----Original Message-----

From: publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk [mailto:publicaccess@cherwell-dc.gov.uk]

Sent: 14 May 2011 18:38

To: Public Access DC Comments; Caroline Roche

Subject: PublicAccess for Planning - Application Comments (11/00617/OUT)

PublicAccess for Planning  - Application Comments (11/00617/OUT)

"Mike Shurmer" has used the PublicAccess for Planning website to submit their comments on a Planning Application.  You have received this message because you are the Case Officer for this application or because this is a designated mailbox for PublicAccess comments submissions.

Comments were submitted at 14/05/2011 18:38:23 

Application Summary

-------------------

Application Number: 11/00617/OUT

Address:

Land South Of Blackwood Place And Molyneux Drive And North West Of Cotefield Farm Oxford Road Bodicote Oxfordshire

Proposal:

Outline application for residential development of 80 No. dwellings

Case Officer:

Caroline Roche

Customer Details

----------------

Name:

Mike Shurmer

Address:

Orchard View

Keyser Road

Bodicote

Oxfordshire

OX15 4AN

Customer objects to the Planning Application.

Comments:

Dear Sir/Madam

We are writing to express our strong objections to the proposed application for the building of 80 houses on the farmland bordered by Blackwood Place and Molyneux Drive.

This unjustified development will cause a severe intrusion to the local residents of Bodicote. The landscape character here is deemed to be strong and worthy of conservation. The development will threaten valued views, vistas and landmarks. The development is highly unsympathetic to adjoining houses, particularly the low storey houses present on Molyneux Drive. The light and noise pollution will be unacceptable. Permission for this development will set a precedent for other unsatisfactory developments.

This site is not allocated for housing development in the accepted Non-Statutory Local Plan nor in the Local Development Framework, which has yet to be completed and approved. it is not included in the draft Core Strategy consultation document.

This application would be contrary to Policy H13, in which Bodicote is identified as a Category 1 village, where large-scale development such as this would not be permitted. This proposal is also contrary to Policy H18, where new dwellings beyond the built-up settlements will only be permitted if 3 criteria are met; the proposed development meets none of these.

I would add, that there are already planned developments adjacent to Bankside and Canal Lane, which we understand will number over 1,000 properties. There are also plans to relocate Banbury Football to the land essentially opposite this proposed development. In light of this, and the comments above, I see no justification for building more houses on a green field site on the edge of the village. There are surely brown field sites in and around Banbury where these houses could be built (if they are indeed needed). We should protected our green field land around Bodicote, otherwise the village will eventually disappear.

From a practical nature, the impacts on traffic on the Oxford Road will be significant and should not be underestimated. This route is already over capacity and with additional residents this situation will only worsen.

Local facilities will be unable to cope with the increase in new families. Bishop Loveday School will not be able to accommodate more children.

The farmland around Bodicote is an essential natural resource for residents. It supports populations of nationally declining farmland birds, including species mentioned in the document Biodiversity and Planning in Oxfordshire (these being skylark, linnet, yellowhammer, tree sparrow, grey partridge and bullfinch - all of which we have recorded regularly on the field planned for development). Bats are seen nightly in the summer over our garden and the surrounding land. This development will also abutt the Millennium Wood, which is a wonderful and peaceful natural resource well used by the residents of Bodicote. It will be now likely to become a dumping ground and hive for anti-social behaviour. The plans in fact show a roadway running immediately adjacent to the wood. The pans show now consideration for incorporating existing green resources. The in-field trees on the site (one of which was cut down just before last years planning application) are used by tawny owls.

The design shows an extreme lack of consideration to residents. There has been no attempt by Banner Homes to consult with residents and no notification by them of the planning application. If the application is accepted we would hope that it is significantly changed, with fewer houses, spaced further from existing properties.

We would also comment that it is highly disturbing for residents to have the threat of more planning applications for this land. We would hope that there can be a long-term refusal of the application, which would prevent Banner Homes from applying every year.

In summary we can see no justification for approving this application. it will not bring any benefits for the village of Bodicote, in our view, and would have a serious negative impact. It will only benefit the developers.

Yours sincerely

Mike Shurmer

Joanna Shurmer

Thomas Smith

Daniel Smith

PublicAccess for Planning.  (c) CAPS Solutions Ltd.

