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To: Bob Neville
Subject: Bishops Blaize

FAO Mr Bob Neville
Re: Application Ref No: 17/01981/F

I am writing to ask Cherwell District Council Planning Committee to refuse the latest application for a change of use for The Bishops Blaize (Pheasant Pluckers Inn) to a residential property.

This latest application is the 10th submitted and surely an indication of the determination of the owners ever since they bought this pub to close a long-established business and turn it into a residential property.

I have sympathy with Cherwell District planners, who have been subjected to a barrage of applications and appeals over the last 11 years, but I am completely baffled by their apparent inability to uphold clear previous planning decisions.

In the 2012 Planning Inspectorate’s ruling the appeal was dismissed followed a long and thorough legal process. The ruling made it crystal clear that the council’s enforcement notice should be upheld; that this is still a public house and should only be lived in if the property is functioning as a pub.  

This was re-stated by another inspector in 2016, this time when there was an attempt to separate holiday let accommodation from the pub.

It seems therefore that in order to continue living there, the charade of ‘opening for business’ in a very limited and apparently random way has continued ever since. 

A pop-up sign beside the car-park gates, where there is very little passing trade, advertises ‘chilled wine and bottled beers at the Pheasant’ but this has been intermittent at best and never for more than a couple of hours from midday on a Thursday and Friday, very often not even for that.

How could any public house possibly be viable under these trading conditions? I believe they have no interest in running a successful business and never have had. This is just a way of evading the conditions of residence established by both Government inspectors and Cherwell District Council.

If the council does not enforce planning decisions, then surely the whole system falls into disrepute and what is to stop everyone from disregarding decisions they do not agree with?

Yours sincerely
Anne Skowronska

Jasmine Cottage
Burdrop
Sibford Gower
OXON OX15 5RN


