge forming southern boundary of field F7 
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Annex EDP 2 
Hedgerow Survey 

 
 
 Methodology 
  
A2.1 Hedgerows within the Survey Area were assessed on 03 May 2018 to determine if they 

qualify as ecologically ‘Important’ following the Wildlife and Landscape criteria provided 
in Part II of Schedule 1 of the Hedgerows Regulations 1997. It should be noted that 
only hedgerows within the Survey Area were subject to an assessment, as show on 
Plan EDP 1. 

 
A2.2 Following updated walkover surveys in 2021, there were deemed to have been no 

material changes to the hedgerows present in the previously recorded hedgerows and as 
such updated Hedgerow Regulations (1997) surveys of these hedgerows were not carried 
out.  

 
A2.3 The Hedgerow Regulations (1997) serve the purpose of ensuring the retention of 

important countryside hedgerows, their removal only being approved by the relevant 
Local Authority. 
 

A2.4 The aims of the hedgerow assessment were to: 
 
• Identify hedgerows that are classified as ‘Important’ under the ecological criteria of 

the Hedgerow Regulations (1997); and 
 

• Identify hedgerows that, although not deemed ‘Important’ under the ecological 
criteria of the Hedgerow Regulations (1997), have ecological value in terms of 
species diversity or as potential wildlife corridors. 

 
A2.5 Details of the hedgerows surveyed are provided in Table EDP A2.1 and the hedgerow 

numbers are given on Plan EDP 1. 
 

A2.6 Hedgerows qualify for assessment by exceeding 20m in length or by being connected at 
both ends to another hedgerow of any length. The middle 30m of all hedgerows up to 
100m in length were surveyed, whilst two 30m sections were surveyed for hedgerows up 
to 200m in length where access was possible. For hedgerows exceeding 200m in length, 
three 30m sections were surveyed. Hedgerows surveyed were assigned points dependent 
upon the number of qualifying ‘features’ as defined by the Hedgerows Regulations, with 
total scores per hedgerow determining their status. 
 

A2.7 Qualifying as an ‘Important’ hedgerow requires the hedgerow assessed to be greater than 
30 years of age and contain species listed in Schedule 5 (animals) and 8 (plants) of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), birds categorised as declining breeders 
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(Category 3) within the Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC) 5 (Eaton et al, 2015)9, or 
any species categorised as ‘endangered’, ‘extinct’, ‘rare’ or ‘vulnerable’ by any of the 
British Red Data Books. 

 
A2.8 Hedgerows are also considered important should they satisfy any of the following criteria: 

 
• That the hedgerow is referred to in a record held by a biological records centre as 

containing protected plants (within ten-years) or birds and animals (within five-years); 
or 

 
• That the hedgerow contains one of the following criteria per average 30m section 

surveyed: 
 

o Seven Schedule 3 species; 
 
o Six Schedule 3 species and three listed features (see below); 
 
o Six Schedule 3 species, including one of the following: black poplar, large-leaved 

lime, small-leaved lime or wild service-tree; 
 
o Five Schedule 3 species and four listed features; or 
 
o Four Schedule 3 species, two listed features and lying adjacent to a bridleway or 

footpath.  
 

• Listed features to include: 
 

o A bank or wall which supports the hedgerow along at least half of its length; 
 
o Gaps which together do not exceed 10% of the length of the hedgerow; 
 
o At least one standard tree per 50m of hedge; 
 
o At least three Schedule 2 woodland species within the hedgerow; 
 
o A ditch along at least one half of the length of the hedgerow; 
 
o Connections scoring four points or more (one point per connection of the 

hedgerow with another, two points per connection of the hedgerow to a pond or 
broad-leaved woodland; and 

 
o A parallel hedge within 15m of the hedgerow. 

 
9  Andrew Stanbury, Mark Eaton, Nicholas Aebischer, Dawn Balmer, Andy Brown, Andy Douse, Patrick Lindley, Neil 

McCulloch, David Noble and Ilka Win (December 2021) The status of our bird populations: the fifth Birds of 
Conservation Concern in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man and second IUCN Red List 
assessment of extinction risk for Great Britain – vol. 114, issue 12, pp 723–747  



Symmetry Park, Ardley 
Technical Appendix 8.1: Ecological Baseline 

edp2355_r008 
 

 

A2.9 Where a hedgerow did not meet the ‘important’ hedgerow criteria, it was considered 
whether this boundary feature had ecological value, in terms of species diversity, or as 
potential wildlife corridors. 

 
 

Results 
 

A2.10 A total of nine hedgerows located within the Site were surveyed against the Hedgerow 
Regulations (1997) criteria in 2018. The detailed results of the hedgerow survey are 
provided in Table EDP A2.1.  
 

A2.11 As set out in this table, only H3 was found to qualify as ‘important’. 
 



Symmetry Park, Ardley 
Technical Appendix 8.1: Ecological Baseline 

edp2355_r008 
 

 

This page has been left blank intentionally 
 





Symmetry Park, Ardley 
Technical Appendix 8.1: Ecological Baseline 

edp2355_r008 
 

 

This page has been left blank intentionally 
 







Symmetry Park, Ardley 
Technical Appendix 8.1: Ecological Baseline 

edp2355_r008 
 

 

• Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) – affords greater 
protection to certain breeding species that are considered appropriately at risk 
nationally and are listed additional protection under Schedule 1 accordingly;  

 
• BoCC in England – Under this approach UK bird populations are assessed, using 

quantitative criteria, to determine the population status of each species and then 
placed on one of three lists; Red, Amber or Green: 

 
o Red list species are of high conservation concern, being either globally 

threatened, having historical UK population declines between 1800 and 1995 
or a rapid population decline, or breeding range contraction by 50% or more in 
the last 25 years; 

 
o Amber list species are of medium conservation concern due to a number of 

factors, for example having suffered between 25% and 49% contraction of UK 
breeding range or a 25–49% reduction in breeding or non-breeding populations 
over the last 25 years. Species which have a five year mean of 1–300 breeding 
pairs in the UK, or an unfavourable European conservation status, or for which 
the breeding population in the UK represents 20%, or more of the European 
breeding populations are also listed on the Amber list; and 

 
o Green list species have a favourable conservation status. 

 
• Species of Principle Importance (Priority Species) included under Section 41 

(England) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. 
 

 Limitations 
 
A3.11 The surveys were carried out by an experienced ornithologist, at an appropriate time of 

year for the locality, and in suitable weather conditions. It is therefore considered that the 
results provide a representative overview of the breeding bird interest at the Survey Area. 
 

A3.12 The breeding bird surveys have not been updated since 2018 and therefore only covered 
the area within the Survey Area. Although some of the Site was not included within the 
surveys, given that the red line boundary was expanded following completion of the 
surveys, the habitats in these additional areas are very similar and it is considered that 
the breeding bird assemblage would consist of similar species and a robust assessment 
can be made of the Site. 

 
 

Results 
 
A3.13  The results of the information received by TVERC is set out above, and the Site is 

considered to support habitat for a range of bird species that would commonly be 
associated with the urban fringe and agricultural habitats present.  
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A3.14 The following paragraphs summarise the results of the breeding bird surveys with respect 
to species richness, abundance and distribution. Thereafter, an evaluation of the 
importance of the overall assemblage and individual species at the Site is provided.  
 

 Species Richness 
 
A3.15 A total of 36 bird species were recorded within and adjacent to the Site during the 3 

breeding bird survey visits completed during 2018. Thirteen of which are of conservation 
concern.  
 

A3.16 Of those species recorded in 2018, seven species was confirmed as breeding, 
yellowhammer, starling, robin, blue tit, carrion crown, great tit and whitethroat. In 
addition, four species were recorded as probable breeders, as it was not possible to 
provide confirmation of breeding (skylark, dunnock, chaffinch, and goldfinch). A further 
nineteen species were recorded as possible breeders, being observed in ‘suitable’ habitat 
(linnet, song thrush, yellow wagtail, willow warbler, stock dove, bullfinch, wren, blackbird, 
pheasant, partridge, garden warbler, green woodpecker, long-tailed tit, jackdaw, 
blackcap, pied wagtail, greenfinch, and chiffchaff). Five species were recorded as non-
breeders (red kite, swallow, lesser black-backed gull, grey heron and swift).  

 
 Distribution 
 
A3.17 In general, species are distributed across the Site, generally associated with the boundary 

features and internal hedgerows, although with slightly higher numbers recorded 
associated towards the east of the Survey Area.  
 

A3.18 A small number of birds were recorded with the arable fields themselves, mainly relating 
to Skylark at the start of the breeding season. Multiple individuals were recorded to be in 
song at the same time across field F2, F3 and F4.  

 
 Non-breeding Species 

 
A3.19 These species include red kite, lesser black-backed gull, grey heron and swifts, which 

were all recorded flying over the Site. However, no breeding by these species was 
confirmed within the Site, and it is not considered the Site offers suitable breeding 
habitat for these species.  
 

A3.20 Protected and notable species recorded during the 2018 breeding bird surveys are set 
out in Table EDP A3.3. Sightings of protected and notable species made during the 
surveys are illustrated on Plans EDP 3, 4 and 5. 
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Starling  
 
A3.25 During the May 2018 survey a pair of adult starlings were observed returning with food to 

a nest within a woodpecker hole of a tree along hedgerow H3 along the north boundary of 
F2. Starling are a common and widespread species across the UK, although their 
numbers have decreased in recent years. In Oxfordshire they are a widespread winter 
visitor but with a much-reduced breeding distribution in the last 40 years (BoO 2019). 
 
Yellowhammer 
 

A3.26 During the May 2018 survey an occupied Yellowhammer nest was identified within H12 
diving field F2 and F6. In addition, in April a male and female pair were observed 
together although no evidence of breeding was recorded. Yellowhammer are considered 
a very common, breeding, resident in Oxfordshire. The population of yellowhammer is 
therefore considered to be of value at the Site-level only. 
 
Skylark 

 
A3.27 Skylark were recorded widely across the Survey Area, with up to six individuals in song at 

the same time. In addition, an aggressive encounter between two individuals was 
observed in May 2018. Therefore, it is considered probable that the Site supports a small 
population (0–6 pairs) of breeding pairs within the Site. The species is known to breed 
successfully with on arable fields, such as those found across the Site, the grass track 
along the west of F2 offers further suitable habitat for nesting. 
 

A3.28 This species has been ‘Red Listed’ because it has experienced a greater than 50% 
decline in its UK breeding population over the course of the last 25 years, although there 
has been an increase in numbers in Oxfordshire from 2018 to 2019, where this species 
is regarded as being a common resident and passage migrant (BoO 2019). This species 
is widespread throughout the UK both in winter and breeding. It is probable that the 
on-site breeding population of skylark at the Site is considered to be of value at the 
Site-level only.  
 
Linnet 

 
A3.29 A maximum of six individuals were recorded as a flock within the Site. Distribution of this 

species within the Site is limited fields F2 and F4 in the centre of the Site. It is considered 
that the Site supports a small population of (0–6 pairs), with no evidence of breeding 
having been recorded during the surveys. Despite being ‘Red Listed’ at the National level, 
records of this species remain consistently high in Oxfordshire, where it is a common 
resident species, as well as a passage migrant and winter visitor (BoO 2019). Linnet are 
widespread throughout lowland areas of the UK. Therefore, the on-site population of 
linnets is considered to be of value at the Site and immediate environs level only.  
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Yellow wagtail  
 

A3.30 A maximum of two yellow wagtails were recorded at any one time in May 2018 and 
therefore, it is considered possible that the Site supports a small population of (0–2 
pairs), with no evidence of breeding having been recorded during the surveys. Yellow 
wagtails are considered a common species in Oxfordshire that is recorded regularly 
breeding within the county in the summer months. Therefore, the yellow wagtail 
population is evaluated as being of value at the Site and immediate environs level only. 
 
Greenfinch 
 

A3.31 A maximum of two greenfinches were recorded in June 2018, no evidence of possible 
breeding was recorded, and it is considered that the population within the Site is low (0.1 
pairs). Both sightings were along the northern boundary of the Site. Greenfinch were 
moved directly from a ‘Green List’ to a ‘Red List’ species as a result of worsening declines 
in breeding populations for more than a decade, although are a common resident and 
winter visitor in Oxfordshire (BoO 2019). Therefore, the on-site population of greenfinch is 
considered to be of value at the Site and immediate environs level only. 
 
Swift 

 
A3.32 Swifts were recorded to fly over the Site in June 2018. However, no individuals were 

recorded within the Site and no evidence of breeding having been recorded during the 
surveys. Although it is not considered that swifts are breeding with the Site, it should be 
notes that despite being ‘Amber Listed’ as a bird of conservation concern at the time of 
the survey the latest review of the BoCC in December 2021 placed Swifts on the ‘Red 
List’. Therefore, any probably swift population is evaluated as being of value at the Site 
and immediate environs level only. 
 
Amber List Species 

 
A3.33 Eight ‘Amber List’ bird species were recorded within the Site, of which only dunnock was 

at least a probable breeder in 2018.  
 

Dunnock 
 
A3.34 A maximum of five individuals were recorded during the 2018 surveys, with six individuals 

recorded in 2021. This species was widely distributed across the Site, associated with the 
hedgerows and woodland, and the population is estimated to be between 1–2 pairs. The 
species is ‘Amber-Listed’ at the National level but remains a common and widespread 
species in Oxfordshire. Therefore, the on-site population of dunnocks is considered to be 
of value at the Site and immediate environs level only. 
 
Song Thrush 

 
A3.35 The population of song thrush is estimated to be around 0–1 pair, with only one 

individual recorded within the Survey Area in April and June in 2018. Song thrush have 
been recorded associated with hedgerow H3 and H8, no evidence of possible breeding 
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was recorded, and it is considered the population within the Site is low. Despite being 
‘Red Listed’ as a bird of conservation concern at the time of the survey the latest review 
of the BoCC in December 2021 placed Song Thrust on the ‘Amber List’. 
 

A3.36 This species remains a common resident species but one which is considered to be 
declining in suburban areas in the county, although there remain strong autumn 
immigration and winter populations (BoO 2019). Song thrush are widespread throughout 
the UK with the exception of the highlands of Scotland. Therefore, the song thrush 
population is evaluated as being of value at the Site and immediate environs level only. 
 
Bullfinch  
 

A3.37 A maximum of two individuals were recorded in June 2018, no evidence of breeding was 
recorded and it is considered the population within the Site is low (0-1 pairs). Bullfinch 
are considered a common, resident species in Oxfordshire (BoO 2019). Therefore, the 
bullfinch population is evaluated as being of value at the Site and immediate environs 
level only.  
 
Stock Dove  
 

A3.38 Flock of Stock Dove (maximum count sixteen) were recorded in May and June 2018, in 
the north of the Site. Stock doves are widespread throughout the UK. Therefore, their 
population is evaluated as being of value at the Site and immediate environs level only. 
 
Willow warbler 
 

A3.39 Willow warblers were recorded in all three survey visits, albeit in very low numbers. No 
breeding was recorded, but it is considered that it is possible they could breed on-site, the 
population is considered law (0-1 pairs). Willow warblers are considered a very common 
species that breed regularly within the County of Oxfordshire, but are a declining summer 
visitor in the county (BoO 2019). Therefore, the on-site population of willow warbler is 
considered to be of value at the Site and immediate environs level only.  
 
Wren 
 

A3.40 An individual sighting of a wren was recorded in April and June 2018, it is considered 
possible that the Site supports a small population (0–1 pairs) of breeding pairs. Wren 
have recently being moved up the list on the BoCC to ‘Amber’ as the UK is considered a 
strong hold for this species and are a very common resident within Oxfordshire (BoO 
2019). Therefore, any possible wren population is evaluated as being of value at the Site 
and immediate environs level only. 

 
The Overall Assemblage 

 
A3.41 The assemblage of bird species recorded at the Site is entirely typical for the diversity and 

quality of habitats present at a site in this geographic and topographic location. The 
species are common resident species, which are widespread in urban-fringe and 
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agricultural habitats. The assemblage of breeding birds at the Site is therefore considered 
to be of no greater than Local-level importance as a whole. 
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Annex EDP 4 
Bat Surveys 

 
 

Methodology 
 

A4.1 Due to the presence of suitable habitats for roosting, foraging, and commuting bats 
within the Site, the following bat surveys were undertaken in 2014, 2018 and 2021 
within the Survey Area, with reference to national best practice guidelines13:  

 
• Bat Roosting; 

 
o Daytime inspections of trees for bat roosting potential; and 

 
• Bat foraging/commuting activity; 
 

o Dusk and dawn manual transect surveys; and 
 

o Automated detector surveys. 
 

Visual (Ground-level) Assessment of Trees 
 

A4.2 A visual assessment of suitable trees within, or on the boundary of, the Survey Area for 
the presence of, or potential to support, roosting bats was undertaken by a suitably 
experienced ecologist in accordance with Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) guidelines. The 
visual assessment was undertaken on 30 April 2018, during which the trees were 
searched as thoroughly as possible from ground level, with all elevations covered where 
accessibility allowed. The tree assessment was updated on 08 December 2021 to 
encompass all trees within or on the boundary of the Site. 

 
A4.3 Suitable features for roosting bats include: 

 
• Loss/peeling/fissured bark; 
 
• Natural holes e.g. rot holes and holes from fallen limbs; 
 
• Woodpecker holes; 
 
• Cracks/splits or hollow tree trunks/limbs; and 
 
• Thick-stemmed ivy. 

 

 
13 Collins, J. (ed.) (2016). Bat Surveys: for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edition). The Bat 

Conservation Trust, London. 
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A4.4 Signs of roosting bats include: 
 

• Bat(s) roosting in-situ – live, dead or skeletons; 
 

• Bat droppings within or beneath a feature (hole or split); 
 

• Staining around or beneath a feature; 
 

• Oily marks (staining) around roost access points; 
 

• Audible squeaking from the roost; 
 

• Large/regularly used roosts or regularly used sites may produce an odour; and 
 

• Flies around the roost, attracted by the smell of guano. 
 

A4.5 Based upon the results of the visual assessment and features/evidence identified as 
above, the following ratings for trees were used during the assessment: 

 
• Known or confirmed roost: European Protected Species (EPS) licence required for 

works to tree to be completed lawfully; 
 

• High potential – One or more features that are suitable for roosting bats due to their 
size, conditions and surrounding habitat, that could support either large numbers of 
bats or roosting on a regular basis; 
 

• Medium potential – One or more features that have potential due to their size and 
condition, but the features are unlikely to support a high conservation roost;  
 

• Low potential –The tree is of sufficient size and age to contain features but none 
seen or the features have only very limited potential; and 
 

• Negligible potential – No features with potential to support roosting bats. 
 

Limitations 
 
A4.6 Visual assessments for roosting bats can be undertaken at any time of year; this 

assessment was therefore not limited by seasonal or climatic factors. 
 

A4.7 Bats are mobile animals and will move between a series of different roost sites, 
frequently establishing and occupying new roost sites depending on seasonal 
requirements and resources available locally. This survey, therefore, only provides a 
snapshot of the conditions present at the Site at the time of survey. 
 

A4.8 It should be noted that this type of assessment is based on features visible from the 
ground level and is not considered to be a definitive bat roosting survey. Should the 
proposals require that any trees of sufficient potential to support roosting bats be subject 
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particular common pipistrelle. Other species made up a very small proportion of the total 
registrations recorded, and only a single barbastelle registration was recorded in August 
2014. 

 
 

Evaluation of Overall Assemblage 
 
A4.34 The abundance and diversity of bat species recorded during the course of manual 

transect and automated detector surveys is considered to be relatively typical of an urban 
edge farmland site in southern England, with common and widespread generalist species 
such as common pipistrelle species accounting for the vast majority of foraging and 
commuting activity. The hedgerows and associated trees provide some suitable foraging 
opportunities for the local bat population, and across the wider Site the woodland edge 
along the south boundary is considered to suitable foraging resource. The majority of the 
on-site habitats are considered typical of the wider surroundings and based on their 
quality/extent, only capable of supporting moderate numbers of bats. 
 

A4.35 Based on the findings summarised above, the bat population present within the Site is 
considered to be of Local-level ecological importance. 
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Annex EDP 5 
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Limitations 
 

A6.7 Reptile surveys undertaken within the Survey Area were completed within recognised 
optimal months for detecting reptiles. However, during the surveys visit 1, 2 and 4 the 
temperature did rise above 20ºC during the survey, while occasional showers were 
recorded during survey visit 2, as detailed in in Tables EDP A6.1. 
 

A6.8 Although only a pilot reptile survey was completed, given the small site size, habitats 
present and the lack of records within the local area, the survey is considered to be 
sufficient detail to infer absence of significant populations of common reptile species 
from the Survey Area. 
 
 
Results 

  
A6.9 No reptiles were found within the Survey Area during any of the survey visits.  

 
A6.10 Following the pilot reptile survey it was assessed that there was no need for further 

surveys. The information is deemed sufficient to confirm that the Survey Area is 
considered unlikely to support, or only a small number, of common and widespread 
reptile species, typical of the locality. The habitats within the wider Site were recorded as 
also being suboptimal for supporting reptiles, with the arable fields ploughed right up to 
the hedgerow bases, and it is therefore considered that reptiles are also unlikely to be 
present in the wider Site. Further reptile surveys were thus scoped out.  
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Appendix EDP 7 
Butterfly Surveys 

 
 
Methodology 

  
A7.1 The presence of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and elm (Ulmus sp.) within the on-site 

hedgerows provides potential for the Site to support a range of notable Lepidoptera 
namely, brown, black and white-letter hairstreak.  
 

A7.2 To confirm the presence, or likely absence, of hairstreak butterflies from the Survey Area 
an egg search was completed on 07 December 2018. During the survey all blackthorn 
and elm was searched by hand to identify eggs laid on the branches.  
 
White-letter Hairstreak 
 

A7.3 White-letter hairstreak butterflies lay their eggs on elm trees and as such the survey 
covered all of the elm present within the hedgerow network. The surveyor walked to the 
southern or eastern side of each hedgerow, pulling down the more robust growth at the 
top of the hedgerow and inspecting the branch for eggs.  
 

A7.4 The white-letter hairstreak eggs are typically located on: 
 

• The underside of the girdle scar, where the most recent growth meets the older wood 
(often on older side-shoots rather than the leading stem);  

 
• At the base of side shoots;  

 
• On old leaf scars; and/or 

 
• At the base of buds. 
 
Brown and Black Hairstreak 
 

A7.5 Both brown and black hairstreak butterflies target blackthorn to lay their eggs on, 
although, brown hairstreak females typically have a preference for laying on the young 
suckers and new growth on lower branches while black hairstreak eggs are more often 
found on the broader stems near the top of the hedgerows and also on growth located 
deeper into the hedge.  
 

A7.6 As with the white-letter hairstreak surveys, the Surveyor targeted the sunnier southern or 
eastern sides of the hedgerow, searching the new young growth and suckers as well as 
pulling down the more mature growth at the top of the hedgerow. 
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Limitations 
 

A7.7 The hedgerows within the Site are subject to a cycle of flailing, which strips the young 
growth off the hedgerows in winter thereby removing the habitat and destroying the eggs.  
 

A7.8 Not all egg-laying habitat is accessible using the survey methods employed, such that the 
absence of recorded eggs is not definitive evidence of the absence of these species. 

 
 

Results 
 

A7.9 During the survey, a total of five brown hairstreak butterfly eggs were identified within two 
of the hedgerows, namely hedgerows H2 and H1 within the Site. The results of the survey 
are shown on Plan EDP 9. 
 

A7.10 No black or white-letter hairstreak eggs were recorded during the survey. However, the 
presence of small populations of these species within the Site cannot be entirely ruled 
out. 
 

A7.11 Based on the findings summarised above and owing to the scarcity of the species, it is 
considered that the population present at the Site is of Site to Local-level ecological 
value. 
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Plans 
 
 
Plan EDP 1  Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey  
  (edp2355_d034 10 December 2021 VMS/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 2  Designated Sites 
  (edp2355_d033 10 December 2021 DJ/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 3  Breeding Bird Survey – April 2018 
  (edp2355_d030 10 December 2021 VMS/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 4  Breeding Bird Survey – May 2018 
  (edp2355_d031 14 December 2021 VMS/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 5  Breeding Bird Survey – June 2018 
  (edp2355_d032 10 December 2021 VMS/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 6  Bat Activity Survey May 2018 
  (edp2355_d035 10 December 2021 DJ/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 7  Bat Activity Survey July 2018 
  (edp2355_d036 10 December 2021 DJ/JSn) 
 
Plan EDP 8  Bat Activity Survey September 2018 
  (edp2355_d037 10 December 2021 DJ/JSn) 
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