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3.0 Stakeholder Letters 

24th February 2015 
 
Dear Cllr,  
 
We felt it was important to make you aware that Barwood Capital and Mondelēz International 

are bringing forward plans for a new Waitrose supermarket in Banbury which will create 200 

new jobs. 

The proposed site is an area of surplus land in front of the Mondelēz International (formerly 

Kraft) factory on Southam Road. 

Monies released from the sale of the site to Barwood Capital will generate funds for Mondelēz 

to invest in improvements to the Banbury factory, including upgrading facilities and offices for 

its hundreds of staff. 

Up to 200 new jobs will be created for local people by Waitrose with all employees becoming 
Partners in the John Lewis Partnership.  

Barwood Capital and Mondelez hope to submit a planning application following the public 

consultation. If successful, they aim to start work on site in late 2015/early 2016 and complete 

the project ready for Waitrose to open in early 2017.  

Thousands of newsletters containing a FREEPOST feedback form will be distributed to inform 
residents about the plans. Residents can register their comments online too at 
www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk.  
 
The public are also invited to view and discuss plans at public exhibition at Banbury Town Hall 
on Friday 6th March from 2pm – 6pm and on Saturday 7th March from 10am-1pm.   
 
However, we would like to invite you to a preview of the plans at the Town Hall on Friday 

6th March from 12.30pm – 1.30pm. Representatives from Waitrose and the project team will 

be on hand to answer questions.   

To confirm your attendance, please email james.armstrong@waitrose.co.uk. 

If you are unable to attend the preview or public exhibition, from 26th February you can visit 
our website www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk or email me for further information at the above 
address.  

We look forward to sharing our plans with you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
James Armstrong 
On behalf of Waitrose, Mondelēz International and Barwood Capital.   
  

http://www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk/
mailto:james.armstrong@waitrose.co.uk
http://www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk/
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4.0 Press Releases 

  

 

 

 

26th February 2015     

 

Waitrose Banbury plans announced  

New store will create 200 jobs 

 

Barwood Capital and Mondelēz International are bringing forward plans for a Waitrose food 

store in Banbury which will create 200 new jobs. 

 

The location for the proposed new store  is an area of surplus land in front of the Mondelēz 

International (formerly Kraft) factory on Southam Road. 

 

Monies released from the sale of the site by Mondelēz to Barwood will generate funds for 

Mondelēz to invest in improvements to the Banbury factory, including upgrading staff facilities 

and offices. 

 

The proposal offers Waitrose the right location to deliver the size of food store and parking it 

requires in order for it to be viable as well as having good links to the town centre and being 

easily accessible from both the east and west of the town.  

 

Up to 200 new jobs will be created for local people by Waitrose with all employees becoming 

Partners in the John Lewis Partnership. This will entitle them to benefits including leisure and 

learning subsidies, a non contributory pension scheme and a share in profits. In 2014 all staff 

received the equivalent of eight weeks’ wages in bonus so a significant proportion of profits will 

go back into the local area. 

 

Thousands of newsletters containing a FREEPOST feedback form will be distributed to inform 

residents about the plans. Residents can register their comments online too at 

www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk.  

 

The public are also invited to view and discuss plans at public exhibition at Banbury Town Hall 

on Friday 6th March from 2pm – 6pm and on Saturday 7th March from 10am-1pm.   

 Representatives from Waitrose and the project team will be on hand to answer questions.  

 

 

http://www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk/
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Waitrose DevelopmentSurveyor, Martin Gorman, said: 

 

“Waitrose has a long-standing ambition to open a shop in Banbury and believe the plans 

brought forward by Barwood Capital and Mondelēz offer an exciting and viable opportunity to 

achieve this.  

 

“We are keen to gain as many views as possible before an application is submitted.  The 

proposal will allow us to replace a surplus space with major new investment which  will deliver 

new jobs, more retail choice and improved facilities for Mondelēz.” 

 

  

 

Mondelēz International Site Director, Paul Sinclair, added: 

 

“Mondelēz International is proud to be one of the largest employers in Banbury, with 700 

people expected to be employed on the site by the end of 2015. The sale of surplus land to 

Barwood will generate funds to invest in updating and enhancing our staff facilities and offices. 

These investments will improve the working environment for everyone working there.”  

 

Barwood Capital and Mondelēz hope to submit a planning application following the public 

consultation. If successful, they aim to start work on site in late 2015/early 2016 and complete 

the project ready for Waitrose to open in early 2017.   

 

 

For further information: 

 

Please contact Waitrose Property Communications Manager, James Armstrong on 01344 

824657/07764 676 880 or email james.armstrong@waitrose.co.uk. 

 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

 Mondelēz International is one of the largest employers in Banbury with 700 permanent 

employees expected to working on the site by the end of 2015.   

 The new store will provide the latest Waitrose food and drink offer which will include 

meat, fish and cheese as well as a coffee shop . 

 Services will include online shopping, its scan-as-you-shop service and home delivery 

(where you can shop in branch then have your groceries delivered at a convenient 

time).  

 Waitrose has a policy of recruiting as locally as possible and will work closely with 

Jobcentre Plus to give opportunities to the long-term unemployed. 

 Apprenticeships and a wide range of training schemes will be available. 

 Employees have access to more than 5,000 learning course funded by the business.  

 Waitrose is the same price as Tesco on all branded products, excluding promotions.  

 Waitrose Banbury will donate £12,000 and 250 staff working hours each year 

respectively to local causes nominated by its customers. 

 

 

 

mailto:james.armstrong@waitrose.co.uk
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 13th March 2015    

 

Plans for Waitrose Banbury receive 84% support  

 More than 1,000 local residents record their views 

 

Plans brought forward by Barwood Capital and Mondelēz International for a Waitrose food 

store in Banbury have received strong support from local residents. 

More than one thousand people have recorded their feedback via post, online and during a 

public exhibition at Banbury Town Hall, which was attended by more than 300 people. 

 

Of the 1096 comments received to date, 924 (84%) were in support of the plans, 162 (15%) did 

not want it and 10 (1%) remained neutral. Residents can still register their comments online at 

www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk. 

  

The proposed store, which would create 200 jobs, would be built on an area of surplus land in 

front of the Mondelēz International (formerly Kraft) factory on Southam Road. 

 

Monies released from the sale of the site by Mondelēz to Barwood will generate funds for 

Mondelēz to invest in improvements to the Banbury factory, including upgrading staff facilities 

and offices. 

 

The proposal offers Waitrose the right location to deliver the size of food store and parking it 

requires in order for it to be viable as well as having good links to the town centre and being 

easily accessible from both the east and west of the town.  

 

All employees at the store will become Partners in the John Lewis Partnership. This will entitle 

them to benefits including leisure and learning subsidies, a non contributory pension scheme 

and a share in profits.  

 

Existing Partnership staff received the equivalent of nearly six weeks’ wages in bonus this week 

so a significant proportion of profits goes back into the communities in which it trades. 

Waitrose DevelopmentSurveyor, Martin Gorman, said: 

 

“While there is a long way to go, it’s incredibly encouraging that the majority of local people we 

have heard from share our excitement about the potential of Waitrose coming to Banbury. We 

are grateful to everyone who provided feedback and will now analyse comments in more detail.  

 

“Waitrose has explored a number of opportunities over the years to open in  Banbury, including 

those in the town centre. The proposal brought forward by Barwood and Mondelēz is the only 

available and viable option for Waitrose to come to the town and we would  

 

 

http://www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk/


Waitrose Banbury 

Barwood Capital and Mondelēz International 

Annex 1: Communication materials 

 

14 
 

welcome the chance to add the growing investment that it continues to attract. By replacing  

surplus space with a quality food store we can deliver new jobs, more retail choice and 

improved facilities for Mondelēz.” 

  

 Mondelēz International Site Director, Paul Sinclair, added: 

 

“Mondelēz International is proud to be one of the largest employers in Banbury, with 700 

people expected to be employed on our site by the end of 2015. The sale of our surplus land 

will make our operation more competitive. It will generate funds to invest in updating and 

enhancing our staff facilities and offices. These investments will improve the working 

environment for everyone employed here.”  

  

The team will now anayalyse all the feedback before Barwood Capital and Mondelēz submit a 

planning application in the coming weeks. If successful, they aim to start work on site in late 

2015/early 2016 and complete the project ready for Waitrose to open in early 2017.   

 

 

For further information: 

 

Please contact Waitrose Property Communications Manager, James Armstrong on 01344 

824657/07764 676 880 or email james.armstrong@waitrose.co.uk. 

 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

 Mondelēz International is one of the largest employers in Banbury with 700 permanent 

employees expected to working on the site by the end of 2015.   

 The new store will provide the latest Waitrose food and drink offer which will include 

meat, fish and cheese as well as a coffee shop. 

 Services will include online shopping, its scan-as-you-shop service and home delivery 

(where you can shop in branch then have your groceries delivered at a convenient 

time).  

 Waitrose has a policy of recruiting as locally as possible and will work closely with 

Jobcentre Plus to give opportunities to the long-term unemployed. 

 Apprenticeships and a wide range of training schemes will be available. 

 Employees have access to more than 5,000 learning course funded by the business.  

 Waitrose is the same price as Tesco on all branded products, excluding promotions.  

 Waitrose Banbury will donate £12,000 and 250 staff working hours each year 

respectively to local causes nominated by its customers. 
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5.0 Press Ad 
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6.0 Exhibition Boards
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7.0 Website 

www.waitrosebanbury.co.uk/ 
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