
Comment for planning application 24/00539/F
Application Number 24/00539/F

Location Land To The East Of Stratfield Brake And West Of Oxford Parkway Railway Station Oxford
Road Kidlington

Proposal Erection of a stadium (Use Class F2) with flexible commercial and community facilities and
uses including for conferences, exhibitions, education, and other events, club shop, public
restaurant, bar, health and wellbeing facility/clinic, and gym (Use Class E/Sui Generis), hotel
(Use Class C1), external concourse/fan-zone, car and cycle parking, access and highway
works, utilities, public realm, landscaping and all associated and ancillary works and
structures

Case Officer Laura Bell  
 

Organisation
Name Hugh Burton

Address 10 Freeborn Close,Kidlington,OX5 2BH

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments The construction of this Stadium will be a local disaster for the Kidlington community, and 
beyond.  
 
Firstly, the proposed location is a thin strip of green belt separating Kidlington and Oxford. 
There is no compelling reason to give up this green belt, with its associated social and 
environmental benefits, for the construction of a commercial complex that has such a 
detrimental environmental impact. It is hard to believe that there is not a more suitable 
grey-field site within the city limits for this development (perhaps the current stadium would 
be more suitable?!). 
 
Secondly, the proposed location sits right on two major routes (and associated roundabout) 
that represent the only major access points to Kidlington and the Cherwell valley beyond. It 
is naive to think that this Stadium will not have a major impact on traffic in the area. Even 
the pedestrian access will cause disruption on match days. The consequence will that 
Kildlington is essentially isolated from Oxford during match days. 
 
Thirdly, there is no strong benefit to the local community from this development. Kidlington 
already has excellent sports facilities, and it's hard to rationalise that the village would 
benefit from new conferencing facilities. The effect on local sports teams (such as Kidlington 
FC) could be notable, as well as the influx of people on match days, which will combine to 
hasten the demise of its village community feel.  
 
I would urge the council to think very hard about whether this planning application supports 
the needs of local people, or whether it is simply an opportunity for Oxford to offload its 
issues onto neighbouring communities. The current trend of development seems to support 
the latter, with space in Kidlington increasingly being demanded to meet regional housing 
demands.  
 
I would also urge the council to consider the impartiality of Oxfordshire County Council in 
this application, since they clearly stand to benefit significantly from the resulting leasehold. 
This financial gain will never overcome the damage to the local community from this 
ridiculous development.
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