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14.0 Conclusions   

14.1 This ES Addendum (ESA) reports on a review and (where necessary) updated assessment of 

the likely environmental effects of the Proposed Development of up to 3,100 new homes on 

some 177 hectares of land to the north west of Lords Lane and north east of the railway line, 

and forms part of the North West Bicester Eco-Town allocation. This ESA conclusion should be 

read in conjunction with the ES 2021 Conclusions. 

14.2 The ESA has considered the likely potential significant effects of the Proposed Development, 

having regard to the updated Development Framework Plan and detailed access drawings (as 

amended) and submitted as an update to the application proposals. Any relevant matters 

raised in consultation undertaken plus any relevant and significant updates in policy or 

guidance are also considered and new/amended/ clarifications provided where necessary. 

Consideration has also been given to any necessary and relevant updates in baseline conditions 

and methodologies in the 2021 ES.  

14.3 The ESA provides an addendum to each topic chapter of the 2021 ES in respect of socio-

economic and health, air quality, noise and vibration, landscape character and visual amenity, 

ecology, heritage, water resources and ground conditions. Replacement topic chapters in 

respect of transport and climate change are also provided. Potential significant effects, 

proposed mitigation measures to address these effects and any remaining effects post 

mitigation (residual effects) are identified in each topic chapter in the December 2021 ES and 

if and where these have changed, these are identified in the 2025 ESA. Where there are no 

changes in effects or mitigation, this is confirmed in each of the update chapters. 

14.4 In summary, the construction effects in respect of the following chapters; socio-economic, 

transport, air quality, noise, landscape, historic environment, water resources and ground 

conditions remain as reported in the 2021 ES. For ecology, changes in effects to hedgerows 

and great crested newts are considered to be of minor significance at a below local level and 

for bats, otters, reptiles and water vole; effects of minor significance at a local level. There is 

also additional information available in the form of trial trenching results for the site’s northern 

area which means the historic environment chapter is also able to conclude negligible 

significance of impacts for the archaeological remains and no construction effects on the walled 

garden. 

14.5 The overall magnitude of operational/post-completion effects in respect of socio-economic, air 

quality (negligible), noise, landscape, historic environment, water resources and ground 

conditions also remain as reported in the 2021 ES. For ecology, many of the effects remain as 

reported in 2021, but following additional surveys, effects on brown hairstreak, great crested 

newts and reptiles are now reported as minor significance at a below local level and for otter 

and water vole; minor significance at a local level.  

14.6 In respect of transport, there have been some minor changes in effects which mainly relates 

to degrees of impacts on specific links (updated since 2021 submission as different links now 
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assessed (selected where a 10% or more increase in traffic is forecast with the Proposed 

Development compared to the Reference Case in 2031). As was the case in 2021, only one of 

the links experienced major adverse effects pre-mitigation but four of the links have moderate 

beneficial impacts on the factor of accident and safety. The conclusions of residual effects for 

transport remain the same or less than reported in 2021.  

14.7 The updated and replacement climate change chapter has undertaken its assessment in line 

with updated IEMA guidelines and considers first the effects on greenhouse gas emissions 

which have the potential to be significant at construction and post completion stage but 

concludes at both stages, the effects to be minor adverse (not significant). The assessment, 

secondly, considers climate change resilience, concluding negligible significance of effect on all 

receptors except for increasing summer temperatures which may impact on human health as 

a result of overheating, assessed as minor (not significant).   

14.8 The Environmental Assessment (in the 2021 ES and 2025 ESA) was undertaken in parallel with 

the design process. Consequently, many measures to mitigate potential significant adverse 

effects have been incorporated into the proposed design in order to avoid, reduce or offset 

such effects.  It is anticipated that additional mitigation measures described in the topic 

chapters will be secured by planning obligations or conditions, to ensure the high-quality 

scheme proposed is delivered and any adverse effects on the environment are minimised.  A 

summary table of mitigation measures (table 2.1) is provided in Chapter 2 of the ESA.  

14.9 This EIA (ES and ESA) has found that the Proposed Development would have few residual 

effects of more than minor significance, whether adverse or beneficial. 

14.10 One area where substantial effects would arise would be in the positive socio-economic 

impacts of the development. The application proposals will result in substantial and 

demonstrable benefits in terms of meeting the need for new homes in a sustainable manner, 

fostering economic development and further underpinning the sustainability of North West 

Bicester. 

14.11 The potential for cumulative impacts arising as a result of the Proposed Development in 

combination with development of additional and adjacent sites in the immediate areas, has 

been considered as part of the environmental assessments undertaken within the ES and 

ESA. The nature of the cumulative impacts have been set out in the respective chapters and 

will for instance be related to traffic impacts but these are not considered to be significant 

adverse effects.  All other cumulative impacts are assessed to be not significant or of 

beneficial impact. In particular, the Proposed Development will make a positive cumulative 

impact by ensuring new housing development is well located in relation to the employment 

proposals and the planned development in the Cherwell Local Plan. 

14.12 In overall terms, the outcome of the EIA (2021 ES and 2025 ESA) is that significant 

beneficial effects are substantial, significant adverse effects are limited and beneficial effects 

outweigh adverse effects. 
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