windrush
ecology

St. George’s Catholic Church,
Round Close Road, Adderbury, Oxfordshire

Protected Species Survey Report

November 2015

on behalf of Catling and Catling Ltd

Windrush Ecolegy Limited - Howbeary Park
Tel 01491 822681 — Web wyw.wi ndrushecology co
Company Registration No: 7058 1

— Wallingford — Oxor 0X10 BBA
m — Email enouir@windrushecols

A2 2 " | Uy.cam
78 — Place of Registration - 28 High Street, Witney, OX28 8RA




Client Catling and Catling Ltd
Job name St. George's Catholic Church, Round Close Road, Adderbury, Oxfordshire
Survey date | 14" October 2015
Reportdate | 23" October 2015
Report title Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report
Reference W1804_rep_St George's Church, Adderbury_23-10-15
Signed Name Position Date
Owen Crawshaw BSc Assistant
Prepared by GradCIEEM Ecologist 16/10/15
Additions by Tracy Gray BSc GradCIEEM | Ecologist 19/10/15
|
Edward Bodsworth MA PhD
Reviewed b
y MCIEEM Director 23/10/15
!
Minor T Gray BSc
amendments racy Gray GradCIEEM | Ecologist 12/11/15
1

Windrush Ecology Limited ~ Howbery Park -Wallingford — Oxon OX10 8BA
Tel 01491 822681 - Web www,windrushecology.com — Email enquiry@windrushecology, com

LCompany Registration No: 7068178 - Place of Registration — 28 High Street, Withey, OX28 BRA




Catling and Catling Ltd St George's Catholic Church, Adderbury

Report Contents
1 Introduction.... Sauzezen il
1.1 ‘SHo DOBOHPHON ......vuivmiassiasassarsnsspsonssasasusnsspasssrasssspavsasapsussmescrassarsarspssenarens 1
1.2 PrOROSRE WWOTKS:...ccoiisiiisommssimssissisoaiaonsasssstsamososnnssporsssiassssosossasssasaonssspsosvensosars 1
1.3 AIMS Of STUAY .....c.eoiviriiricreeriirin ettt sbeas s st sss s s s b asassansanane 1
2 Methodology el
2.1 Phase 1 Habitat Survey .................................................................................... 1
2.2 Bat Survey (Bullding Inspaction Survey) ...............ccccrenvirmnniereiiciesie e 1
3 Results S
3.1 HEDRAES .........ccocrereriririeercrnernsinieretresne s sresiens st smnseraseransanesasessasss e nesnesasnasnas 3
311 BUIING ..c..oeeoiierereirenreercrernersserrnessseessessrsssnessessesraserasasessrsnsasssnesnesssesans 3
3.1.2 Bare Ground with Ruderal Vegetation................ccevrececrvrenrnnecinneninnnn, 3
3.1.3 RUNNINGWELE .......ccceiiviriernreincrnsies e ssas i rasanssessntsassssesnsesrasns 3
B2 SPOCIBS...........ccco ittt et e s s e s e e e s se s e s e entsvneeene s anvsnt 4
B.2.1 BEIB......cccorrreereren e speene et a s et e a e ne s b e saa e as s st e s n e s neraaeaRe e tes 4
3122 BINS......cccciiiricenine e st s e e e ae e s e aa e srauae s b e nanenbe e 4
3.2.3 Amphibians ........................................................................................... 4
324 Other SPaCIeS .........ccccvevirireericinrentieee et ree s sansaremsenesn s e ae e s sensanesnens 4
4 Impact ASSESSMENt..............ccvccreirscnernvetessrersmerssersssemssssssssassesnssanesssonas .4
R L T —— 4
4.2 SPBCIEB............ccoorerrirtirriee et see e s e sa e b e s s n s sae e s raeaeesnae st e tesessenane 4
8 ReCOMMONUMIONS ...........cocississiosusssiresisaseviininssssviasiombashisisbeisinisioiussodsosivibsionsss .8
5.1  HabUMS .cciiiiniiivnimsnnssiuissmssssisssis s niaim i araaiaiv 5
8.2 SPOOMIE.....icii0is0mmmuuiissotssisissonssissisismsesens moemsnssspessasass aeasmmssaersorenssntasmsssnats 5
6 References........oeecernerrens ]
7 Appendix 1. Photographs 8
8 Appendix 2. 81te LOCALION PIANS ......c.coeecriuiresemsanmasssssnssssssasserssasssesessorasessssssssmsasne 7

W1804_rep_St George's Church, Adderbury_13-11-15



Catiing and Catling Lid St Geonge's Catholic Church, Adderbury

1 lntroduction

1.1 Site Description

St. George’s Catholic Church is located to the south of Round Close Road, fo the westem side of
the village of Adderbury in Oxfordshire. The approximate Ordnance Survey grid reference for the
site is SP 487 353. Adderbury is located approximately 2.8km to the south of Banbury.

The study includes the church itself and surrounding area of land which comprises bare ground and
ruderal vegetation. A small stream runs through the site, to the south of the building. The northemn
boundary of the site is marked by a stone wall and temporary heras fencing, beyond which is Round
Close Road. The eastern and western boundaries are marked by walls or fences. The southemn
boundary is denoted by & wooden fence.

The area surrounding the site is largely residential, comprising buildings, roads and small gardens.
The Lucy Plackett Playing Field, a recreation ground with a smail woodiand to the south, is located
approximately 40m to the east of the site. The Sor Brook flows from norih to south approximately
225m to the east of the site, beyond the recreation ground.

1.2 Proposed Works
" There is a proposal to demolish the existing building and 0 erect four new dwellings within the site,
with associated gardens and access.

1.3 Aims of Study

The aims of this study are to survey the building for bats and/or evidence of bats. The study assesses
the overall potential of the building to support roosting bats and discusses the likely impact of the
proposed demolition on bats and their habitats. The study also describes and evaluates the habitats
present and aims to assess the potential for the site to support other protected and notable species.

The rt discusses the of the
report - likely impacts proposed development on the ecology of the site, on

2 Methodology

21 Phase 1 Habitat Survey

A Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken on 14" October 2015 by T GradCl,
mdhﬁmmﬂnmdhmmgpmm
standard Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology (JNCC 2010). Target notes were also prepared on
~ mummmwawmmm«udﬂswm

support protected and notable species species listed under
Framework and Section 41 of the NERG, Act 2008, ! RN o 20%0 Sackveraly

?HHWMIMW
survey (building inepection survey) was also undertaken on 14* October
mm.mmm-mmmm%mu@&ng
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The bat survey was undertaken according to best practice guidelines published by the Bat
Conservation Trust (Hundt 2012) and the Bat Workers Manual (JNCC 2010). The study also takes
into account the structure of the building and ecological context of the site, including the following
factors which may increase the likelihood of roosting bats being present (Hundt 2012):

e o 2 2 o o

Age of the building (pre-20* Century or early 20" Century construction)

Nature of construction; traditional brick, stone or timber construction

Large and complicated roof vold with unobstructed fiying spaces

Large (>20 cm) roof timbers with mortice/tenon joints, cracks and holes

Entrances and gaps for bats to fly and crawl through

Poorly maintained fabric providing ready access points for bats into roofs, walls; but at the
same time not being too draughty and cool.

Roof warmed by the sun, south-facing roofs in particular

Weatherboarding and/or hanging tiles with gaps

Undisturbed roof voids

Buildings and built structures in proximity to each other providing a variety of roosting
opportunities throughout the year

Buildings or built structures close to good foraging habitat, in particular mature trees,
parkland, woodland or wetland, especially in a rural setting.

The following criteria are used to determine the level of ‘bat roost potential’ within buildings:

None - There are no features that roosting bats could use for shelter. No further surveys are
required.
Negligible — While presence cannot be absolutely discounted, no obvious features that could
be used by bats for shelter are identified. No further surveys are required.

Low — A small number of potential roosting features are identified. These features are most
likely to offer shelter to small numbers of non-breeding and non-hibernating bats. One further
survey (dusk/dawn watch) is likely to be )

Moderate — Several potential roost features are identified. Features have the potential to

likely to be necessary.

Presence Confirmed - Evidence indicates the presence of bats:

bats seen roosting;

significant numbers of bat droppings, particularly fresh droppings, are resent;
bats heard ‘chattering’ on a warm day or at dusk; PPIas, P '
three further surveys (dusk/dawn surveys) are likely to be necessary.
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3 Results
3.1 Habitats

3.1.1 Building

St. George's Catholic Church Is thought to date from the mid-20™ Century and is of a very simple
construction. It is a rectangular, single-storey building with external walls of pebble-dash render. The
roof is pitched and has a covering of wooden shingles.

The interior of the bullding comprises a large room with a smaller room to the rear (south). Both
rooms are plastered throughout and there are no loft spaces. Above each room Is a small apex void
which appears to be no more than 50cm in height. Wooden bargeboards are fixed to the gable ends
of the building and wide sloping wooden soffit boards have been fitted at the eaves along the eastem
and western elevations. A shallow concrete alcove is present within the northern elevation of the
building, above a porch which has a flat roof of concrete.

The building Is in a good state of repair, with no cracks or gaps observed within the exterior render.
The wooden bargeboards are tight fitting. The sloping soffit boards fitted to the eaves on either side

of the building are also tight fitting. A number of wooden shingles have become very warped, but
these do not appear to create any potential shelter for bats within the fabric of the roof.

The building Is considered to have negligible potential to offer shelter to bats within an undetected
roost space.

3.1.2 Bare Ground with Ruderal Vegetation

The land surrounding the church comprises an area of bare ground with sparse ruderal vegetation.
Species include willowherb Epilobium spp., spurge Euphorbia sp., herb Robert Geranium
robertianum, ivy Hedera helix, dandelion Taraxacum officinale, field speedwell Veronica persica, fat
hen Chenopodium album, stinging nettle Urtica dioica, sow thistle Sonchus sp., cut-leaved crane’s-
bill Geranium dissectum, dove's-foot crane's-bill Geranium molle and wood avens Geum urbanum.

A number of snowberry Symphoricarpos albus saplings are present within an area of rubble to the
south of the church. Young snowberry and young holly llex aquifolium shrubs were noted growing to
the south-western comer of the church.

The ruderal vegetation is typical of disturbed, urban habitats and waste ground and is of negligible
ecological value.

3.1.3 Running Water

A small stream is present to the southemn side of the site. It flows above ground for a short section
of its length (approximately 10m) before being culverted beneath adjacegt properties. The stream

and soll. The only aquatic vegetation found within the stream is fool's watercress ifloru
The banks are shallow and the watercourse has an appmxlmate% of 80cm. Aok od "

The stream is considered to be an important ecological feature within the context of the i

site. This is
due to the fact that the stream provides habitat for aquatic plants and aquatic invertebrates. The
stream is not suitable habitat for ofters Lutra lutra or water voles Arvicola amphibius.
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3.2 Species

3.2.1 Bats
No bats or evidence of bats were found within the church. The bullding Is considered to have

negligible potential for roosting bats.

3.2.2 Birds
No evidence of nesting birds was found in association with the church and the building is considered
to have negligible potential to provide suitable nest sites. There are no frees or shrubs within the site

that could offer nest sites to breeding birds.

3.2.3 Amphibians

The stream is unsuitable as a breeding habitat for great crested newts and unsuitable for breeding
by other amphibian species. This is due to the fact that amphibians do not use shallow, rapidly
flowing water as a breeding habitat. The bare ground and ruderal vegetation are considered to be
unsuitable habitats for amphibians during the terrestrial phase of their lifecycle.

3.2.4 Other Species

No evidence of other protected species was noted during the survey. The site is considered to be
unsuitable for other protected species including reptiles, water voles and otters.

4 Impact Assessment

4.1 Habitats

The proposed development will result in the loss of a building and areas of bare ground and ruderal
vegetation. The loss of these habitats will not result in any significant ecological impacts, this is due
to the negligible ecological value of the habitats and their unsuitability for protected species.

not considered to cause any wider ecological impacts consldari'ng the vast majority of the stream is
already culverted.

4.2 Specles

4.2.1.1 Bats
"here is no evidence to suggest that the building is being used as a place of shelter/protection by

~ roosting bats and the building is considered to have negligible potential to offer shelter to roosting

bats. As a result of this conclusion, demolition is unlikely to result in pacts
‘ any significant im
or the places that they use for breeding, shelter and/or protocﬁo% (?oosts} and no m

4.2.1.2 Other Species
There are no foreseeable Impacts on other protected species.
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8 Recommendations

6.1 Habitats

During works to culvert the stream it should be protected from run-off and poliution in accordance
with the Pollution Prevention Guidelines from the Environment Agency.

Any new pianting should comprise native specles, preferably of local origin.

5.2 Species
No timing constraints are considered necessary.

Demolition works should proceed in a careful and controlled manner. Contractors should be briefed
with regard to the fact that individual bats can often exploit very small crevices as roost sites (such
as gaps In beneath wooden shingles and beneath wooden soffits) and that bats can move between
roost sites on a regular basis.

In the very uniikely event that bats or significant evidence of bats (for example large accumulations
of fresh bat droppings) are encountered, works should stop immediately and advice sought from a
qualified ecologist or Natural England.

If it is confirmed that bats are, or have been, roosting within the building a European Protected
Species Licence Is likely to be required to allow for the demolition to proceed under the legal
protection afforded to bats under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. This
Is due to the fact that demolition will result in the ‘destruction’ of roost sites.
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7 Appendix 1. Photographs

_1{

Photograph 2. The interior space of the church.

g

hotogh 1. St George's Church viewed fromthe
east.

Photograph 3. A photograph showing some of the Photograph 4. A gap at the eaves of the western
lifted wooden shingles. elevation.
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Photograph 5. Bare Ground and st voum

Photograph 8. The shallow stream.
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8 Appendix 2. Site Location Plans
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Ordnance Survey map showing the approximate location of the site (red circle) within the local area.
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