Re: application 15/00837/OUT
Dear Matthew Parry,

I understand the above application for housing on the western side of Bicester 13 may come to the April 13th planning committee. Further to previous objections submitted to the Council, the Save Gavray Meadows campaign wish the following matters to be considered.

Of relevance to application 15/00837/OUT is A State of Nature report for Oxfordshire that has just been published by the Wild Oxfordshire organisation (http://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/stateofnature) showing a drastic decline in many species of plants and animals in our county, with unimproved grassland areas being particularly depleted. CDC planners will be aware that the portion of the Upper Ray Conservation Target Area (CTA) within Bicester 13 has this type of threatened habitat and that there is a legal duty to protect species and habitats that are particularly endangered.
The Save Gavray Meadows campaign accept that Policy Bicester 13 states that the allocated site should take up to 300 houses, but ESD policies 10 and 11 in adopted LP 1 clearly state that Cherwell Ditrict Council should protect both the Local Wildlife Site and the larger CTA within Bicester 13.
The above application for housing on the west of Bicester 13 does not take into account the impacts the development will have on the wildlife interest on the east side of the site. Our campaign supports the address given to the Council on 19/12/16 by John Broad that application 15/00837/OUT should be refused and a holistic masterplan for the whole of the allocated Bicester 13 should be drawn up that provides for the preservation, restoration and management of as much of the CTA and the LWS as possible whilst also meeting the need for "up to" 300 houses, mostly in the western area.
A 2011 report providing evidence for Local Plan 1 showed that even back then Bicester was short of natural green space and there will be less now that the town has experienced much infilling. The stated provision is for one hectare of Local Nature Reserve (LNR) land for every 1000 head of population and currently Bicester has only one LNR at Bure Park of 8.4 hectares for a population of some 30,000. The campaign's vision is for a new LNR in the eastern part of Bicester 13 as shown in the enclosed 'interpretation board' (see attachment). This would protect the wildlife and increase the LNR provision for Bicester people living in this Garden and Healthy Town.
A precedent has been set in the NW Bicester development for increased housing density in order to make room for 40% open space when the whole of Bicester 1 is completed. This principle could be applied to Bicester 13 by increasing the density of homes on the west of the site and build fewer houses on the east. This would provide better protection for the much endangered ecology on the east. It should be pointed out that Policy Bicester 13 refers to up to 300 houses leaving the planners the option to restrict numbers that allow for sufficient space for the survival of the nature reserve.  It will be endangered anyway by any encroaching housing, even west of the brook, as is reported in the developer's environmental statement.
Increasing the density of housing by building for instance more terraces of houses and small apartment blocks is appropriate for the western side of Bicester 13, as that is nearer the railway station and town centre. Leaving the majority of the eastern side free from development is in accordance with CDC policies ESD 10 & 11. Such higher density developments have been built off the London Rd and at Kings End on the old hospital site. Further terraces are proposed for the old St Edburg's school site for the same reason. Homes in Bicester 13 west will be very desirable and will provide the developers with a good return on their investment.
Yours Sincerely,
Pamela Roberts, 9 Church Street, Bicester, OX26 6AY

Dr P.J. Roberts on behalf of the Save Gavray Meadows campaign
