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As you will be aware the developer's ecological consultants and I have been in discussions about how this development sits with the Policy associated with the wider site. The particularly areas of policy were biodiversity net gain, impacts on the Local Wildlife Site and Conservation Target Area (CTA)..

It has been demonstrated that it is possible to provide net gains to biodiversity through the retention and management of the majority of the Local Wildlife Site and therefore overall enhancement of the CTA. Therefore, it would suggest that, on ecological grounds, one can look at bringing the western part forward first. To this affect it is recommended that the following conditions are placed on any approval granted.

K21 Construction Environmental Management Plans (CEMP) for Biodiversity
Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), which shall include details of the measures to be taken to ensure that construction works do not adversely affect biodiversity, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved CEMP.

Reason KR2 -To protect habitats and species of importance to biodiversity conservation from any loss or damage in accordance with Policy C2 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan and Government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework

K20 Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP)
Prior to the commencement of development hereby approved, a Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.Thereafter, the LEMP shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

Reason KR2 - To protect habitats and species of importance to biodiversity conservation from any loss or damage in accordance with Policy C2 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan and Government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework

Reason LR4 - To ensure the delivery of green infrastructure and biodiversity gain in accordance with Government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

As a precaution to ensure that a net gain for biodiversity net gain is achieved as this application is an outline application and therefore the understanding that aspects of the design may change it is also recommended that the following condition is also placed on the proposal.

Biodiversity Offsetting
Within 3 months of the approval of the Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) a Biodiversity Impact Assessment using the locally derived Defra metrics shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for approval. If the approved Biodiversity Impact Assessment reports a biodiversity loss then a scheme ("the scheme") to ensure that there is no net biodiversity loss as a result of the development has been submitted to and agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme shall include proposals for off-site offsetting to include;
1. A methodology for the identification of any receptor site(s) for offsetting measures;
1. The identification of any such receptor site(s);
1. The provision of arrangements to secure the delivery of any offsetting measures (including a timetable for their delivery); and
1. A management and monitoring plan (to include for the provision and maintenance of any offsetting measures for a minimum of 30 years).
The written approval of the Local Planning Authority shall not be issued before the arrangements necessary to secure the delivery of any offsetting measures have been executed. The scheme shall be implemented in full accordance with the requirements of the scheme or any variation so approved.

Reason LR4 - To ensure the delivery of green infrastructure and biodiversity gain in accordance with Government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

If this advice conflicts with other professional advice, please let me know. 

Thanks
David Lowe B.Sc Hons MCIEEM BES
Team Leader,  Ecology, Historic Environment & Landscape
Community Services
PO Box 43
Warwick
CV34 4SX
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