13/00321/OUT:  

land incl. OS7400, 5257, 4976, 2661 and 5257 south of Salt Way adj. to Bloxham Rd., Banbury:  

Addendum to the Environmental Statement.

STRONG OBJECTIONS:  As this application is on a disc, we do not have the facilities to view this as a Committee.  We have had a brief look at the hard copy left out for us at Bodicote House, but have not had time to have a thorough look at the addendum.  However, we have the following objections and comments:-

1. This development is contrary to the policy that the District Council has observed for many years in its resistance to development south of Salt Way.  This has always been regarded as the historic limit to the southern spread of Banbury Town.  The Salt Way is in itself a historic landmark, yet the applicants refer to it as “an interface with Banbury”, lending credence to the possible breaching of the Salt Way and its subsequent loss. If the barrier of Salt Way is breached to the south, there will be nothing to stop development along the whole of the area between Salt Way and Wykham Lane.

2. The District Council has confirmed its attitude towards non-development south of Salt Way, by including in its Local Plan – which has now been approved by full Council and sent to the Secretary of State - a green buffer zone along its southern boundary, to indicate that there will be no development south of Salt Way.

3. There is already planning permission for over 1000 dwellings on the Bodicote-Bankside site, to the east of Bodicote.  This proposal would bring in development to the west.  Land between this proposed development and Bodicote village is owned by the Church, who have already indicated their wish to develop their land.  If this development were permitted, this would bring vast swathes of housing right up to the borders of Bodicote village on both the east and west sides, causing complete coalescence with Banbury.

4. Wykham Lane is a narrow, windy, rural country lane and, as such, is totally unsuitable to carry the large number of additional vehicles which would result from the development of this site.  This road is already used to bring employees to and from the A361 and the District Council offices, near the junction of Wykham Lane with White Post Road in Bodicote.  This development would no doubt bring more employees, as well as being a shortcut for people from the proposed development who wished to access the Oxford Road. We cannot emphasise enough how dangerous it is for large numbers of vehicles to travel along Wykham Lane, parts of which are single lane, although there is no speed limit along it.

5. We do not know what is being proposed in the Banbury Masterplan with regard to traffic, but the Bloxham Road already has a lot of problems.  There has recently been yet another fatal accident at the junction of Wykham Lane with the Bloxham Road.  The motorway has also been closed twice in 3 days recently, bringing traffic along Wykham Lane to the Bloxham Road.  There must be a sustainable traffic plan in place for these roads.  

6. We are concerned that, if this development is approved, at some stage provision will be made to provide another access point directly onto Wykham Lane.  A development of this size will surely need more than one access to it.

7. We are also concerned about the proposed access on to the A361, opposite Crouch Cottages, as we fear this could cause problems on the A361.  The developers’ own Road Safety Audit indicates that there are already problems on the A361.

8. The Landscape Sensitivity & Capacity Report concluded that the site had “low to moderate capacity to accept residential development” – not exactly resounding approval!

9. Existing footpaths may be under threat:  one existing footpath on the proposed development site is not shown at all, another footpath goes straight through the proposed sports field.  We believe strongly in the protection of all existing footpaths.

