
 



3. Supporting a prosperous rural economy 

28. Planning policies should support economic growth in rural areas in order to 
create jobs and prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new 
development. To promote a strong rural economy, local and neighbourhood plans 
should: 
 

 Support the sustainable growth and expansion of all types of business and 
enterprise in rural areas, both through conversion of existing buildings and 
well designed new buildings; 

 

 Promote the development and diversification of agricultural and other land-
based rural businesses; 

 

 Support sustainable rural tourism and leisure developments that benefit 
businesses in rural areas, communities and visitors, and which respect the 
character of the countryside. This should include supporting the provision and 
expansion of tourist and visitor facilities in appropriate locations where 
identified needs are not met by existing facilities in rural service centres; and 

 

 Promote the retention and development of local services and community 
facilities in villages, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, 
cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship. 
 

8. Promoting healthy communities 
 
70. To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 
community needs, planning policies and decisions should: 
 

 Plan positively for the provision and use of shared space, community facilities 
(such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public 
houses and places of worship) and other local services to enhance the 
sustainability of communities and residential environments; 

 

 Guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, 
particularly where this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-
day needs; 

 

 Ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and 
modernise in a way that is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the 
community; and 

 

 Ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, 
economic uses and community facilities and services. 
  



11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

123. Planning policies and decisions should aim to: 

 Avoid noise from giving rise to significant adverse impacts27 on health and 
quality of life as a result of new development; 

 

 Mitigate and reduce to a minimum other adverse impacts27 on health and 
quality of life arising from noise from new development, including through the 
use of conditions; 

 

 Recognise that development will often create some noise and existing 
businesses wanting to develop in continuance of their business should not 
have unreasonable restrictions put on them because of changes in nearby 
land uses since they were established;28 and 

 

 Identify and protect areas of tranquillity which have remained relatively 
undisturbed by noise and are prized for their recreational and amenity value 
for this reason. 

 


