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Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 10:20 PM on 06 Feb 2018 from Mrs Carole Hetherington.
	Application Summary

	Address:
	Land North Of Bicester Avenue Garden Centre Oxford Road Bicester 

	Proposal:
	OUTLINE - The construction of a business park of up to 60,000 sq.m (GEA) of flexible Class B1(a) office / Class B1(b) research & development floorspace; parking for up to 2,000 cars; and associated highways, infrastructure and earthworks 

	Case Officer:
	Matthew Parry 

	Click for further information



	Customer Details

	Name:
	Mrs Carole Hetherington

	Email:
	

	Address:
	8 Shearwater Drive, Bicester OX26 6YS



	Comments Details

	Commenter Type:
	General Public

	Stance:
	Customer made comments in support of the Planning Application

	Reasons for comment:
	

	Comments:
	Bicester Office Park Outline Planning Application 17/02534/OUT
The Langford Village Community Association broadly welcomes this proposal and therefore in principal supports the Outline Planning Application. However there are some points we wish to make regarding comments made in the supporting documentation.
Briefly the proposal would create 3,307 to 4,300 jobs depending on whether some Research and Development facilities were included in the development. The proposed design would allow for up to 2000 car parking spaces. 
Once the development has been completed, it is this potential additional traffic which gives rise for concern. This combined with current developments (such as Graven Hill or Kingsmere) or future developments (such as the new Retail Park and Wretchwick Green) will further exacerbate traffic congestion.
This congestion already manifests itself when visitor demand to Bicester Village is high. Following the implementation of the two new roundabouts at the A41 and Bicester Village junctions, peak hour traffic still creates long tailbacks when accessing these two junctions which will increase as Bicester grows.
So we would take issue with the wording in the Non Technical Statement which states that 'The Proposed Development is likely to result in a negligible residual effect on the highway network local to the site'. Once constructed, the new development will add to the cumulative effect of generated traffic along this section of the road network, making traffic congestion worse. 
We also read that there are proposals for three drive thru's at the Esso Garage site, and one opposite by Tesco's which again will add pressure to the new hamburger roundabout. 
This will also cause a commensurate decease in Air Quality also referred to in the Non Technical Statement. Whilst we recognise that 'Measures to reduce pollutant emissions from road traffic are principally being delivered in the longer term by the introduction (by government) of more stringent emissions standards' there will be a direct link between traffic congestion and worsening air quality.
Also referring to the Non Technical Statement there is no reference in the Construction Section (103) to mud from the site being a potential hazard. Wheel washers for use on plant leaving the site should be mandatory. 
It is good to see that a Framework Workplace Travel Plan is to be submitted alongside the Planning Application. This will assist in the mitigation of traffic congestion.
However we can see no reference to the encouragement of Flexible Working Hours, or Home Place Working.
The Travel Plan also states that 'It is therefore evident that the application site is well placed for future employees and visitors to undertake journeys to and from the site on foot or by cycle'.
Whilst we fully endorse this proposal it should also be noted that many of the dedicated cycle routes to the development are either not fit for purpose or are completely missing. 
So in conclusion whilst we welcome the introduction of potentially well paid jobs within Bicester at this development, more upgrading is required to the network infrastructure as a whole to try and mitigate the traffic issues.

Carole Hetherington, Richard Kingshott
Highways and Development
Langford Village Community Association




