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Sent: 21 November 2017 10:22
To: Planning
Cc: Matthew Coyne
Subject: 17/02131/F - St Georges Catholic Church Round Close Road Adderbury

Hi Matthew,

Regarding the above application, I would recommend that our previous comments remain largely the same as previous application 17/00485/F.  The bat survey submitted was undertaken in October 2015 so it is now borderline out of date. However given that the roosting potential of the building was considered to be very low and the building was generally well sealed, it is considered that bats are unlikely to be impacted by the proposals.  It would be advisable however for all contractors to be briefed regarding the protection given to bats and what to do if they discover one during works. Ideally the wooden roof shingles and soffits should be first removed by hand. An updated bat survey would be advisable in future if works are put back. 

As there is a record of nesting swift recorded in 2010, swifts may be using the building to nest and as such demolition work should be timed to avoid the nesting bird season (approx March to August inclusive). If this is not possible, a check for nesting birds should be undertaken by a qualified ecologist prior to works commencing.  In addition to the previously recommended standard condition K17 and note PN25, I would also recommend a standard condition for demolition works to be timed to avoid the nesting bird season be attached should any approval granted, please find this below:

K12 Nesting Birds: No Works Between March and August Unless Agreed

No removal of hedgerows, trees or shrubs nor works to, or demolition of buildings or structures that may be used by breeding birds, shall take place between the 1st March and 31st August inclusive, unless the Local Planning Authority has confirmed in writing that such works can proceed, based on health and safety reasons in the case of a dangerous tree, or the submission of a recent survey (no older than one month) that has been undertaken by a competent ecologist to assess the nesting bird activity on site, together with details of measures to protect the nesting bird interest on the site.

Reason KR1


K17 Biodiversity Enhancement

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing biodiversity and ensuring no net loss of opportunities for biodiversity shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details.

Reason KR3

 

PN25 Bats

Bats are a highly mobile species which move between a number of roosts throughout the year. All works must proceed with caution, all contractors should be briefed on the possibility of encountering bats and should any bats be found during the course of works all activity in that area must cease until a bat consultant has been contacted for advice on how to proceed. Removal of wooden roof shingles and soffits by hand would further reduce the chance of inadvertent injury to bats and is recommended. Under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Habitat and Species Regulations 2010 it is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb, harm or kill bats or destroy their resting places.

If you need any further information, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Louise

Louise Sherwell MSc ACIEEM
Assistant Ecologist
Ecological Services
Community Services
PO Box 43, Shire Hall
Warwick
CV34 4SX

