
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Statement of Community Involvement 

Land off Gavray Drive, Bicester 

 

 

July 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

Contents 

 

1.  Introduction ............................................................................................................................. 2 

2.  Community engagement – policy context ....................................................................... 3 

3.  Community consultation ...................................................................................................... 4 

4.  Key Issues ................................................................................................................................ 6 

5.  Conclusion ............................................................................................................................... 7 

6.  Appendices .............................................................................................................................. 8 

6.1. Appendix 1 – Agenda for the ecological stakeholder discussion on 15 October 

2020 .................................................................................................................................................... 8 

6.2. Appendix 2 – Minutes of the ecological stakeholder discussion on 15 October 

2020 .................................................................................................................................................. 10 

6.3. Appendix 3 – Agenda for the stakeholder discussion on 2 December 2020 ........ 14 

6.4. Appendix 4 – Minutes of the stakeholder discussion on 2 December 2020 ......... 16 

6.5 Appendix 5 – Agenda for the stakeholder discussion on 24 February 2021 ......... 20 

6.6. Appendix 6 – Minutes of the stakeholder discussion on 24 February 2021 ......... 22 

6.7. Appendix 7 – Consultation website ................................................................................. 25 

6.8. Appendix 8 – Consultation leaflet .................................................................................... 26 

6.9. Appendix 9 – Summary of consultation feedback....................................................... 30 

 



2 
 

1.  Introduction  

 

This Statement of Community Involvement has been prepared to support L&Q Estates, 

Charles Brown & Simon Digby and London & Metropolitan International Developments’ 

planning application to Cherwell District Council (CDC) for the development of up to 300 

houses at land off Gavray Drive, Bicester. SP Broadway was instructed to support L&Q with 

community consultation and engagement for the proposed development. 

 

The land is allocated in CDC’s Local Plan for the development of up to 250 homes under 

Policy Bicester 13. The applicant originally submitted a planning application to CDC in May 

2015 for 180 homes, including affordable housing and public open space. The application was 

refused in June 2017 as it was viewed to represent ‘piecemeal development’, as the 

application only formed part of the overall allocation. An appeal was subsequently submitted 

to the Planning Inspectorate but was refused in July 2018 on the basis that the proposal was 

in conflict with the adopted Local Plan, and did not take into consideration the Gavray 

Meadows Wildlife Site. 

 

L&Q have submitted a new outline planning application for a comprehensive scheme across 

the entire site, including residential development and associated infrastructure together with a 

strategy for the protection and restoration of Gavray Drive Meadow Local Wildlife Site and 

Conservation Target Area.  

 

In anticipation of the submission of a new application, we have worked closely with 

stakeholders to address their concerns surrounding the development. We have held a number 

of online stakeholder discussions, hosted a consultation website and sent a consultation leaflet 

to addresses around Gavray Drive, detailing the proposals and inviting feedback. 

 

This report outlines the consultation process in full and should be read in conjunction with 

other documents supporting the planning application. 
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2.  Community engagement – policy context  

 

Cherwell District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (2016) states:  

 

Early discussions between developers and planning officers will provide the opportunity to 

create proposals in the right form that will be attractive to the community and the local planning 

authority. They can be of great benefit to the application by identifying the key planning issues, 

avoiding abortive work and speeding up the statutory process.  

 

Developers of larger sites will generally be expected to engage with local communities – 

residents and community associations and relevant interest groups and statutory consultees 

or service providers. The Council will expect developers, as part of their application to detail 

the pre-application consultation they have undertaken (in a statement of consultation) and how 

comments have been addressed in progressing a proposal – which could take the form of a 

‘statement of community involvement’. This will ensure that the standard requirements for 

involving the local and/or wider community are met. 
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3.  Community consultation  

 

L&Q have undertaken a course of political and community engagement in relation to land off 

Gavray Drive, Bicester since February 2020. This includes a meeting with Pat Clissold of Save 

Gavray Meadows for Bicester on 14 February 2020. It is worth noting that engagement post 

this meeting has been conducted remotely due to Covid-19.  

 

Stakeholder Discussions 

 

The consultation process began officially on 15 October 2020 with an online meeting between 

ecology groups and experts and members of the project team to discuss the ecology mitigation 

and management strategy of the Gavray Drive Meadow Local Wildlife Site and Conservation 

Target Area. An agenda (See Appendix 1) was sent to invitees and minutes were taken and 

sent following the meeting (See Appendix 2) and hosted on the consultation website.  

 

The ecology stakeholder group invitees included Caroline Ford (Interim Team Leader, Major 

Projects Planning Team, Cherwell District Council), Bernadette Owens (Principal Planning 

Officer, Cherwell District Council), Steve Wheatley (Regional Conservation Manager (South 

East England) Butterfly Conservation), Neil Rowntree (Senior Biodiversity Officer 

(Oxfordshire), Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust), Pat Clissold (Save Gavray Meadows for 

Bicester), Pam Roberts (Save Gavray Meadows for Bicester), Dominic Woodfield (Managing 

Director, Bioscan (UK) Ltd), Charlotte Watkins (LP Biodiversity Officer, LP Planning) and 

Carole Hetherington (Chair, Langford Village Community Association.) 

 

Wider online stakeholder discussions to consider more general matters including drainage 

and traffic followed on 2 December 2020 (See Appendix 3 for the agenda and see Appendix 

4 for the minutes) and 24 February 2021 (See Appendix 5 for the agenda and see Appendix 

6 for the minutes). 

 

Consultation Website 

 

A consultation website made available at www.spbroadway.com/gavray (See Appendix 7) 

launched on 15 October 2020 detailing the proposals and inviting feedback. All consultation 

materials were hosted on this website. This website was set up to make the consultation as 

transparent as possible, and to enable residents to read the minutes of all stakeholder 

meetings of the Community Liaison Group. 

 

Consultation Leaflet 

 

A consultation leaflet (See Appendix 8) for the proposed development was sent on 5 January 

2021 to 2,406 addresses around Gavray Drive to inform local stakeholders of the proposals 

and invite feedback. The leaflet was also shared on the consultation website and on the 

Facebook pages of local groups: Save Gavray Meadows for Bicester and Gavray Meadows 

News.  

  

Resident Feedback 

 

Residents’ feedback from the consultation leaflet was received from 5 January 2021. 

Residents had the option to submit their comments until 25 January 2021. In this time, we 

http://www.spbroadway.com/gavray
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received a total of 55 feedback forms, which is 2.29% of the total number of leaflets sent out 

(2,406). 

 

Residents were asked to answer the following questions and provide any comments: 

 

1. What types of housing do you think would be most suitable for the site? (i.e. number of 

bedrooms / flats or houses / older persons provision) 

 

2. What are your views on providing some / limited public access to Gavray Wildlife Meadow? 

Do you have any suggestions for how this could be managed? 

 

3. Do you have any comments on the Illustrative Masterplan layout? 

 

58.18% of the forms raised general questions on matters including noise, affordable housing, 

and traffic. A full summary of the feedback received was shared on the consultation website 

(See Appendix 9). 
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4.  Key Issues 

 

L&Q have addressed the following key points as part of their application and as the 

consultation and engagement progressed: 

 

‘Piecemeal development’ 

 

L&Q have submitted a planning application for a comprehensive scheme across the entire 

Gavray Drive site, following initial refusal of the original application on the basis that it 

represented ‘piecemeal development’.  

 

Protection and restoration of Gavray Drive Meadow Local Wildlife Site and 

Conservation Target Area 

 

L&Q have submitted a planning application for Gavray Drive, which will include a strategy for 

the protection and restoration of Gavray Drive Meadow Local Wildlife Site and Conservation 

Target Area. Discussions have taken place with the stakeholder group on how the Local 

Wildlife Site and Conservation Target Area could be maintained and managed.” 

 

Water management  

 

At the last stakeholder meeting on 24 February 2021, L&Q addressed concerns about water 

management following flooding in the area over the 2020 Christmas period. Stakeholders were 

ensured that the development will not result in an increase in flooding, and where possible a 

betterment will be provided to third party land. 
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5.  Conclusion  

 

SP Broadway has overseen an appropriate programme of community and stakeholder 

consultation on behalf of L&Q for the proposed development on land off Gavray Drive, 

Bicester. 

 

A large amount of consultation has been carried out with stakeholders prior to the submission 

of a planning application. A number of stakeholder discussions were held, a website was 

launched and a consultation leaflet was distributed to addresses around Gavray Drive, 

detailing the proposals and inviting feedback. This programme of consultation has allowed us 

to address and allay any stakeholder concerns or comments, including about water 

management.  

 

The new planning application is now also for a comprehensive scheme across the entire 

Gavray Drive site, which will include a strategy for the protection and restoration of Gavray 

Drive Meadow Local Wildlife Site and Conservation Target Area, demonstrating that L&Q have 

resolved the concerns raised during the previous application and appeal. 
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6.  Appendices  

 

6.1. Appendix 1 – Agenda for the ecological stakeholder discussion on 15 October 2020 
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6.2. Appendix 2 – Minutes of the ecological stakeholder discussion on 15 October 2020 
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6.3. Appendix 3 – Agenda for the stakeholder discussion on 2 December 2020 
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6.4. Appendix 4 – Minutes of the stakeholder discussion on 2 December 2020 
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6.5 Appendix 5 – Agenda for the stakeholder discussion on 24 February 2021 
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6.6. Appendix 6 – Minutes of the stakeholder discussion on 24 February 2021 
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6.7. Appendix 7 – Consultation website 
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6.8. Appendix 8 – Consultation leaflet  
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6.9. Appendix 9 – Summary of consultation feedback 
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