Bob Neville
Cherwell District Council
Bodicote House
Bodicote
Banbury
OX15 4AA
By email only to: bob.neville@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
23 November 2020
Dear Bob
APPLICATION NO: 20/02453/F
DESCRIPTION: A fuel depot including ancillary offices, the installation of plant and hardstanding
LOCATION: Hornton Grounds Quarry, Hornton
Thank you for consulting the Cotswolds Conservation Board (‘the Board’) on this proposed
development, which would be located in the setting of the Cotswolds National Landscape1,
approximately 260m from the National Landscape boundary.
In reaching its planning decision, the local planning authority (LPA) has a statutory duty to have regard
to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the National Landscape.3 The Board
recommends that, in fulfilling this ‘duty of regard’, the LPA should: (i) ensure that planning decisions
are consistent with relevant national and local planning policy and guidance; and (ii) give explicit
consideration to the following Board publications:





Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan 2018-2023 (link);
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character Assessment (link), in particular, with regards to
Landscape Character Type (LCT) 6 (Ironstone Hills and Valleys) and LCT 7 (High Wold);
Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (link), in particular, with regards to LCT 6
(link) and LCT 7 (link)
Cotswolds Conservation Board Position Statements (link), in particular:
o Development in the setting of the Cotswolds AONB (link);
o Dark Skies & Artificial Light (link), including Appendices A (link), B (link) and C (link);
o Tranquillity (link).

Based on the information provided, the Board considers that potential adverse impacts on the
Cotswolds National Landscape have not been adequately addressed, as outlined below. As such, we
object to the proposed development.
The Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (LSG) indicates that LCT 7 retains a strong
sense of remoteness and tranquillity, contributing to its high landscape sensitivity. For LCT6, the LSG
indicates that the rural landscape is highly sensitive to development that would introduce urbanising
elements to otherwise agricultural areas. Presumably, given the proximity of the proposed
development to the Cotswolds National Landscape boundary, the landscape sensitivity in the locality
of the proposed development would be similarly high.

NOTES:
1) Cotswolds National Landscape is the new name for the Cotswolds Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). The new name takes forward one of the proposals of the
Government-commissioned ‘Landscapes Review’ to rename AONBs as ‘National Landscapes’.
This change reflects the national importance of AONBs and the fact that they are
safeguarded, in the national interest, for nature, people, business and culture.
2) Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. (Link).
3) The ‘special qualities’ of the Cotswolds National Landscape are those aspects of the area’s
natural beauty which make the area distinctive and which are valuable, especially at a
national scale. They are the key attributes on which the priorities for the area’s conservation,
enhancement and management should be based. The special qualities of the National
Landscape are listed in Chapter 2 of the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 2018-2023.

