From: ADAM BROOME
Sent: 04 August 2013 17:59
To: Planning
Cc: Councillor Rose Stratford; Councillor Alastair Milne Home; Councillor Ken Atack; Councillor Andrew Beere; Councillor Fred Blackwell; Councillor Colin Clarke; Councillor Tim Emptage; Councillor Michael Gibbard; Councillor Chris Heath; Councillor David Hughes; Councillor Russell Hurle; Councillor Mike Kerford Byrnes; Councillor James Macnamara; Councillor George Reynolds; Councillor Debbie Pickford; Councillor Gordon Ross; Councillor Trevor Stevens; Councillor Lawrie Stratford; Councillor Jon O'Neill; Caversfield PC
Subject: Cala Homes Planning Application July 2013 - Caversfield - reference 13/01056/OUT
Head of Public Protection & Development Management - Development, 
Cherwell District Council,
Bodicote House, 
Bodicote, 
Banbury, 
OX15 4AA 4th August 2013


Dear Sirs,

Caversfield Bicester - Cala Homes Planning Application July 2013 - reference 13/01056/OUT
I have considered the information presented by Cala Homes regarding their proposal to seek planning permission to construct 200 dwellings on the undeveloped land located to the West of Fringford Road, behind South Lodge, Caversfield. I also attended the Parish Council meeting held on 31st July 2013, and witnessed the various views put forward by other local residents. I myself have lived in Caversfield with my family for over 25 years.

I understand that Cherwell District Council will be reviewing the Application within the next month or so, and that any comments should be submitted to them by 9th August 2013.

 

I would like to register my opposition to this scheme in the strongest possible terms. 

My reasoning is as follows:

1. This site is not part of the existing Bicester Development Strategy, and should therefore be rejected. We understand that CDC has already achieved its' 5 year housing targets, so this scheme is superfluous. I would also question whether Bicester really needs yet another housing estate, considering the massive expansion currently underway to the south of the town.

2. The detrimental effect on the local road infrastructure, which is already under severe pressure from the Garden Quarter development. The increased number of vehicles that this proposed scheme would generate would be extremely harrnful for the environment, resulting in additional noise and potential safety problems, particularly in relation to the already overburdened road junctions serving the Banbury Road and the Bicester by pass. The increased amount of traffic currently using Skimmingdish Lane has already resulted in the severe deterioration of the road surface, and recent road repairs are still on going. This proposed scheme would make matters considerably worse, with this road being used as a short cut to the Buckingham Road.       

3. The effect on local wildlife. It is understood that there is important flora & flora located within the Caversfield House woods and grounds which border the Western boundary of the site. CDC are currently carrying out environmental surveys. I feel that the development will have a significant effect on water courses and the habitat of the indigenous animals and plants.        

4. The pressure that would be put on the already overloaded Water, Gas & Electricity supplies by this development would be considerable. Significant and expensive reinforcement to meet the demands of a new estate of this size would be likely. This upgrading would itself cause massive disruption to this part of the village of Caversfield.

5. The already stretched existing sewerage systems would be likely to be found to be inadequate, and would almost certainly need replacing or upgrading.

6. The gradient of the site falls towards Caversfield House. The proposed development has the potential to flood, and significant remediation may be required.

7. Historical heritage has seemingly not been a consideration of the developers. The prospect and character of Caversfield House and the 1000 + year old church of St Laurence would be ruined by the close proximity of this proposed development if implemented.

8. The introduction of a development of this size would be totally inappropriate for the village of Caversfield, which has hitherto been characterised by open public areas and well designed estates going back to their creation by the RAF, USAF & MOD. A commercial development of this nature would be built with the emphasis on profit, minimal garden and open public spaces, and relatively high density housing - the outline plans submitted confirm this.

9. Local schools would be put under pressure by the additional intake generated by this proposed development.

10. Fringford Road  has to date formed a de facto development boundary, with all housing being confined to the east of the road (except for 3 older detached properties). This proposal by Cala Homes breaches this boundary, and will then tend to set a precedent for contiguous development along the Western edge of Fringford Road, and beyond. This would be a catastrophic blow to the village character of Caversfield - it would effectively mean that it would be a village no longer, as well as the potential for losing much valuable agricultural land in the process. This threat must be nipped in the bud now by rejecting the Application.     

     

If this scheme is approved and built, I fear that this will cause irreparable long term damage to the existing character of the village of Caversfield, leaving the door wide open for more similar development. I hope Councillors do not mind me copying this E mail to each of them. I feel that the seriousness of the matter warrants your most considered attention.  

For the reasons listed above, I would therefore urge the Planning Committee to reject this wholly inappropriate and ill considered proposal.

Yours faithfully.

   

 

Adam Broome
27 Manzel Road
Caversfield 
BICESTER
OXON 
OX27 8US
