
Quercus robur
Oak forests support more life forms than any other native forest. They are host to hundreds of insect species, supplying many birds with an important food 
source. In autumn, mammals such as squirrels, badgers and deer feed on acorns.
Flower and leaf buds of English oak are the food plants of the caterpillars of purple hairstreak butterflies.
The soft leaves of English oaks break down with ease in autumn and form a rich leaf mould beneath the tree, supporting invertebrates such as the stag beetle, 
and fungi, like the oakbug milkcap. Holes and crevices in the tree bark are perfect nesting spots for the pied flycatcher or marsh tit.
Bats also roost in old woodpecker holes or under loose bark, as well as feeding on the rich supply of insects in the tree canopy.

Acer campestre
Field maple is attractive to aphids and their predators, including many species of ladybird, hoverfly and bird. Lots of species of moth, such as the mocha, feed on 
its leaves. The flowers provide nectar and pollen sources for bees and birds, and small mammals eat the fruits.

Prunus padus
A stunning, scented show-stopper of a tree. In spring, nectar-loving animals flock to this beautiful tree for its almond-scented blossom. In Autumn the berries 
provide a source of food for birds and mammals. 

Corylus avellana
Hazel leaves provide food for the caterpillars of moths, including the large emerald, small white wave, barred umber and nut-tree tussock. In managed 
woodland where hazel is coppiced, the open, wildflower-rich habitat supports species of butterfly, particularly fritillaries. Coppiced hazel also provides shelter for 
ground-nesting birds, such as the nightingale, nightjar, yellowhammer and willow warbler.
Hazel has long been associated with the dormouse (also known as the hazel dormouse). Not only are hazelnuts eaten by dormice to fatten up for hibernation, 
but in spring the leaves are a good source of caterpillars, which dormice also eat.
Hazelnuts are also eaten by woodpeckers, nuthatches, tits, wood pigeons, jays and small mammals. Hazel flowers provide early pollen as a food for bees. 
However, bees find it difficult to collect and can only gather it in small loads. This is because the pollen of wind-pollinated hazel is not sticky and each grain 
actually repels against another.
The trunks are often covered in mosses, liverworts and lichens, and the fiery milkcap fungus grows in the soil beneath.
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LANDSCAPE & BIODIVERSITY PROPOSALS 
OXO_006 NEW MIXED NATIVE WOODLAND (SECTION A - A)

Ilex aquifolium
Holly provides dense cover and good nesting opportunities for birds, while its deep, dry leaf litter may be used by hedgehogs and small mammals for 
hibernation.
The flowers provide nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinating insects. The leaves are eaten by caterpillars of the holly blue butterfly, along with those 
of various moths, including the yellow-barred brindle, double-striped pug and the holly tortrix. The smooth leaves found at the tops of holly trees are a winter 
source of food for deer.
The berries are a vital source of food for birds in winter, and small mammals, such as wood mice and dormice.

Crataegus monogyna
Common hawthorn can support more than 300 insects. It is the foodplant for caterpillars of moths, including the hawthorn, orchard ermine, pear leaf blister, 
rhomboid tortrix, light emerald, lackey, vapourer, fruitlet-mining tortrix, small eggar and lappet moths. Its flowers are eaten by dormice and provide nectar and 
pollen for bees and other pollinating insects. The haws are rich in antioxidants and are eaten by migrating birds, such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes, as 
well as small mammals.
The dense, thorny foliage makes fantastic nesting shelter for many species of bird.

Betula pendula

Birch woods (which may include downy or silver birch, or both) have a light, open canopy, providing the perfect conditions for grasses, mosses, wood 
anemones, bluebells, wood sorrel and violets to grow.
Silver birch provides food and habitat for more than 300 insect species – the leaves attracting aphids which provide food for ladybirds and other species further 
up the food chain. The leaves are also a food plant for the caterpillars of many moths, including the angle-shades, buff tip, pebble hook-tip, and Kentish glory. 
Birch trees are particularly associated with specific fungi, including fly agaric, woolly milkcap, birch milkcap, birch brittlegill, birch knight, chanterelle and the 
birch polypore (razor strop).
Woodpeckers and other hole-nesting birds often nest in the trunk, while the seeds are eaten by siskins, greenfinches and redpolls.

A new Native Woodland

Species rich family lawn Entrance courtyard (Rill 
and Woodland Gardens)

SECTION A - A  
Scale : 1:250
(Wildlife value information from Woodland Trust)
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SEED__landscape design ltd

The monoculture of the Ash plantation will be gradually replaced with 
a mixed native woodland. Nearly all of these tree and shrub species 
are found in the surrounding landscape and will significantly enhance 
the biodiversity on site. 


