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13th April 2021 

 

Dear Iain 

 

Stone Hill House, Bloxham School 
 

I have been instructed to provide an assessment of the impact on the existing tree stock at Stone Hill 

House (Bloxham School) from a proposal for the construction of a new building within the courtyard 

of the property. 

 

A tree survey of the garden at Stone Hill House was completed on 19th November 2020.  The 

methodology for capturing the tree data was in accordance with BS5837 (2012) Trees in relation to 

design, demolition and construction – Recommendations.  I enclose a copy of the schedule of recorded 

trees with this letter, together with a plan that shows the above and below ground constraints 

presented by the trees. 

 

On 31st March 2021, you provided me with a copy of the proposed site layout (ref: 20-050-27-201 

Proposed Site Plan.pdf) which shows that there is no construction activity within the root protection 

area of any trees on site.  The trees with the most potential to be affected are those in the raised lawn 

to the west of the existing building, but the lawn is 1m higher than the courtyard in which the new 

structure is to be built and there is a retaining wall which limits root growth to the west.  This wall and 

level difference can be seen in Plate 1 below. 

 

My recommendation for protection of the trees during the development phase is that the lawned area 

to the west of Stone Hill House be designated as a Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ), and that no 
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35-SHH-INF-SCH-01 NB 191120 BS5837: 2012 Tree Survey

Client:

Site: Surveyor(s):

Age Class Definition Category Grading ERC

Stem Dia: Y Trees that have not yet reached 1/3 of their expected mature height Category 40+

C.C. EM The stage in the life cycle of a tree between youth and maturity A 20+

L.B. M B 10+

D.L.B. OM Close to full height and crown size while main-stem diameter increases more slowly C <10

E.R.C V A tree that has survived the rigours of life and shows signs of ancientness U

Physiological condition (PC)
Fair - Symptoms of health that can be remediated Poor - Significant ill health

Structural condition (SC) Fair - Significant defects that can be remediated Poor - Significant defects with no remedy

Tree No. Species H (m)
Stem 

Dia.

No of 

Stems
Canopy (m) CC (m) LB (m) DLB (m) Age Condition Observations Recommendations ERC Cat. Sub Cat RPA (m2)

RPA Radial 

distance (m)

Ground area 

covered by 

canopy (m2)

T1
English Yew

(Taxus baccata)
5 130 1

N - 1

E - 1

S - 1

W - 1

0 0 -
Semi 

Mature

PC - Fair

SC - Fair Small self set tree at top of steps into garden. - 10+ Years C 2 7 1.50 3.1

T2
Western Red Cedar

(Thuja plicata)
19 630 1

N - 2

E - 2

S - 2

W - 2

3 3 E Mature

PC - Fair

SC - Good
Mature tree on raised garden above access to house.  Stem densely covered in ivy 

preventing detailed inspection but tree appears in good health.
- 20+ Years B 2 177 7.50 12.6

T3
Common Holly

(Ilex aquifolium)
8 380 1

N - 4

E - 4

S - 4

W - 4

1 4 S Mature

PC - Fair

SC - Good
Mature tree in raised garden growing close to retaining wall.  Rooting environment 

non existent to west.
- 20+ Years B 1 64 4.50 50.3

T4
Common Holly

(Ilex aquifolium)
8 380 1

N - 4

E - 3

S - 4

W - 4

0 0 - Mature

PC - Fair

SC - Good
Mature tree in raised garden growing close to retaining wall of garage.  Rooting 

environment non existent to west, and buddleia and dogwood a base.
- 20+ Years B 1 64 4.50 44.0

T5
Magnolia

(Magnolia sp.)
8 347 2

N - 6

E - 4

S - 3

W - 5

1 2 E Mature

PC - Good

SC - Good
Mature tree in raised garden near access to hidden garden. Tree bifurcates at 0.5m 

with good wide union.  Natural lean to north due to shading from neighbouring trees. 
- 20+ Years B 1 55 4.20 63.6

T6
Mulberry

(Morus sp.)
9 550 1

N - 3.5

E - 4

S - 6

W - 6

2 2 S Veteran

PC - Fair

SC - 

Collapsing

Veteran tree in hidden garden, propped up by post.  Large cavity on east side and tree 

partially failed resulting in need for prop.  Canopy on south side resting on boundary 

wall.

- 40+ Years A 1 214 8.25 74.6

T7#
Common Holly

(Ilex aquifolium)
9 220 1

N - 4

E - 4

S - 5

W - 4

1 3 S Mature

PC - Poor

SC - Fair
Mature tree in corner of garden, densely covered in ivy. Canopy thinning indicating 

lack of vigour 
- 10+ Years C 3 23 2.70 56.5

T8#
Apple

(Malus sp.)
7 180 1

N - 0.5

E - 2.5

S - 3

W - 2.5

1 2 S Mature

PC - Fair

SC - Fair
Mature tree partially overhanging garden shed. North stem has been removed leaving 

very one sided tree.
- 10+ Years C 3 14 2.10 13.7

Estimated Remaining Contribution (in years)

NOTES:

Low Quality & Value

Unsuitable for retention

Bloxham School

Stonehill House Nick Bolton

Early Mature

Close to full height and crown size

Over Mature

35-SHH-INF-SCH

19.11.2020

Sub category

1 - Mainly Arboricultural

2 - Mainly Landscape

Date of survey:

Reference:

3 - Mainly Cultural

If a tree is designated as veteran, the RPA calculation is determined as 15x the stem diameter for 

greater protection

Key to Notations

Good - No significant health problems

Good - No significant defects

Young

Mature

Veteran

Direction of Lowest Branch

Stem diameter (mm) at 1.5m above ground level

Height of crown clearance above ground level

Lowest branch height in meters

High Quality & Value

Moderate Quality & Value
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