
APPENDIX 5:
Landscape and Visual Assessment Methodology
Introduction and Background

CPM is an assessor grade member of the IEMA and our landscape and visual appraisals are carried out in accordance with best practice guidance.  CPM has experience in assessing the landscape and visual impacts for various schemes and our approach to assessment builds on this experience.

The impact assessment methodology used by CPM in the preparation of our landscape assessments has been developed from the following guidance:

i Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Second Edition, Landscape Institute (LI) and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) 2002; and
ii 
iii Landscape Character Assessment-Guidance for England and Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and The Countryside Agency, 2002.
iv 
v 
The LI and IEMA guidelines stipulate that the significance of any effect should be evaluated, both during the construction phase and following completion of the development. The significance is determined by assessing the sensitivity of the receptor and the magnitude of change that will occur.

The assessment process aims to be objective and quantify impacts as far as possible. However, it is recognised that subjective judgment is appropriate, if it is based upon “professional expertise, supported by clear evidence, reasoned argument and informed opinion”. Whilst changes to a view can be factually defined, the evaluation of landscape character and visual impact does require qualitative judgments to be made. The conclusion of this assessment therefore combines objective measurement with informed professional interpretation.   For this reason CPM ensures that two members of the professional landscape team undertake the preliminary landscape assessment to minimise the potential skew of results due to this subjective nature of the appraisal.  The impact assessment of the development on the environment results from the following stages: 

vi Impact Identification;

vii Impact Prediction;

viii Assessing Significance (where an impact assessment is generated the attached matrices are used as the basis for determining significance).

The significance of landscape and visual impact is a function of the sensitivity of the affected landscape and visual receptors and magnitude of change that they will experience.

Baseline Assessment Methodology

The assessment of landscape and visual impact results from undertaking the following tasks:

ix Evaluation of the landscape and visual resources (Baseline Conditions) in and around the application site; through both desk top studies and field studies;
On receipt of the base plans CPM commence a data trawl of the site area and local context to consider environmental and landscape designations, definitive and permissive rights of way, restrictive covenants such as TPO’s, land management schemes, policy documents and other supplementary guidance which may assist in understanding the local character and aspirations of the relevant organisations for the local landscape.

On receipt of the data trawl information a desktop study is undertaken to understand the components of the landscape under consideration, the aspirations for the future and the historic and current sensitivities.

Once this information is made available the fieldwork is undertaken to verify the findings of the initial desktop study. This involves gathering and recording information on the landscape character including topography, land-use, vegetation cover, hydrology, perceptual issues and general responses to the landscape.  This process can be further assisted by the collection of local tourist guides and postcards, in accordance with best practice.  Aerial photographs are also useful tools for the assessment process.  All site observations are recorded on field assessment sheets in accordance with best practice. All photographs are taken using 35mm film with a focal length of 50mm.

To establish visual and character impacts, all publicly accessible viewpoints must be considered in terms of sensitivity to change.  CPM initially generate the visual envelope for the site based on views from within the site looking out. This is subsequently checked by visiting external viewpoints and looking back towards the site. For large scale development a computer generated ZVI based on the constraints resulting from the topography and geology, is helpful for the first sieve visual mapping.  This then enables the fieldwork to be focussed to those areas likely to be affected by the development and from this point other visual barriers such as vegetation and built form can be mapped and taken into account in determining the actual ZVI.  Following the first site visit, CPM consults with the appropriate authorities, if appropriate, regarding the number and locations of potential viewpoints that will form the basis of any subsequent assessment for approval.

In some situations the collection of information on weather conditions in the locality, particularly in relation to visibility and the base level of cloud cover is necessary, especially in relation to elevated and coastal areas.

ii
Analysis of desktop and field survey data;

On completion of the desktop studies and field survey the data is reviewed, either through the overlaying of maps, if character areas are to be defined, or through consideration of the findings on a specific element-by-element basis to draw conclusions as to the importance of elements, their sensitivity and capacity to change.

GLOSSARY

AOD – Above Ordnance Datum – Ordnance Datum is the mean sea level as defined for Ordnance Survey.

Baseline Survey – a study of the present and future state of the environment in the absence of the proposal.

Diversity – Where a variety of qualities or characteristics occur.



Effects - The results of the proposed changes on specific receptors or resources.


Enhancement – Improvement through restoration, reconstruction or creation.

Environment Agency – Carries out duties under the former National Rivers Authority, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Pollution and Local Authorities (with regard to waste regulation).

ES – Environmental Statement – presentation of findings of the EA, including the non-technical summary.

IEMA – Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (formerly the Institute of Environmental Assessment (IEA)). Formed in 1990 to raise the standards of EA’s by introducing a system of registered consultancy firms. To register a firm must submit ES’s to the Institute who must evaluate and approve their quality.

Indirect Impacts – Changes to the environment that are not a direct result of the development but are often produced away from it or as a result of a complex pathway. Sometimes referred to as secondary impacts.

Impacts - Changes to the environment that are attributable to the development proposal.

Landcover – Combinations of land use and vegetation that cover the land surface.

Landform – Combinations of slope and elevation that produce the shape and form of the land.

Landscape – Human perception of the land conditioned by knowledge and identity with a place.

Landscape Capacity – The degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to accommodate change without unacceptable adverse effects on its character. Capacity is likely to very according to the type and nature of change being proposed.

Landscape Character – The distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in a particular type of landscape, and how people perceive this. It reflects particular combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement. It creates the particular sense of place of different areas of the landscape.

Landscape Characteristics – Elements or combinations of elements, which make a particular contribution to distinctive character


Landscape Character Areas – Unique individual geographical areas in which landscape types occur. They share generic characteristics with other areas of the same type but also have their own particular identity.

Landscape Character Type – A landscape type will have broadly similar patterns of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use, settlement and field pattern discernible in maps and field survey records.

Landscape Effects – Change in the elements, characteristics, character and qualities of the landscape as a result of development. These effects can be positive or negative.

Landscape Evaluation – The process of attaching value (non-monetary) to a particular landscape, usually by the application of previously agreed criteria, including consultation and third party documents, for a particular purpose (for example, designation or in the context of the assessment).

Landscape Elements – Individual components that make up the landscape, such as trees and hedgerows.

Landscape Feature – A prominent eye-catching element, for example, wooded hilltop or church spire.

Landscape Quality (or Condition) – Is based on judgements about the physical state of the landscape, and about its intactness, from visual, functional and ecological perspectives. It also reflects the state of repair of individual features and elements that make up the character in any one place.

Landscape Resource – The combination of elements that contribute to landscape context, character and value.

Landscape Sensitivity – The extent to which a landscape can accept change of a particular type and scale without unacceptable adverse effects on its character. 

Landscape Value – The relative value or importance attached to a landscape (often as a basis for designation or recognition), which expresses national or local consensus, because of its quality, special qualities including perceptual aspects such as scenic beauty, tranquillity or wildness, cultural associations or other conservation issues.

Listed Buildings – A building (and any other fixed object within its curtilage) of special architectural merit or historic interest, which is on a list prepared by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.  These buildings are protected under the Town and Country (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 190.  Listed building consent is required for any proposal to alter, extend or demolish the whole or part of the interior or exterior of any structure within the curtilage of that building.

Magnitude – A combination of the scale, extent and duration of an effect.

Methodology – The specific approach and techniques used for a given study.

Mitigation – Measures, including any process, activity or design to avoid, reduce, remedy or compensate for adverse landscape and visual effects of a development project.

Pattern – this is the expression of the relationship between topography, form, elevation, scale and the degree of enclosure.

Perception (of landscape) – The psychology of seeing and possibly attaching value and/or meaning (to landscape).

PPG's - Planning Policy Guidance Notes.  These are issued by the Secretary of State and set out current government policy on a range of issues.  They provide advice to developers and local authorities, which must be taken into account in development plans and in determining planning applications.

Preference – The liking by people for one particular landscape element, characteristic or feature over another.

Receptors - The people and landscape features that may be directly affected by impacts or may be indirectly affected through impacts on their surroundings.

Resources - Landscape assets that constitute the environment that receptors exist within.

Sense of Place (genius loci) – The essential character and spirit of an area: genius loci literally means ‘spirit of the place’.

Sensitivity - The significance of identified effects upon receptors is assessed with regard to the sensitivity of the identified receptor and the degree to which the receptor is exposed to the impact. 


Temporal Extent
· Permanent Impacts: Impacts continuing indefinitely beyond the span of one human generation (taken as approximately 25 years).  

· Temporary Impacts: Short-term impacts lasting no longer than 5 years.
Tranquility – The remoteness and sense of isolation, or lack of it , within the landscape. This can be affected and often determined by the presence or absence of built development and intrusion from traffic.

Visual Amenity – The value of a particular area or view in terms of what is seen.

Visual Effect – Change in the appearance of the landscape as a result of development. This can be positive (i.e. beneficial or an improvement) or negative (i.e. adverse or a detraction).

Visual Envelope – Extent of potential visibility to or from a specific area or feature.

Visualisation – Computer simulation, photomontage or other technique to illustrate the appearance of a development.

Worst-case Situation – Principle applied where the environmental effects may vary, for example, seasonally to ensure the most severe potential effect is assessed.

Zone of Visual Influence – Area within which a proposed development may have an influence or effect on visual amenity.







� A full list of data consulted is contained at Appendix CPM x.


� Guidance in the Countryside Commission document, Wind Energy Development and the Landscape indicates that an appropriate outer limit for the viewshed is 10-15km.


� Field records are contained at Appendix CPM x.
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