 

 

From: Charlotte Watkins 
Sent: 07 August 2013 09:23
To: Rebecca Horley
Subject: 13/01056/OUT (South Lodge, Fringford Road, Caversfield)
Rebecca

With regard to ecology – I have read through the submitted ecological report and associated relevant documents. The surveys carried out to date are sufficient in scope and depth although should sufficient time elapse update surveys may be needed for some species. The site is not of high ecological value however it does have a number of ecological constraints on site which need to be mitigated for and a number of features which should be retained. There is no definition of what their suggested ‘ecological corridor’ on the plans entails and whether this will also be publicly accessible and how it will be managed. This information should be included in an LEMP at some point.

The hedgerows qualify as BAP habitat therefore should be retained, strengthened or replaced which I see is included within the D & A statement. In addition however a buffer to each hedgerow of 5m should be maintained in order to retain their ecological value to nesting birds, small mammals, reptiles and great crested newts and managed accordingly.  Buffers are not obvious from the proposed masterplan which suggests building or amenity grass right up to hedges.

Mature trees on site should be retained for their ecological value and appropriate buffers placed around them in order to retain their value for wildlife.

There are a number of important and Section 41 species birds breeding either on site or in close proximity therefore enhancements for birds should be included within the plans in particular there are house sparrow records and facilities for nesting sparrows should be included within the residential areas also. Given local records provision for swifts within the built environment would also be beneficial in this location.

There are some records of bats foraging along the boundaries  therefore as mature trees and hedgerows are stated as being retained a sensitive lighting scheme needs to be submitted which takes account of bats usage of the site as well as the inclusion of bat boxes on mature trees and within the fabric of the dwellings which would be appropriate enhancements.

An EPS licence will be needed to deal with the great crested newts which are breeding close by and may use the site as terrestrial habitat. A full mitigation plan should be submitted but preliminary proposals suggest that a licence is likely to be obtained from the point of view of maintaining favourable conservation status if the proposed ponds n site are managed appropriately.

A full reptile mitigation plan needs to be submitted as a small grass snake population was found on site.

The planting recommendations within section 4.9 of the report are broadly appropriate and should be referred to for landscaping plans. 

Under the recommendations of the NPPF the plans should include enhancements for biodiversity above and beyond mitigation to achieve a net gain where possible. Therefore I would like to see the inclusion of a plan of enhancements to encompass those recommended within the submitted ecological report and above but which might also include areas of wildflower planting, sympathetic management of open space, green walls or roofs.. etc.

It has been suggested by a member of the public (who is I believe the owner) that the adjacent field to the South has the potential to be of Local Wildlife Site quality. We currently have no records or confirmation of this and it is not a proposed site as yet. I would not foresee a major impact from this development on that field because of the separation of the road and general proposals but possible impacts should be taken into consideration by the applicants. 

I have no objections on ecological grounds therefore but would recommend the inclusion of the following conditions (K19 may include the provision for K16):

K4       Great Crested Newt Licence Required to Implement Permission

Where an offence under Regulation 41 of the Habitat and Species Regulations 2010 is likely to occur in respect of the development hereby approved, no works of site clearance, demolition or construction shall take place which are likely to impact on great crested newts until a licence to affect such species has been granted in accordance with the aforementioned Regulations and a copy thereof to include the full mitigation plan has been submitted to the Local Planning Authority.

Reason KR1 
K5       Bats: Lighting Scheme

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a sensitive lighting scheme which avoids lighting boundary vegetation and accords with ‘Landscape and Urban Design for Bats and Biodiversity’ (Bat Conservation Trust 2012) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

            Reason KR1
K8       Protected Species Check

            Should development, including site clearance not commence by July 2015, prior to, and within two months of, the commencement of the development, the site shall be thoroughly checked by a suitably qualified ecologist to ensure that no protected species, which could be harmed by the development, have moved on to the site since the previous surveys were carried out. Should any protected species be found during this check, full details of mitigation measures to prevent their harm shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter the development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved mitigation scheme.

            Reason KR1
K10     Reptile Translocation and Mitigation Strategy

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance or the translocation of any reptile, a strategy for the translocation of reptiles, which shall include the identification of receptor sites, the management scheme, landscaping and the arrangements for implementation shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter the strategy shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

            Reason KR1
K12     Nesting Birds: No Works Between March and August Unless Agreed

No removal of hedgerows, trees or shrubs nor works to, or demolition of buildings or structures that may be used by breeding birds, shall take place between the 1st March and 31st August inclusive, unless the Local Planning Authority has confirmed in writing that such works can proceed, based on the submission of a recent survey (no older than one month) that has been undertaken by a competent ecologist to assess the nesting bird activity on site, together with details of measures to protect the nesting bird interest on the site. 

            Reason KR1
Barn Owls

Immediately prior to the demolition or clearance of the barn referred to as ‘B6’ within the ecological assessment submitted with the application, prepared by FPCR Environment and Design Ltd, dated July 2013 an inspection of the building to confirm the absence of barn owls shall be carried out by a suitably qualified person. Demolition shall not take place during the main breeding season of March – September inclusive. 

Reason KR1
K16     Biodiversity Enhancement 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a method statement for enhancing biodiversity and to include locations of bird and bat boxes, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details. 

Reason KR3
K19     Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP)

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, a Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the LEMP shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 

            Reason KR2
K23     Use of Native Species
All species used in the planting proposals associated with the development shall be native species of UK provenance. Landscaping should refer to the recommendations in Section 4.9 within the ecological assessment submitted with the application, prepared by FPCR Environment and Design Ltd, dated July 2013
Reason KR3
Please get back to me if any of this requires clarification or to discuss further points
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Charlotte
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Ecology Officer

Cherwell District Council

Tel no: 01295 227912 Ext:7912

Mobile: 07867 983287

email: charlotte.watkins@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
www.cherwell.gov.uk
