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GATEWAY FEATURE 
- LOCAL NARROWING
- CHANGE OF SURFACE 
TREATMENT

TIGHTENED KERB RADII  
REDUCES SPEED

TRAFFIC CALMING  
FEATURES AT LEAST 
EVERY 50M
- CHANGE OF SURFACING/
COBBLES

ROAD MARKINGS REMOVED  
EXCEPT AT SIGNALS

CHANGE OF SURFACE AND/
OR VISUAL NARROWING 
EMPHASISES CENTRE OF 
VILLAGE, PUB AND VILLAGE 
HALL. RAISED TABLES EASE 
CROSSING OUTSIDE PUB AND 
VILLAGE HALL

REMOVAL OF ROAD MARKINGS IN WEST MEON, HAMPSHIRE

RAISED TABLE OUTSIDE PUB IN 
BRAMBER, HORSHAM

VISUAL NARROWING AND TIGHTENED KERB 
RADII AT BURITON, HAMPSHIRE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTERBEFORE

Case Studies

Buriton, Hampshire

1| Highway clutter accumulating around the village pub  2| Simplification, visual narrowing and kerb realignment  3| The former southern 
approach to church and pond  4| A simple threshold marker and removed markings  5| The village cross-roads before  6| The crossroads 
after as a place outside the pub.

Parish councils can take steps to prevent the erosion of village quality  

by highway measures before crisis point is reached. The small village of  

Buriton near Petersfield in Hampshire decided to plan a set of co-ordinated  

measures to reduce speeds and maintain the special qualities of place  

of this community which sits within the new South Downs National Park.

Having prepared an overall plan and held a series of events to gain wide 

community consensus for the approach, the Parish Council initiated a  

series of small schemes to remove highway clutter and to build on the 

natural qualities of the village – its church, school, pubs and duck pond. 

Simplicity and sensitive design principles were applied first to a key  

crossroads outside one of the pubs, followed by improvements to the  

main entry points and finally the space outside the church. Road markings, 

signs and barriers were removed, and a robust palette of paving materials 

used to reduce the speed context and to highlight key spaces.

The success of the scheme and its popularity has inspired  several historic 

villages in the area to develop a similar approach based on the principles 

outlined in this toolkit.

 Contact:  Doug Jones, Buriton Parish Council. 

  Email: doug.pam@btinternet.com
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Case Studies

West Meon, Hampshire

1| Formerly A32 continued unchanged through the village  2| Gateway transitions reduce the scale and change character  3| The road 
used to double as forecourt for the pub  4| Former highway details promoted speed and severance  5| Simple paving and simplification 
creates low-speed place.
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Villages often find themselves bisected by main roads. Speed limits are 

rarely enough to prevent traffic from dividing the community both physi-

cally and psychologically. The toolkit describes a range of measures that 

can help reduce speeds and reconnect a village across its main street.

West Meon is one of a number of villages along the A32 Meon Valley in 

Hampshire. A small primary school, village centre pub and community hall 

stand one side of the main road, the village shop, a second pub and most 

of the houses on the other. High traffic speeds and aggressive driving, 

especially by motorcycle gangs, dominated the concerns of the energetic 

Parish Council.

Following a series of local meetings to explore shared space principles,  

the Parish Council resolved to serve as a pilot project for Hampshire  

County Council. A careful analysis of traffic behaviour and local movement  

patterns informed a series of sketch designs for small-scale measures  

intended to adapt the character of the A32 in West Meon. Simple,  

low-cost interventions focused on the entry points to the village, together 

with two key places at the centre. Centre lines and chevron warning signs 

were removed.

Recorded speeds have shown an immediate reduction of between 3-4 

mph, sufficient to reduce the severity and number of accidents and to 

improve confidence and mobility for pedestrians in the village. 

 Contact:  Tracy Predeth, Clerk to West Meon Parish Council 

  Email: westmeonpc@googlemail.com
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Traffic speeds are fundamental in determining 
the character and quality of the highway 
network. Any given route through the National 
Park will consist of a combination of open 
road, built-up areas, junctions and features 
such as bridges, bends and gradients. 
Clarifying and fostering the appropriate speed 
for the particular context is a core principle.

The relationship between road safety and 
speed is well established. Similarly speeds 
critically influence the tendency to walk, 
bicycle and spend time in the public realm. 
For any route the transport benefits of speed 
have to be balanced against noise levels, 
emissions and higher maintenance costs.

The preferred speed along any route will seek 
to balance journey times with the multiple 
purposes of a road,street or place. This 
balance, along with priorities for intervention, 
can be analysed and understood by plotting 
preferred and actual speeds for any given 
route. Appendix 1 describes this in more 
detail.

Clarifying preferred speeds provides a means 
to balance the often comflicting demands 
for the highway network whenever scheme 
proposals come forward.

PREFERRED SPEEDS DIFFERING SPEED CONTEXTS

Low speed village centre - Bramber Varied verges and tree canopy help slow speeds

Wide carriageways and highway infrastructure raise speedsHigher speed village centre - East Dean
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