•
•

•

•

•

This access road is a risk site for tanker crashes which has not been assessed in the application.
We are deeply worried about the precedent this application would set for this wonderful area of the
Ironstone Downs, identified as requiring protection in the new draft Cherwell Local Plan. Moreover,
this site is only ever going to get bigger: there is already a seventh tank planned (see indications on
the submission drawings in the application) and the applicant-landowner owns the piece of land
(currently a stone cutting yard but on a short lease) right next to this proposed fuel depot site and
the land to the west and to the north.
In November, during a Zoom meeting requested by the applicant, Certas stated to Hornton Parish
Council that there would not be any petrol stored on site. Untrue: it is stated on the application that
one tank shall be ‘gasoline’ (petrol).
There is no credibility to the proposed vehicle movements in the application at all. For example, the
application does not identify all likely vehicle trips, notably the delivery of fuel to the site by large
tankers.
The A422 west of Banbury is NOT identified on Oxfordshire’s lorry route map (and for good
reason).

• The site is completely inaccessible by sustainable forms of transport (eg. public transport and cycling).
• The site access has proven to be significantly deficient in terms of available visibility - well below the required
standard - and is on to a stretch of road with permanent ice hazard signs. (See Planning portal
submissions for evidence.)
•

The increased traffic would have a severe impact on several local communities, especially Wroxton
and Drayton, and harm local highway safety.

In summary, to site a fuel depot here is wholly inappropriate when there are other locations by the M40.
It would be madness to jump at this option merely to satisfy the apparent need, in coming years, to relocate
the Certas depot from Banbury. This option would inflict decades of harm and perpetual dangerous
planning precedent on this part of Cherwell's most precious countryside. Cherwell District Council is the
custodian of this countryside. Moreover, this application flies in the face of both national and local planning
policies.
We strongly object to this application and urge you to refuse it on 10 December 2020. That will release us
from this threat and allow us to re-focus on maintaining wildlife and soil health and producing
environmentally sustainable food from field to fork at Hornton Grounds.

Catherine and Graham Vint
Hornton Grounds.
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