	APPLICATION NO:

	10/01402/OBL

	PRE APP ADVICE:

	

	ADDRESS:

	Heyford Park



	PROPOSAL:

	Alarm system Strategy


	ADVICE SOUGHT:

	Urban Design



	URBAN DESIGN AND /OR CONSERVATION COMMENT:

	This application is submitted to enable partial discharge of clause 1.1 of schedule 4 of 08/00716/OUT as regards alarm systems.  The purpose of the strategy is to ensure that alarm systems, along with signage, lighting, parking etc associated with the employment us of the  buildings on the airfield does not detract from the character and appearance of the conservation area.

There seems to be an inherent conflict between locating the boxes discretely and the needs of security that requires prominence. On the wider flying field there are very few passersby who would be alerted by the sight or sound of an alarm in operation.  Therefore I do not consider this to be particularly effective deterrent.  More effective, and surely possible in this privately managed environment, would be a security system linked to the Heyford Park Management Office.  

This strategy proposes that alarm systems boxes should be 

· Located on the side wall not on the principal elevation, which is acceptable

· In the case of the HASs units should be located on the side walls or on the infil panels.  I would question whether a location on the infill panels is not rather too obtrusive.

· Be painted white back or brown to match background material or stonework  I am not aware of any stone buildings on the flying field and the majority of buildings are red brick, cream panels or concrete.  I suggest the wording should be changed to refer to matching the background material.

It should also be made expressly clear that the strategy does not apply to alarm boxes on listed buildings or SAMs for which specific permission will be required.



	RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS, IF ANY:

	

	RECOMMENDED REASONS FOR REFUSAL:

	

	CONCLUSION:

	The strategy will need re-wording before it is adequate to discharge the condition.



	OFFICER AND DATE:

	Linda Rand 

20 12 2010


