
Policy BSC 10: Open Space, Outdoor Sport and Recreation Provision

B.157 The Sustainable Community Strategy, “Our district, our future” 2010, seeks to ensure that 

social infrastructure grows at the same rate as our communities and that existing deficiencies in 

provision are addressed, and these aims are reflected in the objectives of this plan. The 

responsibility for provision of open space and recreation facilities in the District is shared between 

the County, District, Town and Parish Councils, private sports clubs and associations, and meeting 

the plan's objectives will therefore require effective partnership working.

B.158 The District's PPG17 Open Space Sport and Recreational Facilities Needs Assessment, Audit 

and Strategy 2006 and the subsequent Green Spaces and Playing Pitch Strategies 2008 (see 

Appendix 3 Evidence Base) highlighted the need to protect all sites identified in the audit to ensure 

an adequate supply of open space provision.

B.159 Development proposals that would result in the loss of sites will be assessed in accordance 

with guidance in the NPPF and NPPG, and will not be permitted unless the proposal would not result 

in the loss of an open space of importance to the character or amenity of the surrounding area, an 

assessment has been undertaken which demonstrates that the site is surplus to requirements 

including consideration of all functions that open space can perform, or the Council is satisfied that a 

suitable alternative site of at least equivalent community benefit in terms of quantity and quality is 

to be provided within an agreed time period. Sport England will be consulted on proposals affecting 

playing fields. Consideration will be given to the need to designate Local Green Spaces (green areas 

of particular importance to the local community) in accordance with advice in the NPPF and NPPG, 

through the preparation of the Local Plan Part 2.

B.160 Alternative uses are only likely to be permitted in exceptional circumstances bearing in mind 

that all of the analysis areas as defined in the PPG17 assessment have deficiencies in at least two 

types of open space provision. A partial update of the assessment in 2011 indicated deficiencies of 

one or more types of provision. In addition, apparent "surpluses" in provision often compensate for 

shortfalls in other types of provision locally, and some larger areas of green space serve wider than 

local needs with usage catchments beyond the ward boundaries in which they are located.

B.161 The PPG17 Assessment and subsequent Green Spaces and Playing Pitch Strategies established 

the current and future deficiencies in open space and recreation provision together with 

recommendations as to how deficiencies should be met. These comprise a combination of improving 

or enhancing existing provision, using existing open space of one type of provision to meet 

deficiencies in another type of provision, or through new provision. These assessments and 

strategies were undertaken before the distribution of development over an extended plan period 



had been established and further work will be undertaken in conjunction with the Bicester and 

Banbury Masterplans, the Kidlington Framework Masterplan and the Local Plan Part 2 to update 

future needs and define new provision for open space. More detail on open space is set out under 

Section C ‘Policies for Cherwell's Places’ and in Section D ‘The Infrastructure Delivery Plan’. The 

quality standards as set out in the strategies, together with information contained in the PPG17 

study on the quality and value of open space sites, will be used as a guide in considering 

enhancements to existing provision. The identification of sites for new provision, other than those 

identified on the Policies Map (see Appendix 5: Maps) and related to the strategic sites identified in 

the Local Plan, will be included in the Local Plan Part 2.

B.162 Proposals for new development will be expected to contribute to open space, sport and 

recreation provision in accordance with Policies BSC 10, BSC 11 and BSC12 below.

Policy BSC 10: Open Space, Outdoor Sport and Recreation Provision

The Council will encourage partnership working to ensure that sufficient quantity and quality of, 

and convenient access to open space, sport and recreation provision is secured through the 

following measures:

• Protecting existing sites

• Addressing existing deficiencies in provision through qualitative enhancement of existing 

provision, improving access to existing facilities or securing new provision, and

• Ensuring that proposals for new development contribute to open space, sport and 

recreation provision commensurate to the need generated by the proposals.

In determining the nature of new or improved provision the Council will be guided by the evidence 

base and consult with town and parish councils, together with potential users of the green space 

wherever possible, to ensure that provision meets local needs.

Should the promoters of development consider that individual proposals would be unviable with 

the above requirements, ‘open-book’ financial analysis of proposed developments will be 

expected so that an in house economic viability assessment can be undertaken. Where it is agreed 

that an external economic viability assessment is required, the cost shall be met by the promoter.


