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Dear Jenny

Application no 08/00716/OUT: Proposed New Settlement of 1,075 Dwellings With Associated Facilities, Former RAF Upper Heyford
In view of the forthcoming public inquiry into NOC’s proposals for a new settlement at former RAF Upper Heyford, I write to confirm that the County Council’s position remains as follows:

a) on the basis of current information, the County Council objects to the development proposed in application no 08/00716/OUT on the grounds that:

I. the proposed development would be likely to generate inappropriate employment opportunities in terms of scale, type and location across the flying field site outside the settlement area, contrary to the Revised Comprehensive Planning Brief (RCPB) and Structure Plan policies G1, G2, E1, E3 and H2; 

II.  the proposed development would be likely to have adverse transport  and sustainability  impacts, contrary to principles of sustainability in policies G1, G2, T1,T2,T5, T8, H2 and R2 and national planning policies;

III. the proposals and the accompanying Base Management Plan, together with the proposed mechanisms for the future management and maintenance of facilities would fail to deliver and maintain the scale of environmental improvements required by the RCPB and Structure Plan policies G1, EN2, H2 and R2;
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IV. The County Council is not confident that the range of transport and non-transport items listed in the applicants draft heads of terms and the scale of the overall package would be sufficient to mitigate the full impacts of the development and achieve a satisfactory living environment for the residents in accordance with Structure Plan policies G3 and H2 (the detailed package now set out in the draft undertaking received by the County Council on 19 September 2008 does not change this position); 

b) if the District Council is minded to approve the application, it should be satisfied that the scale of employment is justified enabling development and planning permission should be subject  to:

I. personal occupancy conditions on the use of retained buildings and land on the airfield for employment purposes where permission is to accommodate an existing businesses operating under temporary permissions;

II. legal agreements to secure a satisfactory package of necessary improvements to highway and transport infrastructure, services and facilities, an HGV routeing agreement and the implementation of a robust Travel Plan to mitigate the impact of the development in line with Structure Plan policies G3 and H2;  

III. funding for the implementation of an agreed Base Management Plan overseen by a single Management Committee to deliver the bio-diversity objectives and other environmental improvements to the site; 

IV. measures to identify how a minimum of “very good” Ecohomes rating would be met and monitored.

Under the Council’s constitution, responding to consultations from other local authorities on planning applications is delegated to the Director for Environment and Economy, subject to first consulting the relevant Cabinet Member and Local Member. The relevant Cabinet member is the Sustainable Development portfolio holder. The relevant Cabinet member (Cllr Roger Belson) has endorsed the views expressed above.

Yours sincerely
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Chris Cousins

Head of Sustainable Development

Copy
Councillor Roger Belson, Robert Hanson – Legal Services, 



Huw Jones, Linda Currie, Howard Cox
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Huw Jones - Director for Environment & Economy               
Chris Cousins - Head of Sustainable Development
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