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                                                                                                   26th November 2018
Objection to planning application                                                                                                       Ref 18/01894/OUT                                                                                              
Proposal for 25 new houses on Hook Norton Road, Sibford Ferris                                                          
To Mr. Bob Neville 

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the planning application,  Reference 18/01894/OUT, which has been submitted to Cherwell District Council.

This is the development plan to build up to 25 houses on Hook Norton Road, Sibford Ferris.

We are local residents & have lived on Hook Norton Road in this village for 20 years since July 1998.

We wish to submit a complete objection to this planning application for 25 houses for the following reasons:-
Breach of current policy
The proposal goes against the Policy set out in the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 which directs development to larger already built-up areas & not Class A villages such as Sibford Ferris. This small village is not obliged to take on high density housing developments. 

An additional 25 houses is a significant proportion of the current number of houses & would be an over development of our village.
The Policy states that proposals for residential development within category A villages - Minor Development, Infilling & Conversions – within the built up limits of villages will be considered.

This proposal is NOT within the built up limits of the village.

Size of proposed development is disproportionate to size of the village
It is our opinion that 25 more dwellings concentrated in this proposed area would be a significant proportion of the current number of village homes within Sibford Ferris & will impact negatively in terms of sustainability.
Against Community Needs & Views
The Sibfords Community Plan 2012 survey results outlines the consensus that the majority view was acceptance for small development of the village with up to 10 houses. This substantial proposal is excessive and will not meet the needs of the village or wishes of the community.
We are also concerned that should this planning proposal proceed, then it will set a precedent for further undesirable development in the proximity.
Unsustainability
We are extremely concerned that the village infrastructure will not support this growth in housing and will become overloaded. In particular our concerns are that it will impact on the following:-
· Drains
We have had personal experience of mains drain blockage some years ago causing properties in Ferris Court to have effluent backflow from their drains. 
Severn Trent Water Authority advised us then that there were issues with the aging mains drainage along Hook Norton Road. 
We are particularly concerned that the current mains drainage will not cope with the capacity from a further 25 houses
· Traffic 
There are already issues with the volume of traffic through the village at peak times.
This proposed plan will significantly increase the amount of traffic using Hook Norton Road to commute to work and access the M40, access the village school & GP surgery in Sibford Gower, as well as the local village shop 
The nearby Sibford School contributes to the extra traffic to a degree as cars pass from Shipston Road through the village to the school entrance on Hook Norton Road opposite this proposed development. This area is busy already and in the interest of Health & Safety, another access point in this proximity does not seem sensible.

On road parking on Hook Norton Road contributes to the congestion and we have experienced difficulties in exiting from our courtyard due to this problem.
In conclusion, we do not support the current development plan & we wish to submit a complete objection to the proposal for the reasons stated
Yours sincerely

Claire & Mark Simmons
