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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 The healthy and safe communities statement has been prepared following the 

instruction of the applicant Mrs Sandra Kerwood to prepare this planning 

application.   

 

1.2 The site is part of Manor farm which is located to the north of the A422 Stratford 

Road, approximately 1 mile south west of the village of Hornton and 5 miles to 

the north west of Banbury.  The site is situated on agricultural land in open 

countryside. 

  

1.3 The location site is on agricultural land in the open countryside.  The land is 

undulating and slopes down to a small valley with a small stream running along 

the valley floor.   

 

 

2. SITE AREA 

 

2.1 The application site area extends to approximately 7.76 Ha.  The site has been 

used as a motocross track for in excess of forty years, with an associated camping 

site used exclusively with the track when in operation.  The application seeks a 

change of use of land from agriculture to use as a moto cross track and associated 

camping site, for up to 60 days per year. When the site is not in use for motocross 

and camping, the land will revert to motocross with agricultural grazing.  

 

 
 Plate One: - Aerial Photograph of the Wroxton motocross track. 
 
 
3. PROMOTING HEALTHY AND SAFE COMMUNITIES 

 

3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework, at section eight, paragraph 91 states 

that [local] planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy, 

inclusive and safe communities which:  

 

 



 

2                

 

a) promote social interaction, including opportunities for meetings between 

people who might not otherwise come into contact with each other – for example 

through mixed-use developments, strong neighbourhood centres, street layouts 

that allow for easy pedestrian and cycle connections within and between 

neighbourhoods, and active street frontages; 

 

b) are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do 

not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion – for example through 

the use of clear and legible pedestrian routes, and high quality public space, which 

encourage the active and continual use of public areas; and 

 

c) enable and support healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address 

identified local health and well-being needs – for example through the provision 

of safe and accessible green infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access 

to healthier food, allotments and layouts that encourage walking and cycling. 

 

3.2 Paragraph 92 requires planning authorities to provide the social, recreational and 

cultural facilities and services the community needs. 

 

 a) plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities 

(such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural 

buildings, public houses and places of worship) and other local services to 

enhance the sustainability of communities and residential environments; 

 

b) take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to improve health, 

social and cultural well-being for all sections of the community;……. 

 

3.3 NPPF, paragraph 96 states that: -  

  

 96. Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport 

and physical activity is important for the health and well-being of communities. 

Planning policies should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the 

need for open space, sport and recreation facilities (including quantitative or 

qualitative deficits or surpluses) and opportunities for new provision. Information 

gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sport 

and recreational provision is needed, which plans should then seek to 

accommodate. 

 

3.4 Sport England’s “Our strategy – Uniting the Movement” states that: -  

 

“Every child and young person has the right to be active, to benefit from being 

active in a safe, positive and trusted environment, and to have an equal chance 

to achieve their potential”. 

 

“Positive experiences at an early age help build the foundations for an active 

life. If children and young people have experiences that feel fun, positive and 

give them a sense of confidence, they’re more likely to want to be active in 

the future”. 

 

“That’s why providing positive experiences for children and young people is 

one of the five big issues being tackled by Uniting the Movement”. 

 

3.5 Youth Sport Trust confirms that children and young people are struggling with 

their mental health while trying to cope with all the pressures of the 21st century. 
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Meanwhile, one in five children are now classed as obese by the time they leave 

primary school. 

 

3.6 Not every young person and adult wants to participate in team sports, swimming 

or golf. The Wroxton Motocross track provides a different type of physical exercise 

and social interaction that is often identified with mental well-being as well as 

with reductions in obesity.  Please refer to Appendix Two of this report for 

examples of where the sport of moto cross racing has helped individuals. 

 

 

4. CHERWELL GREEN SPACES STRATEGY & OXFORDSHIRE JOINT HEALTH 

AND WELLBEING STRATEGY 

 

4.1 The Cherwell Green Spaces Strategy identifies the green spaces that we have in 

the district and assesses what areas are needed to meet current shortfalls and 

future needs. It builds upon a previous study of open space, sport and recreation 

in the district and both documents were produced in accordance with the 

Government’s Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG17 is superseded by Chapter 

8 of the Framework).  

 

4.2 The types of green space that are included in the strategy include: - 

 

e) Outdoor sports facilities (facilities for participation in outdoor sports).  

4.3 National planning policy: Local authorities are encouraged to: 

a) Assess local green space needs and opportunities. 

b) Set local green space standards. 

c) Maintain an adequate supply of green spaces. 

d) Plan for new green spaces. 

 

4.4 Cherwell planning policies emphasize the value of green spaces for:  

a) Social inclusion and community cohesion.  

b) Environmental benefits and biodiversity.  

c) Health and well-being. 

d) Sustainable development.  

e) Social and economic regeneration. 

 

4.5 Please refer to Appendix One for the highlighted text within the Cherwell District 

Council’s Green Spaces Strategy to understand how the Wroxton Motocross track 

achieves many of the strategic objectives and social benefits identified. 

 

 Oxfordshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2018-2023) 

4.6 Cherwell planning policies emphasize the importance of securing Health and Well-

being for communities in Oxfordshire and are partly shaped by the Oxfordshire 

Joint Health and Well Being Board.  The Health and Well Being Board for 

Oxfordshire is a partnership between Oxfordshire County Council, the NHS and 

the people of Oxfordshire designed to ensure that we all work together to improve 

health and wellbeing.  Oxfordshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2018-

2023) shared vision is: “To work together in supporting and maintaining excellent 

health and well-being for all the residents of Oxfordshire”. 

 

4.7 Oxfordshire’s Joint Health and Wellbeing strategy reiterates the important role 

that participation in sporting activities can have to promote: 
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 • Healthy living 

• Healthy weight  

• Physical activity including active travel and everyday activity 

• Mental wellbeing 

 

  

5. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

 

5.1 The overriding objective of central government through both planning policies 

and through Sport England’s initiatives is to encourage people, particularly young 

people to participate in sporting activities.  It is acknowledged widely that people 

who engage in sporting activities benefit physically and mentally.   

 

5.2 Motocross racing is regarded as being instrumental in helping to achieve gender 

equality. 

 

5.3 Motocross racing is often considered a niche sport, (unless you are involved in it) 

however policies relating to sport and recreation should seek to provide facilities 

to improve health, social and cultural well-being for all sections of the community. 

 

5.4 The Wroxton Motocross track achieves many of the objectives of the Council’s 

Green Spaces Strategy, in a rural area where it is acknowledged that the provision 

of space for outdoor sport and recreation is often limited and difficult to fund.  

Furthermore it is acknowledged in the Cherwell Council’s Green Spaces Strategy 

that the motocross track is likely to fulfil demand for the facility from a wider area 

than just the local community, thus meeting the wider community benefit, as 

evidenced by the forty-year plus operation of the Wroxton motocross track. 

 

 

  

Phil Plant MRICS BSc (Hons) 

Mid West Planning Ltd 

 

JUNE 2021 
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