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AN0019/AN0044 HOWES LANE, BICESTER  

STATEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMPLETION 

 

Following prior archaeological evaluation (NA 2013), which identified areas within the site of 

archaeological interest for further investigation, an archaeological excavation was undertaken 

by Cotswold Archaeology from April to June 2019 at Howes Lane, Bicester, Oxfordshire. Three 

excavation areas were targeted on Iron Age and Roman activity identified by the evaluation. 

It was identified that throughout the areas, archaeological features were considerably 

truncated by ploughing.  

 

Excavation identified four phases of activity, ranging between the Middle Iron Age and the 

later Roman period. Iron Age activity was represented by a series of ditched boundaries in 

Area B, a roundhouse and pits in Area C, and by a small number of vestigial features in Area 

A. Evidence of later Iron Age and Roman activity was confined to Area A, and mostly 

comprised a series of ditched land boundaries of rectilinear layout. A number of discrete 

features, including pits and a group of intercut, curvilinear ditches in the south-east of Area A 

were also assigned to this phase. Two poorly preserved, undated inhumation burials had been 

inserted into Roman ditch fills. Finds suggested the proximity of domestic settlement, although 

this could not be confidently identified within Area A. A further layout of ditched boundaries in 

Area A was of later, 2nd-3rd-century date, and cut, and evidently replaced, the earlier layout.  

A final Roman phase, of 3rd-4th-century date, was represented by a ditch recut and series of 

associated quarry pits. One deep pit contained a stone-built well shaft. The limited Roman 

finds assemblages were consistent with low-status rural settlement, and comparable with a 

number of contemporary neighbouring sites. 

  

The evidence from the Howes Lane site is largely of local significance but provides further 

comparative evidence of later prehistoric and Roman-period activity within the well-

investigated Bicester area. This document is to confirm that the archaeological requirements 

for the site at Howes Lane have now been completed to the satisfaction of Richard Oram of 

OCC, and that no further works are required within its footprint, regardless of any design 

changes or new applications that might be proposed or submitted to Cherwell District Council. 

Richard Greatorex 
Principal Fieldwork Manager 
Cotswold Archaeology, Andover Office 
02 September 2021 
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