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Dear Ms. Barker
Ardley Cutting and Quarry Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Advice under S28I of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

PROPOSAL: Outline application for new settlement of 1075 dwellings together with associated works and facilities.
SITE: Heyford Park Camp Road, Upper Heyford, Bicester
Thank you for your letter of 01 July 2008 requesting Natural England’s comments on amended plans for the above proposal.

It is Natural England’s advice that the proposed plans will not have a significant adverse affect on the nearby SSSI.  
There appear to be inconsistencies in the amended ecology chapter of the Environmental Statement with regards to the previous proposal to scarify runways and taxiways within the airfield.

Natural England seeks assurance that the loss of calcareous grassland that would have been created as a result of the scarification of the runway will not have a detrimental effect on the size of the habitat that is to be retained in order to support great crested newts. It is necessary for great crested newts to have sufficient terrestrial habitat.
As the proposed development is close to a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), we recommend that you seek the views of Oxford County Council ecology staff prior to determining this application in order to ensure that the proposals accord with the SINC-related policies in the County Structure Plan and the Local Plan. 

If you wish to raise any issues concerning this response, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs Imogen Parker
Environmental Planning Advisor
Western Area Government Team, South East Region
Direct Line:  0118 939 2278
Email:  imogen.parker@naturalengland.org.uk

