Government Circular 11/95

Holiday occupancy conditions 116. In recent years there has been an increased demand for self-catering holiday accommodation-whether new buildings (including mobile homes) or converted properties which may be constructed to a standard that would equally support permanent residence in some comfort. But this accommodation may also be located in areas in which the provision of permanent housing would be contrary to national policies on development in the countryside or not in accordance with development plan policies, or both. The Secretaries of State consider that the planning system should respond to these changes without compromising policies to safeguard the countryside. 117. There may be circumstances where it will be reasonable for the local planning authority to grant planning permission for holiday accommodation as an exception to these policies, with a condition specifying its use as holiday accommodation only. For example, conversions of redundant buildings into holiday accommodation where conversion to residential dwellings would not be permitted may reduce the pressure on other housing in rural areas. A holiday occupancy condition would seem more appropriate in those circumstances than a seasonal occupancy condition. But authorities should continue to use seasonal occupancy conditions to prevent the permanent residential use of accommodation which by the character of its construction or design is unsuitable for continuous occupation, particularly in the winter months. (For further advice about holiday and seasonal occupancy conditions see Annex C to PPG21: Tourism) 
Conditions Restricting the Occupancy of Buildings and Land Occupancy:
General considerations 92. Since planning controls are concerned with the use of land rather than the identity of the user, the question of who is to occupy premises for which permission is to be granted will normally be irrelevant. Conditions restricting occupancy to a particular occupier or class of occupier should only be used when special planning grounds can be demonstrated, and where the alternative would normally be refusal of permission. 

