----Original Message-----

From: Kim Tennant 

Sent: 27 July 2013 11:32

To: Planning

Subject: Ref; 13/01056/OUT

Importance: High

F.A.O.   Rebecca Horley

Ref;     13/01056/OUT

Loc      South Lodge, Fringford Road. Caversfield

Re; Planning Application – South Lodge, Fringford Road, Caversfield

Ref; Rebecca Horley  -   13/01056/OUT  -   Cala Homes

My husband and I are living temporarily in France due to his job. We are however returning early next year to our home which is rented out at the moment. We have been informed by our neighbours that ‘flyers’ were put into letterboxes informing residents that an application process would be put into motion to build 200 new homes at the bottom of our gardens. We have now been forwarded a letter from our tenants, from Cherwell District Council.

Our house is Prospect House, Fringford Road, Caversfield, Oxfordshire. OX27 8TH . We are situated in the bottom corner of the plan. We are in a group of 4 houses. We have owned our house for 20 years.

We expressly bought this house because of the view across fields to the rear and the fact that any development of the land was prohibited. 

We are in a very rural location, we have no street lights, only half of the properties are linked to mains drainage, we have overhead power lines. We have a rural bus service that stops in the early evening and does not run on Sunday. The roads are rural roads; in particular the side road leading down to the Banbury road.

The Fringford Road outside our property is often used as a run through. The speed limit is often ignored and exiting our drive can be a bit risky as there is a bend in the road just before the 4 properties. The entrance to the new development will be about 50 yards from our drive and directly opposite the very busy Skimmingdish Land.  In fact where the unnamed road joins the Fringford Road, the junction is hidden from the bend. We once had a mirror fitted for about a week, but that disappeared leaving you the option of just pulling out or winding the window down to listen for traffic. In 20 years we have witnessed a number of accidents on this spot, one very serious. This will be one of the main roads feeding the new development.

There will be huge disruption during the development, to this small community. The dirt, the noise, the heavy works traffic, the turning off of our services whilst the development expands. Our loss of a view and the devaluation of our properties. Then the same problems when the development is complete. 200 households in this small pocket of land will generate noise and disruption.  I cannot guess how many more cars will be using the small country roads.

However one of my main concerns is that the entire area is prone to flooding – hence the reason we have deep ditches all around this small group of houses. Even the Banbury road floods at its junction with the unnamed road. If most of the area is tarmaced this will only make this worse. I see Cala intend to put in a ‘balancing pond’. I think this will not be enough and I see it is to be situated near to our properties. In fact who will be responsible for the maintenance of this pond when it  becomes clogged with plastic bags and other rubbish and becomes the meeting place for the local teenagers, as there will be nowhere else for them to hang out. I understand a flood risk report has been carried out and no risk has been found. Every winter a large part of the field can be seen to be covered in water. We have at times had to use sandbags around our property as surface water completely covered our garden. Did anyone think to ask the people who live near the site about any incidents?

We are strongly against this development. It just does not have the infrastructure to work. Surely there are better sites with easier accessible utilities and serviced by a better road structure and public service. The nearest shopping facilities are a 15 minute walk to the Southwold Estate. The lack of decent footpaths and no lighting in the evening makes this walk virtually impossible, therefore the whole estate will be dependent on private transport; perhaps not the ‘green towns and villages’ that Oxfordshire was seeking.

There is no centre to the village of Caversfield.  It is made up of a number of small pockets of communities spread along rural roads. 

This will just be adding another pocket, albeit a very large pocket to an already disjointed village. £1.6 million contributed to local education, healthcare, and community facilities means nothing to the village. It is not enough to do anything. We have no school – all schools are in Bicester. We have no health centre – all health centres are in Bicester. We have no community facilities – all amenities for adults and in particular children are in Bicester.  The obvious thing would be to develop nearer to the town of Bicester where all amenities would be accessible without a car journey.

This development just will not work. It is in the wrong place to provide the necessary facilities for family life and the site is just not suitable for such a development.

In the 20 years we have lived in Caversfield we have had a number of conversations with Cherwell District council mainly about the problem with the rural roads. We have lost numerous pets, killed on the road, we were refused a speed limit for years as there was no lighting on the road – lighting was too expensive for our small pocket of houses. We only obtained a speed limit when it became policy for all the villages in Oxfordshire to be regulated! We have had our overhead electricity cable snapped by high sided lorries cutting through, we have seen a number of accidents at the junction of the unnamed road and Fringford Road. We have had very little support from Cherwell District Council on all these matters. Now we are being asked to accept a development of 200 houses at the bottom of our gardens. I think now is the time for Cherwell Distric Council to finally support the underdog and turn down this application.

Our contact details are as follows

Alan & Kim Tennant                                                                                                                                                                                         

