
Ten district homes
to fleeing Afghans
TEN properties in the
Cherwell district of north
Oxfordshire are being al-
located to house fami-
lies fleeing Afghanistan.
A meeting of the council’s ex-

ecutive heard that the Govern-
ment will provide funding to
help the new arrivals with ac-
commodation and support as
part of its Afghan Relocation
and Assistance Policy.
The individuals are people

who worked for the UK and
risked their lives alongside
British forces in Afghanistan
over a number of years.
Barry Wood, the leader of

Cherwell District Council, said:
“The Government has put this
policy in place to help Afghan
nationals who have proven over
a number of years that they are
true friends of the British peo-
ple, risking their lives in ser-
vice of the UK Armed Forces.
“I am pleased that Cherwell
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British and Afghan evacuees after a flight from Afghanistan to RAF Brize Norton last month. Picture: Jacob King/PA
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Manassaulted twoemergencyworkers
A MAN who assaulted two
emergency workers in HMP
Bullingdon has been
sentenced.
Ishmael Smith, 39, of HMP

Woodhill was sentenced to 16
weeks’ imprisonment
following a hearing at Oxford
Magistrates’ Court.
He pleaded guilty to two

counts of assaulting an
emergency worker.
Smith bit the thumb of a

prison officer, causing a
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will be playing its part in help-
ing secure their futures and giv-
ing them a warm welcome.
“As our plans develop, we will

be drawing on our experience
of resettling and supporting
Syrian families in the private
sector.
“We have a strong network of

local partners to assist in the
vital work of helping them re-
build their lives and integrat-
ing into their local communi-
ties.”
The local package of support

that will be offered will in-
clude language skills, access to
healthcare and education, vol-
untary sector support and ad-
vice, and support preparing to
enter the job market.
The properties identified are

not within social housing stock
and the tenancies will last for a
year.
In advance of their expiry,

the council will work to find
the families more permanent
homeswithin the private sector.
Mr Wood said: “I want to be

very clear that this is a distinct
and separately funded area

of work, which we are rightly
proud to be undertaking.
“Our existing responsibility

to help local people applying
for social housing and helping
anyone sleeping rough in the
district will, of course, be con-
tinuing as it always has.
“It has to be remembered that

these families will have been
through a traumatic experience
and we need to give them space
and privacy over a prolonged
period to adjust to their new
lives and surroundings.
“As such, we will not reveal

any specific locations.”
The council is working with

local specialist agencies to de-
velop a support package for the
families, including education
and health.
Thanks to the council’s

work on the Syrian and Vul-
nerable Person Resettlement
Programmes, which have
supported 14 families into ac-
commodation in the private
rented sector, it says strong re-
lationships are already in place
to make this a reality for evacu-
ated Afghans.

laceration that needed
hospital treatment, while he
was being restrained in his
cell on November 21 last year.
Then, on December 19 last

year, he was being moved to a
different cell when he head
butted one of the prison
officers a number of times.
This caused facial injuries
that required hospital
treatment.
Smith was charged on July

14 this year.

Investigating officer, PC
Andrew Gold, based at
Banbury police station, said:
“Prison officers should not
have to accept being
assaulted in the normal
course of their duty.
“The sentence passed

reflects the seriousness of
the offences, and shows that
the Criminal Justice System is
there to protect officers, and
prosecute those who continue
to offend whilst in prison.”


