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INTRODUCTION

This statement supports a ‘Permitted Development: Proposed 
Use’ application for Birch Hill, Burdrop, OX15 5RQ. 

The owners, for whom this statement has been prepared, 
have been letting the property to tenants, but will be moving 
in themselves once the works are complete. 

These proposed works enable the owner to have a thermally 
efficient, low energy dwelling that suits their needs without 
needing to build a carbon costly extension. The proposed works 
subtly updated the exterior of the building whilst ensuring 
that it is still in keeping with the surrounding buildings.
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1.0 SITE LOCATION 
—

AERIAL VIEW

LOCATION

Burdrop is a village in Sibford Gower civil parish, about 6.5 miles west of Banbury in 
Oxfordshire. 

Birch Hill is located in an elevated position to the north-east of the village. It lies outside the 
Sibford Gower and Burdrop Conservation Area but is visible from within it. 

(Map above)

1. Burdrop
2. Sibford Ferris
3. Sibford Gower SIBFORD GOWER & BURDROP CONSERVATION AREA

1

Birch Hill
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3.0 EXISTING PHOTOS
—

Existing Photos

Birch Hill is one of four bungalows located on a raised site just outside of the Conservation Area in 
Burdrop. Birch Hill is located to the eastern edge of the cul-de-sac so benefits from long reaching 
views across the countryside from its elevated position. 

The house is clad in ironstone with rendered panels. The doors and windows are white UPVC with 
large silvered timber beams above key openings. The concrete tiled roof has a shallow pitch and 
wide overhanging eaves. 

A brick annexe has been built to the north of the house which blocks the light and views of the 
garden on this side. 

1. View up the cul-de-sac of the south elevation

Birch Hill

2. View between the annexe and the house 3. View of the existing garage and the front porch

4. View south east of the house with the existing brick annexe and garage. 5. View of the house from the road below 6. View of the south elevation

Birch Hill
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4.0 EXISTING DRAWINGS
—
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PLANNING HISTORY

Other relevant planning applications to the property include: 

11/01866/4 - Permit
Side extension to provide additional residential accommodation

09/00427/F - Permit
Side extension to provide additional residential accommodation

08/02363/F - Refused
Side extension to provide additional residential accommodation

5.0 PLANNING HISTORY
—

09/00427/F Proposed drawings
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6.0 SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES
—

The owners have commissioned a report on the 
performance of the existing bungalow by Cosy Homes 
Oxford. 

The report found that the existing building has substantial 
heat losses through the existing suspended timber floor, 
cavity walls and roof. 

95% of the existing windows are double glazed; however, 
the age of the these windows are unknown and their 
effectiveness is limited. 

The owners aims are to: 

- Improve the thermal efficiency of the existing building 
with new internal wall insulation, floor and roof insulation. 
The chimney’s are to be removed to prevent heat loss at 
these locations. 

- Replace all windows and doors with triple-glazed 
composite alternatives. 

- Use renewable energy sources. Replace the existing 
oil based heating system with an air source heat pump. 
Other low-energy systems such as PV roof panels and 
mechanical ventilation heat recovery (MVHR) are also 
proposed. 



BIRCH HILL 12

7.0 PROPOSAL 
—

Proposed view looking north east

Proposed view looking south west

Proposed larch cladding to replace existing 
rendered areas

Example of lime-
washed stonework

Proposed triple glazed 
composite windows

These proposed works enable the owner to have a thermally efficient, low energy 
dwelling that suits their needs without needing to build a carbon costly extension. 
The proposed works subtly updated the exterior of the building whilst ensuring 
that it is still in keeping with the surrounding buildings.

The property will be thermally upgraded with new internal insulation to walls, roof 
and floors and replacement triple-glazed windows and doors. Low-energy systems 
such as PV roof panels and mechanical ventilation heat recovery (MVHR) are also 
proposed. 

The proposed works affecting the exterior consist of:

• Removing the existing brick annexe to the north of the house and make good 
the garden boundary wall. 

• Replacing the existing uPVC windows to the house with new triple glazed units. 
In some cases the existing opening size will be altered or a new opening made 
(please see the proposed drawings for more information.)

• Add two rooflights to the existing roof. 

• Removing the existing front porch and replacing the existing inner front door 
with a new triple-glazed alternative with side light. 

• New triple glazed sliding doors to the south side of the property with a timber 
decked area. 

• PV panels to the roof. 

• Lime washing the existing stone cladding and replacing the rendered sections 
with vertical timber cladding. 

• Converting the existing garage to bedrooms and in-filling the existing door 
opening. The external appearance of this will be vertical timber cladding with 
two new window openings to the new bedrooms. 

• Replacing existing plastic fascias with treated timber alternatives. 

• Replacing existing plastic guttering and downpipes with galvanised metal 
alternatives.

• Removing the existing chimneys. Repairing the existing roof with tiles to match 
the existing. 
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PROPOSED WEST ELEVATION

PROPOSED EAST ELEVATION

Existing roof repaired 
with tiles to match 
existing

Timber decking

Existing rendered 
sections of wall 
replaced with vertical 
timber cladding

Existing external porch 
removed and new 
glazed front door and 
sidelight added 

Existing garage door 
in-filled. External 
appearance to be 
vertical timber cladding. 

Existing plastic fascias 
replaced with new 
treated timber 
alternatives

Existing annexe building 
removed with wall 
retained.

Existing stone cladding 
retained and 
limewashed.

Existing window cills 
lowered with new triple 
glazed aluminium 
window units installed.

New high level 
window 
opening

Existing 
window sized 
reduced

Existing retaining wall

Existing terrace & steps 
retained

Existing annexe building 
removed with wall 
retained.

New PV solar panels 

Timber decking

Existing rendered 
sections of wall 
replaced with vertical 
timber cladding

Existing roof repaired 
with tiles to match 
existing

Existing window height 
reduced. 
Vertical timber cladding 
added beneath.

Existing bay window 
upgraded and internally 
insulated. 

Existing stone cladding 
retained and 
limewashed.

Existing window cills 
lowered with new triple 
glazed aluminium 
window units installed.

New rooflights
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P1

PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION

PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION

Existing roof repaired 
with tiles to match 
existing

Timber decking

Existing plastic fascias 
replaced with new 
treated timber 
alternatives

Existing annexe building 
removed with wall 
retained.

Existing stone cladding 
retained and 
limewashed.

Existing window cill 
lowered with a new 
narrower triple glazed 
aluminium window unit 
installed.

Existing bay window 
upgraded and internally 
insulated. 

New PV solar panels 

New triple glazed 
sliding doors within a 
new opening

Existing roof repaired 
with tiles to match 
existing

Existing bay window 
upgraded and internally 
insulated. 

Existing window cills 
lowered with new triple 
glazed aluminium 
window units installed.

Existing terrace
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