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4.5 BLOCKS, PLOTS AND BUILDINGS

Buildings are arranged for the most part in perimeter blocks that define 
public fronts (streets) and private backs (gardens and courtyards).  Block 
dimensions have been calculated to maximise the privacy of rear gardens 
at given densities.  Most dwellings are sited at the front of the plot in 
order to delineate streets and optimise private gardens.  In general, 
minimum back-to-back dimensions of 20 metres are allowed, with an 8 
to 10 metre zone for the dwelling itself. At the front of the block, street 
corridors are 15 to 25 metres depending on the street type.  These 
dimensions generate minmum block sizes of 40 metres between street 
corridors and a street network of typically 60 metres between centre 
lines.

Dwellings are terraced, linked or detached according to location.  The 
pattern of existing development at Heyford Park lies very close to the 
optimum east-west axis to benefit from solar energy, and the design of 
new areas in the street network intentionally retains and exploits this 
attribute.  Streets running within 30 degrees of an east-west axis benefit 
from access to passive solar energy and are largely terraced or linked 
houses.  North-south streets contain a higher proportion of detached or 
part-detached houses to provide solar access on gable walls.  

4.5.1 Position and architectural distinctiveness

Buildings are unique by virtue of their situation e.g. overlooking a square 
or green space, addressing a main street or at the head of a mews.  The 
detailed design of house types will respond to the range of conditions that 
the masterplan generates.  In particular, locations are created for:

 Landmark buildings 

There are some locations where a ‘landmark’ building is called for, for 
example at the end of a long vista or at gateways to character areas.  
These are indicated by symbols on the masterplan. 

 Corner buildings 

The importance of street junctions has been highlighted, and corner 
sites are therefore critical in the overall plan.  Where identified, buildings 
should ‘turn the corner’ i.e. be designed with elevations that address both 
directions, not leaving visible ends blank.


