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Dear Sir/Madam

Natural England has no comments to make regarding this application.  

SSSI Impact Risk Zones
The Town and Country Planning  (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015, which came into force on 15 April 2015, has removed the requirement to consult Natural England on notified consultation zones within 2 km of a Site of Special Scientific Interest (Schedule 5, v (ii) of the 2010 DMPO). The requirement to consult Natural England on “Development in or likely to affect a Site of Special Scientific Interest” remains in place (Schedule 4, w). Natural England’s SSSI Impact Risk Zones are a GIS dataset designed to be used during the planning application validation process to help local planning authorities decide when to consult Natural England on developments likely to affect a SSSI. The dataset and user guidance can be accessed from the gov.uk website.
Please see the information below for further advice on when Natural England should be consulted and links to guidance on the gov.uk website.  
Unless there are additional local consultation arrangements in place, Natural England should be consulted for all developments where:
1. The proposal affects a protected species not covered by the Standing Advice  
1. The proposal requires an environmental impact assessment
1. The proposal is likely to damage features of a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
1. The proposal is likely to have a significant effect upon Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA) or Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention (Ramsar Sites)
1. The proposal could lead to the loss of more than 20 ha of the best and most versatile agricultural land
1. Any minerals and waste development where the land will be restored for agriculture

Protected Species
If the proposed works could, at any stage, have an impact on protected species, then you should refer to our Standing Advice which contains details of survey and mitigation requirements


Yours faithfully


Tom Reynolds
Planning Advisor
Sustainable Development Consultations Team 
Natural England
Block B
Government Buildings
Whittington Road
Worcester
WR5 2LQ

Tel 0300 060 2290

www.gov.uk/natural-england.

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, I will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard 

