
 

16 Glenville Road 

Kingston upon Thames 

KT2 6DD 

 

Planning Officer 

Public Protection & Development Management 

Cherwell District Council 

Bodicote House 

Bodicote 

Banbury 

Oxon 

OX15 4AA 

 

17th August 2020 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Re:  Planning Application 20/01747/F: Change of Use of land to a 6no pitch 

Gypsy and Traveller site to include 6no mobiles, 6no tourers and associated 

operational development including hardstanding and fencing 

 

I wish to lodge my objection to the above planning application Ref: 

20/01747/F:  

 

An adjacent part of the site already has planning permission for 6 pitches 

following a Public Inquiry and imposition of planning conditions on the 

development by the Planning Inspector.  There needs to be demonstration 

of implementation of the existing planning permission for the development 

and of the imposed planning conditions, before any consideration could be 

given to an increase in the development. 

 

Access to the main road from the adjoining side road is difficult 

particularly at peak times due to the speed of traffic  - additional traffic 

from the increased scale proposed for the residential caravan site would 

exacerbate this. 

 

The site is not near any amenities.  Apart from Widnell Park and the Playing 

Field, Piddington has no shop, school or other amenities - the nearest 

amenities are in Arncott or Ambrosden. 

The proposed increase in the scale of development by adding from 6 new 

pitches adjacent to an area of the same site with existing planning 

permission for 6 pitches, would bring the total on the site to 12 pitches 

and would be over-bearing and out of character with the surroundings, which 

are of a predominantly rural nature.    

 

In terms of residential population, the addition of 6 pitches would be for 

accommodation for 6 families, and alongside the development of 6 pitches 

on an adjacent part of the site, a total of 12 families on the site would 

represent an influx likely to comprise around 50 people in total, compared 

to Piddington's existing resident population of around 350 people.  



 

There is also a parallel application (Ref. 20/01122/F) for change of use 

from 6 pitches to 12 pitches.  The cumulative number of pitches covered 

by the present application and application 20/01122 which is adjacent to 

the present application, would be 18 pitches, and a total of 18 families 

on the site would represent an influx likely to comprise around 75 people 

in total, compared to Piddington's existing resident population of around 

350 people.  

 

Piddington is designated as a category C village in the recently adopted 

Cherwell Local Plan, and in villages in this category development is only 

to take place within the village boundary (ie. new development via infill 

or conversion of existing buildings only) as set out in that Local Plan. 

The site of the proposed residential caravan site is in open countryside 

and a long way (approximately one kilometre) from the nearest houses in 

the village of Piddington, and further from any other villages. 

 

The increase in size of the proposed residential caravan site would in 

effect nucleate a new development in the countryside away from any existing 

villages.  The parallel application 20/01122 combined with the application 

20/01747/F would strongly suggests this to be the intent of the applicant. 

 

Planning permission for 6 pitches is already in place on an adjacent part 

of the site, and since that time, 4 more new pitches have been approved 

in Launton, 3 more new pitches in Chesterton, and Cherwell District has 

approved 13 brand new pitches.  In view of these additional pitches, there 

is no justification to grant planning permission for Application 20/01747/F 

for an provision of 6 new pitches.  

     

I urge that Planning Application 20/01747/F should be refused. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Richard Tapper 

 

 

 

 


