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Arboricultural Comments (Development applications):
Date:




12/08/2013
Comments by:

J. Brewin (Arboricultural Officer – South)
Comments to:



L. Griffiths (Senior Planning Officer – Maj. Dev.)
CDC Reference:


13/01019/REM
Site Address:
Area of land north-east of Whitelands farm and adjacent to KM3
Applicant / Agent (highlight one):
Countryside Properties (Bicester) Ltd
Applicants name/address (if different):
 -
Statutory Protection:


 None
T.E.M.P.O guidance notes completed:
 No
Date of site visit:
Not taken. Comments based upon submitted information. 
Trees / Proposal (brief description):
RESERVED MATTERS to Outline Planning Application 06/00967/OUT - Landscaping scheme and play areas for greenway
Significant comments:

Drainage Easement: 

The main issue affecting the landscape planting along this corridor is the proposed installation of the 6.0m wide drainage easement located in an off-centre position parallel to the ‘Greenway’. The position of this easement creates potential problems with regards to tree root activity and disturbances across the easement as well as complicating future maintenance operations within the easement and the associated risks of root damages, soil compaction and the possible need to either remove certain trees to facilitate operations or undertake such operations using hand tools or other such labour intensive procedures
One of the objectives of this Greenway’ corridor is to provide a wildlife habitat link within the Kingsmere site. Placing a drainage easement within such a feature may lead to the established habitat and trees being compromised by future maintenance. 
Should there be no alternative location for the easement I would recommend the design be amended to show the easement moved to beneath the 3.0m cycleway which may then have an adjacent  3.0m grassed verge in parallel with no trees. This 6.0m wide linear strip would accommodate the easement. Next to the easement would be the 3.0m wide mown grass path with linear tree planting 2.0m from the path and parallel with the site boundary. All trees planted 2.0m or closer to any adjacent hard surface or built feature must have 60cm root barriers installed between the tree and the feature to reduce risks of disturbance or damage.
Road Link: 
To improve pedestrian and vehicular safety it’s important to have clear and appropriate sight-lines across the two road links. Therefore, no tree should be planted within 10.0m of each road link. 
LEAP:
The proposed LEAP has a perimeter planting scheme comprising solely of Sorbus aucuparia Sheerwater Seedling. To improve bio-security and species diversity it will be necessary to amend the planting scheme to include 50% Betula pendula planted in an alternating fashion with the Sorbus.
Key: TPO – Tree Preservation Order, CA – Conservation Area, TEMPO – Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders (guidance only)
        TPP – Tree Protection Plan, AIA – Arboricultural Impact Assessment, AMS – Arboricultural Method Statement


        RPA – Root Protection Area, CEZ – Construction Exclusion Zones.   
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