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With regard to the above application, there is no ecological information submitted within the documents as far as I can see. The proposed extension is very close to a large waterbody which is likely to accommodate amphibians and potentially great crested newts. The surrounding grassland also looks to be ideal for reptiles and there are many records of swifts nesting in the vicinity. I am assuming that there will be some tying in of the current roofline to the new extension although this appears to be a small area therefore the applicant should be aware of the protection of nesting birds during the nesting season.

Can it be confirmed whether the waterbodies on site contain fish or not? The presence of fish makes great crested newts less likely and we could proceed on that assumption, however a method statement referring to the preparation of the site should be submitted which should detail how any vegetated areas are to made progressively unsuitable for reptiles during a time when they are active (which would also cover amphibians) before any works begin should be submitted to us for approval. This should also include measures of best practice such as covering trenches at night and where and how materials will be stored.  

Any landscaping should use native species.

In line with NPPF recommendations to seek gains for biodiversity within development I would recommend that three nesting provisions for swifts are included within the new extension building or existing building in the form of bricks or nesting boxes. Advice should be sought on appropriate positioning. 

External lighting should be minimised and directed away from vegetation.

If fish are present then the following conditions and informatives could be attached to any permission:

Method statement for reptiles and amphibians

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition and any works of site clearance, a method statement for site clearance to minimise harm to reptiles and amphibians shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the mitigation works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details.

            Reason KR1
K16     Biodiversity Enhancement 

Prior to the commencement of the development hereby approved, including any demolition, and any works of site clearance, a plan of the location and type of artificial nesting sites for sifts on the new or existing building shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the biodiversity enhancement measures shall be carried out and retained in accordance with the approved details. 

            Reason KR2
K23     Use of Native Species
All species used in any planting proposals associated with the development shall be native species of UK provenance.

Reason KR3
Nesting birds are legally protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Should nesting birds be present on the building they and their nests cannot be disturbed until all young are fledged. Any nests removed or blocked as part of the proposed works should be replaced with a similar nesting opportunity - for example in the form of a nest box. Please contact the CDC Ecologist if further advice is needed.

If fish are absent or it is unknown in the waterbodies I would suggest as a minimum that an HIS (Habitat Suitability Index) survey of the ponds on site are assessed by an ecologist for their potential to harbour GCN along with an assessment of whether the area to be affected by the extension offers suitable terrestrial habitat before proceeding.

Please get back to me if any of this requires clarification or if the applicant would like to discuss further.
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