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T76 Sycamore 20 300, 350, 
350, 400 4 8 6 7 7 EM A A 40+ An early mature multi-stemmed  tree growing within the 

hedgerow to the western boundary of the site.   No works  C3 

T77 Ash 10 250 1 5 5 5 5 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature ash tree growing within the hedgerow to the 
western boundary of the site.   See Note 2 No works  C3 

T78 Ash 18 

300, 300, 
300, 300, 
300, 300,  

350 

7 8 7 7 7 EM A A 40+ An early mature multi-stemmed ash tree growing within the 
hedgerow to the western boundary of the site.   See Note 2  No works  C3 

T79 Oak 22 950 1 9 10 10 11 M A A 40+ 

A mature hedgerow tree growing to the western boundary of 
the site.  With regard to the dominance of the ash trees on this 
site and their limited remaining safe life-expectancies due to Ash 
Dieback Disease the landscape and bio-diversity importance of 
this oak tree is increased.   This tree has a limited potential for 
further growth and may have long remaining life expectancy of 
many decades.     

No Works A2 

T80 Ash 14 530 1 8 8 6 6 EM A A 0-9 

An early-mature tree growing within the hedgerow which runs 
north south centrally through the southernmost field.  This tree 
has symptoms of Ash Dieback Disease which will compromise its 
safe remaining life-expectancy.  See Note 2.   With regard to its 
location this tree can be allowed to decline naturally but will 
need to be subject to regular inspection. 

No Works C3 

T81 Ash 17 490 1 6 7 8 8 EM A A 0-9 As per T32 No Works C3 

T82 Ash 15 400 1 9 6 7 7 EM A A 0-9 As per T32. Cavity woodpecker hole significant deadwood and 
dieback  No Works C3 

T83 Ash 16 430 1 7 6 7 7 EM A A 0-9 As per T32 No Works C3 



Arboricultural Report and Tree Condition Survey for the Proposed Residential Development on the Land off Balmoral Avenue,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire, OX16 

www.ruskins-tree-consultancy.co.uk 

Tree 
No. Species Hgt 

(m) 

Dia.  
@  

1.5m  
(mm) 

No 
of  

Stems 

CS 
N 

(m) 

CS 
E 

(m) 

CS 
S 

(m) 

CS 
W 

(m) 
Age 

Class Form Condition ER 
CY Description Proposed Works  BS 

Cat 

T84 Ash 16 360 1 6 6 6 6 SM A A 0-9 

A semi-mature tree growing close to the eastern boundary of 
the site.  Beyond the eastern boundary of this part of the site 
are rear gardens of residential properties.  The ash trees along 
this boundary which are growing in close proximity to the 
boundary fence have canopies which overhang these gardens.  
With regard to the potential targets, these ash trees need to be 
subject to a full hazard survey with remedial works undertaken 
to ensure that the landowner has discharged their duty of care 
in terms of maintaining the trees in a reasonable condition.     
We recommend consideration be given to the removal of all the 
ash trees along this fence line.            See Note 2 

No Works C3 

T85 Ash 17 300, 300 2 6 8 6 6 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T36 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T86 Ash 16 200 1 6 6 8 3 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T36 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T87 Ash 17 450 1 7 7 8 7 SM A A 0-9 

Along the southern part of the eastern boundary there are two 
rows of vegetation one growing on the boundary fence line and 
one row growing some 4m inside the boundary.  It appears that 
the western most vegetation formed an old field boundary.  The 
hedgerow along this boundary is some 4m inside the boundary 
and intermittent with some self-set ash.  T87 is a semi-mature 
ash tree growing on the old field boundary approximately 4m 
inside the eastern boundary of the site.   See Note 2 

No Works C3 

T88 Ash 16 410 1 7 7 7 3 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T87 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T89 Ash 16 300, 250 2 4 5 5 5 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature twin-stemmed tree growing to the eastern 
boundary of the site.  See T84 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T90 Ash 17 300 1 7 4 5 5 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T84 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T91 Ash 16 300 3 7 7 3 7 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the 
site  .  See T84 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T92 Sycamore 13 300, 200 2 4 4 4 4 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature twin-stemmed tree growing within the hedgerow 
to the southern highway  boundary of the site.   No Works C3 
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T93 Sycamore 16 250 7 9 9 4 4 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature tree growing within the hedgerow to the 
southern highway  boundary of the site.   No Works C3 

T94 Ash 13 310 1 6 4 6 6 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T84 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T95 Apple 8 350 m/s 5 5 5 5 M P P 0-9 A mature declining  fruit tree growing to the southern side of 
the derelict farmyard. No works  C2 

T96 Apple 3 250 1 0 0 1 3 M P P 0-9 A fallen fruit tree growing to the southern side of the derelict 
farmyard. No works  C2 

T97 Apple 5 280 1 4 2 3 4 M P P 0-9 A fallen ivy-covered fruit tree growing to the southern side of 
the derelict farmyard. No Works U 

T98 Ash 18 480 1 8 8 10 8 SM A A 0-9 A semi-mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.  
See T846 and Note 2 No Works C3 

T99 Hawthorn 6 350 m/s 3 3 3 3 M A A 20-29 A small mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.   No Works C3 

T100 Prunus 5 400 m/s 3 3 7 5 M A A 20-29 A small mature tree growing to the eastern boundary of the site.   No Works C3 

T101 Sycamore 10 300 1 5 5 5 5 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature tree growing to the western side of the derelict 
farm buildings.   No works  C3 

T102 Ash 10 320 1 5 5 5 5 SM P P 0-9 
A semi-mature tree growing within the field boundary that runs 
east-west across the site.  This tree has lost main limbs and is 
showing symptoms of Ash Dieback Disease   Note 2 

No Works C3 

T103 Sycamore 10 340 1 0 4 5 4 SM P P 0-9 
A semi-mature tree growing within the field boundary that runs 
east-west across the site.  This tree has lost as main limb at 2m 
leaving a large wound and an unbalanced tree.   

No Works C3 

T104 Sycamore 16 350, 300 2 6 6 6 6 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature tree growing within the field boundary that runs 
east-west across the site.   No Works C3 

T105 Sycamore 12 280 1 4 4 3 4 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature tree growing within the field boundary that runs 
east-west across the site.   No Works C3 

T106 Sycamore 12 250 1 5 3 3 5 SM A A 40+ A semi-mature tree growing within the field boundary that runs 
east-west across the site.   No Works C3 
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T107 Prunus 6 500 m/s 4 4 4 5 M A A 40+ A mature tree growing to the western boundary close to the end 
of  the field boundary that runs east-west across the site.   No Works C3 

T108 Hawthorn 5 250 m/s 3 2 3 2 M A A 40+ A mature tree growing to the western boundary close to the end 
of  the field boundary that runs east-west across the site.   No Works C3 

T109 Ash 7 150 m/s 3 3 3 0 
SM A A 

0-9 
3 semi-mature ash stems tree growing to the western boundary 
close to the end of the field boundary that runs east-west across 
the site.  See Note 2 

No Works C3 

T110 Sycamore 8 150 1 3 3 3 3 
SM A A 

0-9 
A semi-mature tree growing to the western boundary close to 
the end of  the field boundary that runs east-west across the 
site.  See Note 2 

No Works C3 

G10 Blackthorn 4 50 m/s 2 2 2 2 SM A A 40+ A dense, scrubby thicket encroaching into the field from the 
boundary to the eastern side of the northern field.  

Cut back to 
allow for 
proposed 
landscaping 
works 

C3 

G11 Ash, Elm 7 100 m/s 2 2 2 2 SM A A 40+ 
Two small group of semi-mature,  multi-stemmed trees growing 
to the eastern and northern side of the northern field.  See Note 
2  Ash Dieback Disease    

Cut back to 
allow for 
proposed 
landscaping 
works 

C3 

G12 Sycamore 20 630, 500, 
540, 540 4 10 11 11 12 M A A 40+ A pair of mature trees growing to the northern boundary of the  

site.   See Note 3. No works  B3 

G13 Ash 16 275 1 7 5 3 5 SM A A 40+ A small group  of semi-mature trees growing to the northern 
boundary of the  site.   See Note 2  No works  C3 

G14 Mixed 
group 18 450 1 5 5 5 5 EM A A 40+ 

A linear group of early-mature trees including Ash, Sycamore, 
Field Maple, Blackthorn, Hawthorn and Field maple growing to 
the northern boundary of the  site.    

No works  B3 

G15 Mixed 
group 12 300 m/s 4 4 4 4 SM A A 40+ 

A group of unmanaged trees including Ash, Sycamore, Field 
Maple, Blackthorn, Hawthorn and Field maple growing to the 
northern part of the western boundary of the site.     

Cut back to 
allow for 
proposed 
landscaping 
works 

C3 
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G16 Ash 9 450 m/s 3 3 3 3 M P P 10-19 

A linear group of mature ash trees growing within the field 
boundary that runs east-west across the site.  These trees are 
showing symptoms of Ash Dieback Disease significant quantities 
of fallen deadwood has been stacked around the base of a 
number of trees showing the decline in these trees has been 
progressing for several years.  With regard to their location 
other than the potential to fail and impact on agricultural 
activities,  these trees can be allowed to decline naturally but 
they are suitable trees to be retained within a residential 
development.   See Note 2.    There are some limited hawthorns 
growing within this field boundary (see H6) but due to lack of 
management and establishment of the ash trees this hawthorn 
is intermittent and would not form a hedgerow  

No Works C3 

G17 Ash 9 150 m/s 3 3 3 3 M P P 10-19 A linear group of mature ash trees growing within the field 
boundary that runs east-west across the site.  See G16 and H7.  No Works C3 

H1 Hawthorn 
hedge 4 150 m/s 2 1 2 2 M A A 40+ 

A predominately hawthorn hedge running along the southern 
part of the western boundary.  This hedge has been subject to 
some management and is in relatively good condition, it would 
benefit from some management works and new planting to 
improve the long-term future of this hedgerow. 

No Works B3 

H2 Mixed 
hedge  9 150  3 3 3 3 SM A A 10-19 

A predominately hawthorn hedge running along the southern 
highway boundary of the site.  This hedge has been subject to 
limited management and includes some unmanaged mature 
hawthorn with some limited field maples and ash.  This hedge 
would benefit from some management works to improve the 
long-term future of this hedgerow. 

No Works B3 

H3 Hawthorn 
hedge 4 150 m/s 2 1 2 2 M A A 40+ 

A hawthorn hedge running north-south through the centre of 
the southern field.  This hedge has been subject to some 
management and although intermittent is in relatively good 
condition, it would benefit from some management works and 
new planting to improve the long-term future of this hedgerow. 

No Works B3 
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H4 Hawthorn 
hedge 4 200 m/s 2 2 2 2 M A A 40+ 

A hawthorn hedge running north-south to the eastern edge of 
the southernmost field.  This hedge is some 4m from the site 
boundary and there may have been a track running along this 
field edge up to the derelict farm buildings.   This intermittent 
hedge has a number of ash trees becoming established within 
the hedge.  See Note 2  

No Works B3 

H5 Mixed 
hedge 5 250 m/s 3 3 3 3 M A P 40+ 

An intermittent,  gappy hawthorn hedge running east-west 
across the site.  This hedge is located beneath below the ash 
trees G16 and as a result is in poor condition.  Once the ash 
trees have failed this hedge without management and new 
planting will lose its landscape and bio-diversity value. 

No Works C3 

H6 Mixed 
hedge 5 250 m/s 3 3 3 3 M A P 40+ 

An intermittent,  gappy hawthorn hedge running east-west 
across the site.  This hedge is located beneath below the ash 
trees G17 and as a result is in poor condition.  Once the ash 
trees have failed this hedge without management and new 
planting will lose its landscape and bio-diversity value. 

No Works C3 

 
  



Arboricultural Report and Tree Condition Survey for the Proposed Residential Development on the Land off Balmoral Avenue,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire, OX16 

www.ruskins-tree-consultancy.co.uk 

Table 2  Cascade chart for tree quality assessment 

Trees unsuitable for retention (See Note) 

Category and definition Criteria (including subcategories where appropriate Identification 
on plan 

Category U 
Those in such a condition that they 
cannot realistically be retained as 
living trees in the context of the 
current land use for longer than 10 
years. 

•  Trees that have a serious, irremediable, structural defect, such that their early loss is expected due to collapse, 
including those that will become unviable after removal of other category U trees (e.g. 
where, for whatever reason, the loss of companion shelter cannot be mitigated by pruning) 

•  Trees that are dead or are showing signs of significant, immediate, and irreversible overall decline 
•  Trees infected with pathogens of significance to the health and/or safety of other trees nearby, or very low 

quality trees suppressing adjacent trees of better quality. 
NOTE Category U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which it might be desirable to preserve; see 4.5.7. 

Red 

Trees to be considered for retention 

 1 Mainly arboricultural qualities  2 Mainly landscape qualities 3 Mainly cultural values, including 
conservation  

Category A 
Trees of high quality with an estimated 
remaining life expectancy of at least 40 
years 

Trees that are particularly good examples of their 
species, especially if rare or unusual; or those that are 
essential components of groups or formal or semi-
formal arboricultural features (e.g. the dominant 
and/or principal trees within an avenue)  

Trees, groups or woodlands of particular 
visual importance as arboricultural 
and/or landscape features 

 

Trees, groups or woodlands See 
Table 2 of significant 
conservation, historical, 
commemorative or other value 
(e.g. veteran trees or wood-
pasture) 

Green 

Category B 
Trees of moderate quality with an 
estimated remaining life expectancy of 
at least 20 years 

Trees that might be included in category A, but are 
downgraded because of impaired condition (e.g. 
presence of significant though remediable defects, 
including unsympathetic past management and storm 
damage), such that they are unlikely to be suitable for 
retention for beyond 40 years; or trees lacking the 
special quality necessary to merit the category A 
designation 

Trees present in numbers, usually growing 
as groups or woodlands, such that they 
attract a higher collective rating than 
they might as individuals; or trees 
occurring as collectives but situated so as 
to make little visual contribution to the 
wider locality 

Trees with material 
conservation or other cultural 
value 

Blue 

Category C 
Trees of low quality with an estimated 
remaining life expectancy of at least 
10 years, or young trees with a stem 
diameter below 150 mm 

Unremarkable trees of very limited  merit or such 
impaired condition that they do not qualify in 
higher categories 

Trees present in groups or woodlands, but 
without this conferring on them 
significantly greater collective landscape 
value; and/or trees offering low or only 
temporary/transient landscape benefits 

Trees with no material 
conservation or other cultural 
value 

Grey 

 
From BS 5837 (2012) Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations  



Arboricultural Report and Tree Condition Survey for the Proposed Residential Development on the Land off Balmoral Avenue,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire, OX16 

www.ruskins-tree-consultancy.co.uk 

 
KEY 

 

Tree 
No. Species Hgt  

(m) 

Dia. @ 
1.5m  
(mm) 

No 
of stems 

CS 
N 

(m) 

CS 
E 

(m) 

CS 
S 

(m) 

CS 
W 

(m) 

Age 
Class Form Condition ER 

CY Description Proposed Works  BS 
Cat 

 
 
Tree No.    Tree number identified on copy of Tree Survey Drawing  
 
Species:   Common/English name  
 
Hgt (m)   Height of tree (measured to nearest whole metre) 
 
Dia (m)  Diameter of stem/trunk measured at 1.5 metres above ground level (or immediately above the root flare for multi-stemmed trees).  
  
No. of stems    Number of stems  
 
Crown Spread    Maximum branch extent measured at the four compass points  
 
Age Class:   Y Young 
    SM Semi-mature 

EM Early mature 
    M Mature 
    OM Over Mature 
    V Veteran 
 
Form:    Good 
    Average 
    Poor 
    Dead 
 
Condition:   Good 
    Average 
    Poor 
    Dead 
 
ERCY:    Estimated Remaining Contribution in Years  
 
BS Category:   See Table 1  Cascade chart for tree quality assessment 

From BS 5837 (2012) Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations 
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