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James Kirkham

From: Tim Screen

Sent: 19 August 2021 11:34

To: Jacob Hepworth-Bell

Cc: Karen Kemp Hall; Gareth Hey; James Kirkham; Keir Price

Subject: RE: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

Hi Jacob

Thank you for the landscape and ecology report with the additional information/clarifications, which I find 
to be acceptable. The planning condition can be discharged.

Best regards

Tim

Tim Screen CMLI
Landscape Architect
Environmental Services
Environment & Place
Cherwell District Council

Direct Dial 01295 221862 Mobile 07854 219751
www.cherwell.gov.uk
Follow us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cherwelldistrictcouncil  
Twitter: @Cherwellcouncil

From: Jacob Hepworth-Bell <Jacob.Hepworth-Bell@ecologysolutions.co.uk> 
Sent: 18 August 2021 16:25
To: Tim Screen <Tim.Screen@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>
Cc: Karen Kemp Hall <Karen.Kemp-Hall@ecologysolutions.co.uk>; Gareth Hey 
<gareth.hey@ecologysolutions.co.uk>; James Kirkham <James.Kirkham@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>; Keir Price 
<keir.price@burringtonestates.com>
Subject: RE: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

Hi Tim, 

Firstly, thank you again for your time on the phone earlier in the week and I am pleased to now provide an updated 
version of the report which I trust addresses your previous comments. 

For ease of internal review, I also attach a tracked change version of the report which highlights the additions. I 
would welcome confirmation from you that the attached is now acceptable. 
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Many thanks once again and kind regards, 

Jacob Hepworth-Bell BSc (Hons) | Director

Ecology Solutions (Manchester) Limited

CIEEM Registered Practice 2019-2020

68 Quay Street | Manchester | M3 3EJ
+44 (0) 161 4703232 | +44 (0) 7703 020505
jacob.hepworth-bell@ecologysolutions.co.uk

Worcestershire | +44 (0) 1451 870767 | info@ecologysolutions.co.uk
Hertfordshire | +44 (0) 1763 848084 | east@ecologysolutions.co.uk
www.ecologysolutions.co.uk

The ES Group now offers additional services through ES Landscape Planning and ES Mitigation & Management.

Following Government advice, the ES Group has implemented policies to safeguard staff, clients and the public 
during the coronavirus / Covid-19 pandemic, while continuing to carry out our work. Staff are working from home 
– diverts are in place so calls to office numbers will still be answered. We are continuing to undertake all field work 
(where sites remain open), maintaining social distancing (travelling to sites alone) and personal hygiene.

This email and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient you must not copy this message or any attachment or disclose the contents to any other person. If you have received this message in 
error please contact us at the address above or by email at mcr@ecologysolutions.co.uk. Any files attached to this email will have been checked 
by us with virus detection software before transmission. You should carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachment. Ecology 
Solutions Limited accepts no liability for any loss or damage which may be caused by software viruses. Registered in England No 1183 9707.

From: Tim Screen <Tim.Screen@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk> 
Sent: 16 August 2021 17:49
To: Jacob Hepworth-Bell <Jacob.Hepworth-Bell@ecologysolutions.co.uk>
Cc: Karen Kemp Hall <Karen.Kemp-Hall@ecologysolutions.co.uk>; Gareth Hey <gareth.hey@ecologysolutions.co.uk>
Subject: RE: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

Hello Jacob 

Thank you for providing an accurate written response further to our useful discussion earlier. I confirm my 
agreement to all the bullet point responses below and await the updated LEMP in due course.

Best regards.

Tim

Tim Screen CMLI
Landscape Architect
Environmental Services
Environment & Place
Cherwell District Council

Direct Dial 01295 221862 Mobile 07854 219751
www.cherwell.gov.uk
Follow us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cherwelldistrictcouncil  
Twitter: @Cherwellcouncil
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From: Jacob Hepworth-Bell <Jacob.Hepworth-Bell@ecologysolutions.co.uk> 
Sent: 16 August 2021 17:20
To: Tim Screen <Tim.Screen@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>
Cc: Karen Kemp Hall <Karen.Kemp-Hall@ecologysolutions.co.uk>; Gareth Hey <gareth.hey@ecologysolutions.co.uk>
Subject: RE: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

Good afternoon Tim,

Thank you again for your time over the phone this afternoon. 

As promised, I wanted to summarise below the discussions we had and the agreements made in relation to the 
Hempton Road site (Deddington). If you are able to confirm the below is an accurate reflection of our conversation, 
that would be much appreciated. 

• The LEMP should specify a timeframe of 15 years until another plan is written and adapted for further years. This is to 
ensure the continued maintenance of maturing landscape which will otherwise diminish, with plant deaths and disease 
after 15 years. We agreed that in this instance, it would be appropriate for the LEMP to specify a 5 year management 
regime. The management regime would then be subject to a rolling 5 yearly review prior to implementation of 
measures for the subsequent 5 year period. 

• The overall aim of the LEMP should be clearly established, where valid objectives will support this. There are obviously 
clear, valid ecological objectives, but we require for the overall aim to enhance the visual amenity of the area to the 
benefit of people’s health and wellbeing, visually integrate the development into its surroundings, and enhance 
biodiversity. Sustainability and reducing carbon emissions is also key. We agreed that an additional objective should be 
included in the LEMP which specifically relates to amenity value / landscape screening / landscape integration. You 
noted that the technical management measures proposed already are appropriate and additional management 
measures are not required. However you feel it is important for the report to identify how these measures will also 
achieve the aims of the additional (landscape) objective. We will update the report accordingly.

• Legal responsibilities of the parties, the landscape contractor and management company should be highlighted; the 
compliance with health and safety law and the implementation of landscape-related risk assessments are essential. 
You noted that the wording is broadly appropriate but should be ‘tightened’ slightly, for example making it explicitly 
clear that the management company will comply with all measures detailed in the CEMP, as well as current H&S 
legislation. We will tweak our wording accordingly. 

• Regular monitoring - recorded via reports available to the management company and the District Council – to identify 
and respond to natural or man-made changes in the environment which affect the landscape types (e.g. tree disease), 
in an efficient and appropriate manner. We agreed that the provision of reports was perhaps overly onerous for this 
site. Instead, we agreed that the management company should produce simple recording sheets following site 
visits/works (e.g. a checklist format allowing for potential damage / remedial work requirements to be flagged). These 
would be kept as records by the management company and would be available to the LPA, if requested. 

• Vandalism and its immediate rectification is crucial to ensure a safe and cared for environment. This must be addressed 
in the maintenance schedules. This is fine and will be updated accordingly.

• References to the appropriate British Standards are needed. As discussed, I believe the information requested is 
already provided at Appendix 4 of the report (see attached).

• The landscape contractor to visit the site once a fortnight to ensure cleansing and litter picking operations are 
implemented. This is fine and will be updated accordingly.

• The watering regime must be clarified for trees and shrubs. The most current guidance for trees comes from BS8545: 
2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape – Recommendations. 11.3 Irrigation The soil moisture is 
monitored to ensure the optimum volume of water is applied in a targeted and sustainable way. Over watering is just 
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as problematic to trees and plants as underwatering. This is fine and will be updated accordingly. We agreed it 
appropriate for the watering regime to cover the first 24 month period only. 

Jacob Hepworth-Bell BSc (Hons) | Director

Ecology Solutions (Manchester) Limited

CIEEM Registered Practice 2019-2020

68 Quay Street | Manchester | M3 3EJ
+44 (0) 161 4703232 | +44 (0) 7703 020505
jacob.hepworth-bell@ecologysolutions.co.uk

Worcestershire | +44 (0) 1451 870767 | info@ecologysolutions.co.uk
Hertfordshire | +44 (0) 1763 848084 | east@ecologysolutions.co.uk
www.ecologysolutions.co.uk

The ES Group now offers additional services through ES Landscape Planning and ES Mitigation & Management.

Following Government advice, the ES Group has implemented policies to safeguard staff, clients and the public 
during the coronavirus / Covid-19 pandemic, while continuing to carry out our work. Staff are working from home 
– diverts are in place so calls to office numbers will still be answered. We are continuing to undertake all field work 
(where sites remain open), maintaining social distancing (travelling to sites alone) and personal hygiene.

This email and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient you must not copy this message or any attachment or disclose the contents to any other person. If you have received this message in 
error please contact us at the address above or by email at mcr@ecologysolutions.co.uk. Any files attached to this email will have been checked 
by us with virus detection software before transmission. You should carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachment. Ecology 
Solutions Limited accepts no liability for any loss or damage which may be caused by software viruses. Registered in England No 1183 9707.

From: Jacob Hepworth-Bell 
Sent: 16 August 2021 16:38
To: Tim.Screen@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk
Subject: FW: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

From: Tim Screen <Tim.Screen@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk> 
Sent: 30 July 2021 14:38
To: James Kirkham <James.Kirkham@Cherwell-DC.gov.uk>
Subject: 21/00479/DISC - Stone Pits, Hempton Road, Deddington

Hi James

In consideration of the LEMP. 

The council’s technical specification (a requirement of the s106) should normally be appended to the an 
ecologically biased LEMP, however the ecological maintenance procedures relate to different objectives 
which may conflict with our technical specification, in which case I would ask the landscape consultant to 
review the TS and consult the ecologist to ensure a LEMP that satisfies both requirements. I would also ask 
these consultants to consider the enclosed landscape management guidelines and the bullet point 
responses:

• The LEMP should specify a timeframe of 15 years until another plan is written and adapted for further years. This is to 
ensure the continued maintenance of maturing landscape which will otherwise diminish, with plant deaths and disease 
after 15 years. 

• The overall aim of the LEMP should be clearly established, where valid objectives will support this. There are obviously 
clear, valid ecological objectives, but we require for the overall aim to enhance the visual amenity of the area to the 
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benefit of people’s health and wellbeing, visually integrate the development into its surroundings, and enhance 
biodiversity. Sustainability and reducing carbon emissions is also key. 

• Legal responsibilities of the parties, the landscape contractor and management company should be highlighted; the 
compliance with health and safety law and the implementation of landscape-related risk assessments are essential. 

• Regular monitoring - recorded via reports available to the management company and the District Council – to identify 
and respond to natural or man-made changes in the environment which affect the landscape types (e.g. tree disease), 
in an efficient and appropriate manner. 

• Vandalism and its immediate rectification is crucial to ensure a safe and cared for environment. This must be addressed 
in the maintenance schedules. 

• References to the appropriate British Standards are needed.

• The landscape contractor to visit the site once a fortnight to ensure cleansing and litter picking operations are 
implemented.

• The watering regime must be clarified for trees and shrubs. The most current guidance for trees comes from BS8545: 
2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape – Recommendations. 11.3 Irrigation The soil moisture is 
monitored to ensure the optimum volume of water is applied in a targeted and sustainable way. Over watering is just 
as problematic to trees and plants as underwatering. 

I look forward to a revised LEMP.

Best regards

Tim

Tim Screen CMLI
Landscape Architect

Environmental Services
Environment & Place
Cherwell District Council

Direct Dial 01295 221862 Mobile 07854 219751
www.cherwell.gov.uk
Follow us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cherwelldistrictcouncil  
Twitter: @Cherwellcouncil

This e-mail (including any attachments) may be confidential and may contain legally privileged information. You 
should not disclose its contents to any other person. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately. 

Whilst the Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise the risk of computer software viruses, it 
cannot accept liability for any damage which you may sustain as a result of such viruses. You should carry out your 
own virus checks before opening the e-mail(and/or any attachments). 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the contents of this e-mail represent only the views of the sender and does not 
impose any legal obligation upon the Council or commit the Council to any course of action.. 
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