From: Sarah Postlethwaite 
Sent: 26 November 2013 16:12
To: Laura Bailey
Subject: 13/00321/OUT land south of Salt Way 
Laura,

Re: Reg 22 & additional information

Great crested newts (GCN) were found to be present in two ponds  within 500m of the application site, although both of these are separated from the site by roads which are likely to be barriers to their movement onto the site. Another much closer pond was refused permission so be surveyed so the newt status there is unknown. However, this pond and its immediate environs will not be impacted upon by the proposals. The likelihood of an offence occurring in relation to GCN is such that Natural England advise that Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs) are used to reduce the risk to them. As long as these methods are employed there should be no need to obtain a licence. 

The overall impact of the proposals was considered to be negligible on habitat for white-letter hairstreak butterflies as most of the hedgerows will be retained. The impact  Regarding the impact on the Salt Way proposed local wildlife site (LWS) the proposals have the potential to have a positive impact on it as a wildlife corridor if additional planting is carried out along its length. To maximise its wildlife value the Salt Way must remain unlit at night. I have no concerns about additional pedestrian/cycleway connections along the Salt Way as the existing vegetation is very gappy. 
I am satisfied that we now have all the ecological information needed to determine this application. I therefore advise that the following conditions are attached to any permission:

Bats 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a mitigation strategy for bats, which shall include timing of works, and the location, design and timing of any alternative roosts to be provided, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the mitigation works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 

Badgers 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a badger survey report, which shall include the findings of a recent survey (no older than three months) and whether a  development licence or any mitigation measures are required, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

Great crested newts

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a Method Statement detailing Reasonable Avoidance Measures for great crested newts, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

Ecological enhancement strategy 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby permitted, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing the site and adjacent Salt Way for wildlife shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details. 

An Ecology & landscape management plan, detailing long-term the long-term management of all new & retained ecological features and public open space, to be submitted for approval. The plan shall include:

(i) Description and evaluation of the features to be managed;

(ii) Ecological trends and constraints on site that may influence management;

(iii) Aims and objectives of management;

(iv) Appropriate management options for achieving aims and objectives;

(v) Prescriptions for management actions for a 20 year period;

(vi) Preparation of a work schedule (including a 5 yr project register, an annual work 

plan and the means by which the plan will be rolled forward annually);

(vii) Personnel responsible for implementation of the plan;

(viii) Monitoring and remedial / contingencies measures triggered by monitoring.
Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP)
Prior to the commencement of the development hereby permitted, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a Construction Environmental Management Plan, which shall include details of the measures to be taken to ensure that construction works do not adversely affect biodiversity and retained ecological features, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved CEMP. 
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